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Bush fire Risk Manag em ent Strateg ies

 Terry Hie Hie Ab orig inal Area 
Com m unity Coservation Zone 2 

Irrig appa Sec tion 
Fire Manag em ent Strateg y 

2015-2020 
  

Th is strateg y sh ould b e used with  aerial ph otog raph y and field rec onnaissanc e. 
Th is is a relevant P lan under Sec tion 38 (4) and Sec tion 44 (3) of Rural Fires Ac t 

1997. 
These da ta  a re n ot gua ra n teed to b e free from  error or om ission . The NSW  Na tion a l Pa rks a n d W ildlife a n d its 

em ployees disc la im  lia b ility for a n y a c t don e on  the in form a tion  in  the da ta  a n d a n y c on sequen c es of suc h a c ts or 
om ission s. 

This doc um en t is c opyright. Apa rt from  a n y fa ir dea lin g for the purpose of study, resea rc h c ritic ism  or 
review, a s perm itted un der the c opyright Ac t, n o pa rt m a y b e reproduc ed b y a n y proc ess without 

written  perm ission . 
The NSW  Na tion a l Pa rks a n d W ildlife Servic e is pa rt of the Offic e of En viron m en t a n d Herita ge. 

Pub lished b y: Offic e of En viron m en t a n d Herita ge (NSW ). 
Con ta c t: NPW S Northern  Pla in s Region , 

PO Box 848 Na rra b ri NSW  2390. Ph 6792 7350 
ISBN:  978-1-76039-196-6 OEH2015 / 0831  Date Approved: 18 Dec em b er 2015 
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Veg etation Com m unities and Biodiversity Th resh olds 
Veg etation 
Com m unity 

Veg etation m anag em ent 
g uidelines Fire Beh aviour 

Ripa ria n  & floodpla in  
woodla n d 

 
Com m un ities C3 & 

C4 

 An  in terva l b etween  fire 
even ts less tha n  20 yea rs 
should b e a voided 

 No presc rib ed b urn in g to 
b e c on duc ted 

 Poten tia l ra tes of sprea d is low due 
to Low – Moderate OFH 

 

W hite Pin e / Iron b a rk 
W oodla n d 

 
Com m un ity C2 

 An  in terva l b etween  fire 
even ts less tha n  20yea rs 
should b e a voided 

 A high in ten sity fire m a y b e 
perm itted a fter a  fire free 
period 30 – 50 yea rs 

 Poten tia l ra tes of sprea d is low due 
to Low – Moderate OFH 

 Loc a lised a rea s of  
Hig h  OFH m a y produc e restric ted 
a rea s of higher fire in ten sity 

An gophora  / W hite 
Pin e W oodla n d  

 
Com m un ity  

C1 

 An  in terva l b etween  fire 
even ts less tha n  15 yea rs 
a n d grea ter 40 yea rs 
should b e a voided 

 A high in ten sity fire m a y b e 
perm itted a fter a  fire free 
period 25 yea rs 

 Poten tia l ra te of sprea d is highest in  
a rea s of An gophora  with Hig h  OFH 

Gra ssla n d 
 

Com m un ity C5 

 An  in terva l b etween  fire 
even ts of less tha n  two 
yea rs should b e a voided. 

 Fire in ten sity is depen den t 
on  sea son a l c on dition s. 

 Poten tia l ra te of sprea d will b e 
determ in ed b y den sity a n d height 
of gra ss swa rds 

Stra tegic  Z on es Presc rib ed b urn  should b e c on sidered where the OFH ha s b een  
a ssessed a t HIGH, a fter a n  in terva l of 7yea rs  

OFH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ra tin g system  tha t in c ludes lea f litter, gra sses, shrub s, b a rk type 
a n d b a rk c on dition  

 
 

Status of Biodiversity Th resh olds

 

Too frequently 
b urnt 

Con sec utive fire in terva ls a re 
shorter tha n  the 
rec om m en ded m in im um  
in terva l. 

Vulnerab le to  
frequent fire 

The c urren t fire in terva l is 
shorter tha n  the 
rec om m en ded m in im um  
in terva l. 

With in 
th resh old  

The tim e-sin c e-fire is grea ter 
tha n  the rec om m en ded 
m in im um , a n d less tha n  the 
rec om m en ded m a xim um . 

Long  unb urnt 
The c urren t fire in terva l is 
lon ger tha n  the suggested 
in terva l. 
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Na tion a l Pa rks a n d W ildlife Servic e Fire M a n a gem en t M a n ua l, 2015. 
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Map Details 
Datum : Austra lia n  Geodec tic  Da tum  of 
Austra lia  (GDA) 1994 
P rojec tion: Austra lia n  M a p Grid (AM G) 
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Fire Season Inform ation  

Wildfires 
The c ritic a l wildfire sea son  oc c urs durin g Novem b er a n d Dec em b er. This period m a y exten d 
in to the first ha lf of Ja n ua ry. Pa rtic ula r c a re  is required durin g periods of n ega tive Southern  
Osc illa tion  In dic es. The en d of the c ritic a l fire sea son  is often  m a rked b y wet storm  a c tivity. 
 

P resc rib ed 
Burning  

 

Presc rib ed b urn in g should b e un derta ken  b efore a utum n  ra in  oc c urs to m a xim ise 
effec tiven ess. Burn in g m a y a lso b e c on sidered durin g la te win ter a n d ea rly sprin g depen den t 
on  sea son a l fa c tors. Presc rib ed b urn in g un derta ken  n ea r the c om m en c em en t of the sta tua ry 
b ushfire sea son  should b e fully c on ta in ed. 

 

1:750,000
Sc a le

Sc ale 1:50,000

1:50,000

Contac t Inform ation 
Ag enc y P osition / Loc ation P h one 

Duty Offic er (24 hour) 02 6792 4680 National P arks 
& Wildlife Servic e Na rra b ri Area  Offic e (b us. hours) 02 6792 7300 

M ic ha el Brooks 0427 101 124 
Duty Offic er 02 6799 6707 
Z on e Offic e 02 6799 6707 
Berrygill Creek Briga de - Da vid Kirkb y 02 6793 7858 

NSW Rural Fire Servic e  
Nam oi Zone 

Terry Hie Hie Briga de – Ross Sm ith 02 6754 6167 
NSW Fire Brig ade Newc a stle Com m s Cen tre 02 4929 7177 

Em erg enc y Servic es Polic e, Fire, Am b ula n c e 000 
SES  13 2500 

P olic e M oree 02 6757 3333 
Counc il M oree Pla in s 02 6757 3222 

 Com m unic ations Inform ation 
Servic e Ch annel Loc ation and Com m ents 

NPW S Repea ters 29  The Tops 

RFS  86 / P069 
87 / P070  V a ria b le rec eption , c hec k b y loc a tion  

RFS Stra tn et 128 / S12STN  The Govern or 
UHF - CB   Sm a ll fires c ha n n el 10 la rge fires determ in ed b y IM T 

Pa rks Ra dio 11-17  NPW S Firegroun d c ha n n els 1-7 
Avia tion  - CTAF 126.7  
M ob ile phon e   Telstra  – va ria b le rec eption   

 

Operational Guidelines 
General Guidelines 

Aerial operations 
 

 Aeria l opera tion s will b e m a n a ged b y tra in ed a n d c om peten t person n el. This in c ludes direc tin g a eria l 
b om b in g a n d a eria l ign ition  opera tion s 

 The use of b om b in g a irc ra ft without the support of groun d b a sed suppression  c rews should b e lim ited to very 
spec ific  c irc um sta n c es. 

 All a eria l ign ition  opera tion s require the c on sen t of the NPW S Region a l M a n a ger or the Sec tion  44 
Appoin tee.  

Bac kb urning  
 

 All person n el m ust b e fully b riefed b efore b a c k b urn in g opera tion s b egin . 
 Ba c kb urn in g in  a rea s of Low – M odera te OFH will require the use of win d or low hum idity to m a xim ise 

effec tiven ess. 
 W here pra c tic a b le to m op-up efforts, c lea r a  1m  ra dius a roun d dea d a n d fib rous b a rked trees a dja c en t to 

c on ta in m en t lin es prior to b a c kb urn in g, or wet down  these trees durin g the ign ition . 

Com m and & Control 
 

 The first c om b a ta n t a gen c y on  site m a y a ssum e c on trol of the fire, b ut then  m ust en sure the releva n t la n d 
m a n a gem en t a gen c y is n otified prom ptly.  

 On  the a rriva l of other c om b a ta n t a gen c ies, the in itia l In c iden t Con troller will lia ise with the RFS to en sure 
tha t the a gen c y in  c om m a n d a n d c on trol is determ in ed a n d a n  In c iden t Con troller is a ppoin ted. 

Containm ent Lines 
 

 New c on ta in m en t lin es require the prior c on sen t of a  sen ior NPW S offic er. 
 Con struc tion  of n ew c on ta in m en t lin es should b e a voided, where pra c tic a b le, exc ept where they c a n  b e 

c on struc ted with m in im a l en viron m en ta l im pa c t. 
 Con ta in m en t lin es run n in g a lon g va lley a rea s should b e c on struc ted a t 20 – 50 m etres from  the gullylin e to 

a void severe erosion . 
 All person a l in volved in  c on ta in m en t lin e c on struc tion  should b e b riefed on , a n d m ust c on sider b oth n a tura l 

a n d c ultura l herita ge sites in  the loc a tion . 

Earth m oving  
Equipm ent 

 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m a y on ly b e used with the prior c on sen t of a  sen ior NPW S offic er.  
 Light b la din g tec hn iques should b e used to m in im ise soil disturb a n c e a n d soil erosion  poten tia l. 
 W here possib le, stic k ra kes should b e fitted. 
 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m ust a lwa ys b e guided a n d supervised b y a n  experien c ed offic er, a n d a c c om pa n ied 

b y a  support vehic le. W hen  en ga ged in  direc t or pa ra llel a tta c k, this vehic le m ust b e a  fire fightin g vehic le. 
 Ea rthm ovin g equipm en t m ust b e wa shed down , where pra c tic a b le, prior to it en terin g NPW S esta te a n d 

a ga in  on  exitin g NPW S esta te.  
Fire Suppression 

Ch em ic als 
 The use of foa m  a n d reta rda n ts will b e perm itted on  the reserve 
 Fire suppression  c hem ic a ls a re n ot to b e a pplied within  50m  of wa ter c ourses a n d da m s.   
 The use of reta rda n ts requires the a pprova l of the Region a l M a n a ger or delega te 

Reh ab ilitation  W here pra c tic a b le, c on ta in m en t lin es should b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilita ted a s pa rt of the wildfire 
suppression  opera tion . 

Sm oke Manag em ent  Poten tia l sm oke im pa c ts a n d m itiga tion  ta c tic s will b e a ssessed durin g the pla n n in g of fire opera tion s. 
Visitor Manag em ent  The reserve m a y b e c losed to the pub lic  durin g periods of extrem e fire da n ger or durin g fire opera tion s. 

 Operational Guidelines Continued 
Resourc e Guidelines 

Ab orig inal Cultural Heritag e 
Site Manag em ent 

M odified trees 
 As fa r a s possib le, protec t the site from  fire 
 Do n ot c ut trees 
 Use of foa m  & reta rda n t is a c c epta b le 

 
Groun d b a sed sites (IS2), in c ludin g: c a m p sites, a rtefa c ts, grin din g 

grooves, wa terholes a n d qua rries 
 Protec t site from  a n y groun d disturb a n c e, in c ludin g the use of 

ea rth-m ovin g equipm en t a n d vehic les 
 

Resourc e sites (IS3), in c ludin g fig-tree groves 
 Protec t site from  physic a l disturb a n c e 

 
Th reatened Fauna and Flora 

Manag em ent 
 The protec tive a c tion s for threa ten ed fa un a  ha ve b een  

in c orpora ted in to the Opera tion a l Guidelin es a n d vegeta tion  
m a n a gem en t guidelin es 

 
Suppression Strateg ies 

Conditions & forec ast Guidelines 
Fire da n ger ra tin g 

LOW  - HIGH 
 A b roa d c on ta in m en t stra tegy usin g existin g roa ds, tra c ks, 

roc ky a rea s a n d rec en tly b urn t a rea s. 
Fire da n ger ra tin g 

V ERY HIGH - EXTREM E 
 Con sider direc t or pa ra llel a tta c k with pla n t a n d fire un its. 
 Sec ure fla n k a s soon  a s possib le on  the n ext predic ted 

down win d side. 
Ca ta strophic   Revert to property protec tion . 

 

 

Land Manag em ent 
Zones 

The ob jec tive of this zon e is 
to c on serve b iodiversity a n d 
protec t c ultura l herita ge b y 
a pplyin g b iodiversity 
thresholds 
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Broad Veg etation Com m unities
C1: Sm ooth-b a rked Apple - W hite Pin e
C2: W hite Pin e - Iron b a rk
C3: Bela h
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C5: Blue Gra ss - Red Gra ss
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