
   
   

The benefits of stubble retention: Above – The effect of wind erosion (left)
and similar land under stubble (right). Below – The effect of water erosion 
(left) and similar land under stubble (right). 
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 Photostandards for Estimating Amounts of Wheat Stubble 

Stubble weight 0.6 t/ha (Equivalent grain yield 0.4 t/ha)
 

Stubble weight 3.5 t/ha (Equivalent grain yield 2.3 t/ha)
 



 

   

    

  

   

 

  

Stubble weight 1.2 t/ha (Equivalent grain yield 0.8 t/ha) Stubble weight 2.5 t/ha (Equivalent grain yield 1.5 t/ha) 

Stubble weight 5.7 t/ha (Equivalent grain yield 3.6 t/ha) 

1.	 Flatten out an area of stubble. 

2.	 Lay a 50 cm x 50 cm wire frame over the area. 

3.	 Spread the stubble evenly within the frame area. 
4.	 Estimate the amount of stubble in the frame according to the five 

photos. 

5.	 Repeat this a number of times across the paddock.

 If the whole frame area is covered by a thin layer of stubble, at 

least 3 t/ha of stubble is present.

 	 Don't over-rate chaff. Chaff weighs less than stubble. 

•	 These photos relate to flattened wheat stubble. Ratings will be 

different for stubble with different densities, e.g. barley stubble is 

less dense and therefore its rating should be lowered. 



 

The Value of Stubble 

The choice of tillage implements and the number of cultivation passes significantly 

affects the amount of stubble left on the soil surface at sowing. 

Primary tillage using a chisel plough for stubble retention. 



 

 
  

 

LAND&WATER 
CONSERVATION 

Like to know more? 

Contact your nearest Department of Land & Water Conservation office for additional information or assistance. 
Publications on Conservation Farming are available from all offices and contain detailed information on many 
aspects of the farming system including further advice on stubble management. 




