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Appendix 7 
Walking Track Rehabilitation 

A7.1 Introduction 
Restoration of vegetation on degraded walking track sections at Mt Feathertop, Victoria, was 
undertaken following development of a Restoration Plan in January 2000. A copy of the 
Restoration Plan is included in an attachment to this appendix. 

The section of track focussed on in the restoration project runs along a ridge leading to the 
summit of the mountain, at an altitude of 1740-1922 metres. This section of track was badly 
degraded with vegetation and soil disturbance rated as moderate to severe. The damage 
included: 

• braiding, where multiple, criss-crossing tracks had developed; 
• widened sections of track (1.5 – 2.7 metres wide); 
• deeply scoured sections of track that had become redundant; 
• deeply scoured sections that were still in use; and 
• very steep, rocky sections, where the track alignment was poorly defined (leading to 

walker impacts becoming more spread out).  

Due to the severity of impacts occurring on the Mt Feathertop ridge, a track management 
plan was developed, which included realignment and upgrading of the track, as well as 
closure and restoration of redundant sections of track and damaged verges. 

A7.2 Description of work undertaken on Mt Feathertop 
Work undertaken to address walking track impacts on Mt Feathertop included: 

xii) collecting seed and preparing hardy indigenous tubestock for planting; 
xiii) identifying and hardening a preferred track alignment; 
xiv) installing appropriate drainage; 
xv) preparing the soil or substrate on redundant sections of track and track verges for 

planting; 
xvi) mulching and planting restoration areas, 
xvii) watering, protecting and maintaining sites until rehabilitation was well established 

and self-supporting.  

A7.3 Key considerations in walking track rehabilitation 
Key issues that need to be considered in walking track rehabilitation are detailed below. 

iv) Timing issues need to be considered from the outset to allow the works and plant 
preparation to be scheduled appropriately. 

v) The preferred track location needs to be identified, taking into consideration the 
vulnerability of environments passed through (particularly gradient, drainage, soil 
and vegetation type), opportunities to confine the track to areas that are already 
degraded, and scenic opportunities. By locating the track in areas less vulnerable to 
degradation and constructing it to best practice standards, the repetition of the 
existing problems could be avoided. 

vi) Plants suitable for rehabilitation need to be identified from the indigenous plants 
occurring at each site. Variations between each site need to be considered in 
choosing which species to use in specific areas; however, more significant 
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considerations involve identifying species that can be propagated easily and are 
hardy enough to survive in poor soil and exposed conditions. 

vii) Once appropriate species for rehabilitiation have been identified, seed collection and 
propagation need to be commenced, taking into consideration the timing of the 
works and when tubestock will be required.  

viii) Soil loss is likely to be a major limiting factor for rehabilitation. Where topsoil is 
absent, options could include, potential to import soil, creation of an organic soil 
substitute, and use of additives such as copra peat to build-up subsoil enough for 
the most hardy species to establish. 

ix) Improving drainage and appropriately grading sites should be emphasised, to 
reduce potential for further soil loss and create adequate conditions for plants to 
establish. 

x) Weed control is an important consideration, particularly as there is high potential for 
weeds to be introduced by walkers, as well as on work materials and machinery. 
Once introduced, weeds are likely to take advantage of exposed soils and 
disturbance. The Feathertop site was relatively low in weeds, therefore, control of 
existing weeds was a relatively minor consideration, however, strong emphasis was 
placed on ensuring that rehabilitation and track construction did not contribute to the 
introduction of new weeds. 

xi) Classifying walking track impacts into 5 classes, as detailed in section A5.5.1 allows 
rehabilitation treatments to be tailored to the type of track degradation that had 
occurred, as well as specific environmental attributes of each site. 
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Attachment A7  Mt Feathertop Walking Track, Strategy for 
Vegetation Restoration 
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