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O pe rational Guid e line s – Manage d  Site s 
Re sourc e  Guid e line s 

 
 

Ind ige nous 
Site s - 

Aboriginal 
Cultural He ritage  
Site  Manage m e nt 

 So m e Ab o rigin a l c ultura l sites a re iden tified in  
this pla n  o n  the In c iden t Ma p. Fo r further 
in fo rm a tio n  c o n c ern in g Ab o rigin a l sites sea rc h 
AHIMS. 

 Brief a ll perso n n el in vo lved in  c o n ta in m en t lin e 
c o n struc tio n  &/o r vehic le b a sed fire suppressio n  
o pera tio n s rega rdin g site lo c a tio n s. 

 No  gro un d disturb a n c e in c ludin g the use o f 
ea rth m o vin g m a c hin ery to  c o n struc t n ew tra ils, 
ha n d lin e c o n struc tio n , vehic les, b a c k b urn in g o r 
wa ter b o m b in g in  the vic in ity o f Ab o rigin a l sites. 

 Ma in ta in  vigila n c e fo r iden tifyin g un kn o wn  sites 
durin g o pera tio n s. 

 As fa r a s po ssib le pro tec t sites fro m  fire. 
 Do  n o t c ut do wn  m o dified trees. 
 U se o f fo a m s, wettin g a gen ts & reta rda n t is 

a c c epta b le. 

 
 

Historic  He ritage  
Site  Manage m e nt 

 Brief a ll perso n n el in vo lved in  c o n ta in m en t lin e 
c o n struc tio n  &/o r vehic le b a sed fire suppressio n  
o pera tio n s rega rdin g site lo c a tio n s (see m a in  
m a p). 

 Appro pria te fire sea so n  prepa ra tio n  will b e 
un derta ken  a ro un d herita ge a ssets, pa rtic ula rly 
the ho m estea d c o m plexes. 

Thre ate ne d  
Fauna 

Manage m e nt 
 

 A la rge n um b er o f fa un a  spec ies listed a s 
threa ten ed a re rec o rded a n d these utilise a  wide 
ra n ge o f ha b ita ts in  the Pa rk.  

 Bushfire c o n tro l o pera tio n s sho uld a im  to : 
   a ) m in im ise a rea  a ffec ted b y wildfire; 
   b ) utilise the iden tified tra ils fo r c o n ta in m en t; 
   c ) a vo id the c o n struc tio n  o f n ew c o n tro l lin es; 
a n d 
   d) m in im ise im pa c t o f c o n tro l o pera tio n s o n  
key ha b ita t  

 Where pra c tic a b le, a vo id da m a gin g o r rem o vin g 
existin g a n d future ho llo w b ea rin g trees a n d 
pro tec t them  fro m  fire. 

 NO ea rth m o vin g m a c hin ery, NO n ew c o n tro l 
lin es, NO fo a m in g a gen ts within  50m  o f 
wetla n ds, wa terc o urses o r da m s wherever 
po ssib le. 

Thre ate ne d  Flora 
Manage m e nt 

 Fire sho uld b e a vo ided in  Bla c k Bo x, Ho pb ush, 
Pric kly wa ttle a n d T urpen tin e vegeta tio n  
c o m m un ities (see vegeta tio n  m a p).   

Mac hine ry 
Exc lusion Z one  

 Within  50m  o f wetla n ds, wa terc o urses o r da m s 
wherever po ssib le. 

Com m unic ations Inform ation 
Se rvic e  Channe l Loc ation and  Com m e nts 

PDNP U HF  35 
 Peery / Arro wb a r / Ma n da la y, Wilga , 

Mt Murc hiso n , Co o n a vitra , T ilpilly 
a n d Wilc a n n ia  Wo rksho p. 

RFS 20  
SES Wilc a n n ia 

SES White Cliffs  
3 

32  
 

Evaluation of Biod ive rsity 
Thre shold s 

Be low 
Minim um  

Fre q ue nc y 
Thre shold  

Fire thresho lds ha ve 
b een  exc eeded. Spec ies 
m a y b ec o m e extin c t due 
to  in suffic ien t tim e to  
m a ture a n d repro duc e  
· Protect from fire as far 
as possible.  

W ithin 
Fre q ue nc y 
Thre shold  

Within  the  thresho ld fo r 
vegeta tio n  in  this a rea .  
Spec ies ha ve ha d 
suffic ien t tim e to  m a ture 
a n d repro duc e, a n d fo r 
ha b ita ts to  develo p. 
· A fire event is neither 
required or to be avoided  

Above  
Maxim um  
Fre q ue nc y 
Thre shold  

U n derb urn t, exc essive 
tim e sin c e la st fire. 
Spec ies m a y b ec o m e 
extin c t. 
· A fire event will be 
ecologically 
advantageous. Consider 
allowing unplanned fires 
to burn  

Unknown  In suffic ien t da ta  to  
determ in e fire thresho ld.  

NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to 
conserve  biodiversity  

 

Status of Biod ive rsiy Thre shold s  
 

O pe rational  Guid e line s 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Contac t Inform ation 
Age nc y Position / Loc ation Phone  

Fa r West Regio n  Duty Offic er 
(24 ho urs) 08 8080 3222 
Pa ro o -Da rlin g Na tio n a l Pa rk Offic e           
(b us. ho urs) 08 8083 7900 

National Parks 
& W ild life  Se rvic e  
 West Da rlin g Area  Offic e         

(b us. ho urs) 08 8080 3200 
Ma n a ger - Chris Fa velle          
(b us. ho urs)                                       
(m o b ile) 

02 6836 1226 
0419 691 815 

Opera tio n s – Ro b yn  Fa velle     0407 904 940 
Far W e st Z one  
NSW  Rural Fire  

Se rvic e  
Wilc a n n ia  Fire Co n tro l   (24 ho urs) 08 8091 5963 

Em e rge nc y 
Se rvic e s  000 

SES 
 
Wilc a n n ia  
White Cliffs 

132 500 
08 8091 5880 
08 8091 6606 

Polic e   
Wilc a n n ia   

000 
08 8083 8091 

Counc il Cen tra l Da rlin g Shire - Wilc a n n ia  08 8083 8910 
 

O pe rational Guid e line s – Ge ne ral O pe rations 
Ge ne ral                                                Guid e line s 

Ae rial 
ope rations 

 

 Aeria l o pera tio n s will b e m a n a ged b y tra in ed a n d c o m peten t perso n n el. T his 
in c ludes direc tin g a eria l b o m b in g a n d a eria l ign itio n  o pera tio n s 

 T he use o f b o m b in g a irc ra ft witho ut the suppo rt o f gro un d b a sed suppressio n  
c rews sho uld b e lim ited to  very spec ific  c irc um sta n c es. 

 All a eria l ign itio n  o pera tio n s require the c o n sen t o f the NPWS Regio n a l Ma n a ger 
o r the Sec tio n  44 Appo in tee.  

Bac kburning 
 

 All perso n n el m ust b e fully b riefed b efo re b a c k b urn in g o pera tio n s b egin . 
 Ba c kb urn in g in  a rea s o f Lo w – Mo dera te OFH will require the use o f slo pe, o r 

win d, o r lo w hum idity to  m a xim ise effec tiven ess. 
 Where pra c tic a b le, c lea r a  1m  ra dius a ro un d dea d a n d fib ro us b a rked trees 

a dja c en t to  c o n ta in m en t lin es prio r to  b a c kb urn in g, o r wet do wn  these trees a s pa rt 
o f the b a c kb urn  ign itio n . T his will reduc e m o p-up effo rts. 

Com m and  & 
Control 

 

 T he prim a ry o b jec tives o f fire suppressio n  a c tivities o n  NPWS m a n a ged la n ds a re 
to  en sure the sa fety o f in c iden t perso n n el a n d the pub lic , pro tec t life a n d pro perty, 
c o n serve n a tura l a n d c ultura l herita ge a n d m a in ta in  c o st effec tiven ess.  

 NPWS sho uld b e n o tified im m edia tely o f a n y fire within  o r n ea r a  NPWS reserve. 
 Where NPWS is n o t the first respo n din g fire a utho rity to  a rrive a t a  fire o n  NPWS-

m a n a ged la n ds, a  c o m peten t o ffic er o f the first a rrivin g fire a utho rity will direc t fire 
m a n a gem en t a c tivities un til a  c o m peten t  NPWS o ffic er a ssum es c o n tro l. 

 On  the a rriva l o f o ther c o m b a ta n t a gen c ies, the in itia l In c iden t Co n tro ller will 
c o n sult with rega rd to  the o n go in g c o m m a n d, c o n tro l a n d in c iden t m a n a gem en t 
tea m  requirem en ts a s per the releva n t BFMC Pla n  o f Opera tio n s. 

 Sta n da rd In c iden t Ma n a gem en t System s a re to  b e a pplied. 

Containm e nt 
Line s 

 

 Co n struc tio n  o f n ew c o n ta in m en t lin es sho uld b e a vo ided, where pra c tic a b le, 
exc ept where they c a n  b e c o n struc ted with m in im a l en viro n m en ta l im pa c t.  New 
c o n ta in m en t lin es require the prio r c o n sen t o f a  sen io r NPWS o ffic er. 

 Ha n d to o l lin es m a y b e used to  c o n ta in  wildfires to  sm a ller a rea s where po ssib le. 
 Where pra c tic a b le, c o n ta in m en t lin es sho uld c o n sider the pro tec tio n  o f dra in a ge 

fea tures. 
 All perso n a l in vo lved in  c o n ta in m en t lin e c o n struc tio n  sho uld b e b riefed o n , a n d 

m ust c o n sider b o th n a tura l a n d c ultura l herita ge sites in  the lo c a tio n . 
 Where po ssib le un der b en ign  wea ther c o n ditio n s, c o n sider a llo win g fires to  b e 

c o n ta in ed b y previo usly b urn t a rea s a n d n a tura l lo w fuel a rea s in  preferen c e to  the 
c o n struc tio n  o f n ew c o n tro l lin es. 

 If c o n ta in m en t lin es a re required, where po ssib le they sho uld lin k up with fire tra ils, 
rec en tly b urn t a rea s a n d n a tura l lo w fuel a rea s a n d utilise iden tified prim a ry a n d 
sec o n da ry tra ils a n d existin g c lea red a rea s a s c o n ta in m en t lin es. 

 Do zers will o pera te with sc rub -ra kes in  preferen c e to  b la des to  lim it so il 
disturb a n c e a n d gra ders will b e preferred in  spea rgra ss fuel c o n ditio n s in  o pen  
vegeta tio n  c o m m un ities 

Earthm oving 
Eq uipm e nt 

 Eq uipm e nt Loc ation: 
- Ca t 9 slip-o n  un its a re b a sed a t Wilc a n n ia , Peery a n d T ilpilly 
- Ca terpilla r 140H gra der (within  West Da rlin g Area ) 
- Ca terpilla r 908 lo a der with sc rub -ra ke (within  West Da rlin g Area ) 

 Ca t 9 a pplia n c es a re the preferred vehic le o n  Pa ro o -Da rlin g NP. Ea rth m o vin g 
equipm en t m a y o n ly b e used with the prio r c o n sen t o f the Sen io r NPWS Offic er, 
a n d then  o n ly if the pro b a b ility o f its suc c ess is high. 

 Ea rthm o vin g equipm en t m ust a lwa ys b e guided a n d supervised b y a n  experien c ed 
o ffic er, a n d a c c o m pa n ied b y a  suppo rt vehic le. When  en ga ged in  direc t o r pa ra llel 
a tta c k this vehic le m ust b e a  fire fightin g vehic le. 

 Ea rthm o vin g equipm en t m ust b e wa shed do wn , where pra c tic a b le, prio r to  it 
en terin g NPWS esta te a n d a ga in  o n  exitin g NPWS esta te.  

 Ob serve the threa ten ed spec ies a n d c ultura l herita ge o pera tio n a l guidelin es. 
Fire  

Suppre ssion 
Che m ic als 

 T he use o f fo a m , wettin g a gen ts a n d reta rda n ts will b e perm itted o n  the reserve 
 T he use o f fire suppressio n  c hem ic a ls a re n o t to  b e a pplied within  50m  o f wa ter 

c o urses, da m s a n d swa m ps.   
 T he use o f reta rda n ts requires the a ppro va l o f the Regio n a l Ma n a ger o r delega te 

Re habilitation  Where pra c tic a l, c o n ta in m en t lin es sho uld b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilita ted a s pa rt o f 
the wildfire suppressio n  o pera tio n . 

Sm oke  
Manage m e nt 

 Po ten tia l sm o ke im pa c ts a n d m itiga tio n  ta c tic s will b e a ssessed durin g the 
pla n n in g o f fire o pera tio n s. 

 If sm o ke b ec o m es a  ha za rd o n  ro a ds / highwa ys, m a n a gem en t m ust b e in  
a c c o rda n c e with releva n t RT A tra ffic  m a n a gem en t guidelin es. 

Visitor 
Manage m e nt 

 T he reserve m a y b e c lo sed to  the pub lic  durin g perio ds o f extrem e fire da n ger o r 
durin g fire o pera tio n s. 

W ARNINGS 
 Bewa re o verhea d po werlin es 
 Bewa re o f Mo o m b a  to  Sydn ey high pressure ga s pipelin e in  the No rthern  a n d 

T ilpilly sec tio n s o f PDNP. 
 

Asset Pro tec tio n  Z o n es

Stra tegic  Fire
Adva n ta ge Z o n es 

Far W e st Re gion 
Paroo-Darling National Park 

Tilpilly Se c tion 
 Fire  Manage m e nt Strate gy 

2014 

 
This strate gy should  be  use d  in c onjunc tion with ae rial photography and  fie ld  re c onnaissanc e  d uring 

inc id e nts and  the  d e ve lopm e nt of inc id e nt ac tion plans. 
T hese da ta  a re n o t gua ra n teed to  b e free fro m  erro r o r o m issio n . T he NSW Na tio n a l Pa rks a n d Wildlife a n d its em plo yees 

disc la im  lia b ility fo r a n y a c t do n e o n  the in fo rm a tio n  in  the da ta  a n d a n y c o n sequen c es o f suc h a c ts o r o m issio n s. 
T his do c um en t is c o pyright. Apa rt fro m  a n y fa ir dea lin g fo r the purpo se o f study, resea rc h c ritic ism  o r review, a s 

perm itted un der the c o pyright Ac t, n o  pa rt m a y b e repro duc ed b y a n y pro c ess witho ut written  perm issio n . 
This strate gy is a re le vant Plan und e r Se c tion  38 (4) and  Se c tion 44 (3) of Rural Fire s Ac t 1997. 

T he NSW Na tio n a l Pa rks a n d Wildlife Servic e is pa rt o f the Offic e o f En viro n m en t a n d Herita ge. 
Pub lished b y the Offic e o f En viro n m en t a n d Herita ge (NSW), 8th Ma y 2014. 

Co n ta c t: Na tio n a l Pa rks a n d Wildlife Servic e, West Da rlin g Area  Offic e, 
PO Bo x 788, Bro ken  Hill, NSW 2880. Ph 08 8080 3200 

ISBN < 978 1 74359 622 7>  OEH <2014/0348> Date  Approve d : <08/05/2014> 
 Map De tails 

Datum : Austra lia n  Geo c en tric  Da tum  o f Austra lia  (GDA) 
1994 
Proje c tion: Austra lia n  Ma p Grid (AMG) Z o n e 55 

Da ta : Spo t Sa tellite Im a gery:  2005. 1:50k T o po gra phic  Ma p: 
Fa r West Regio n , Pa ro o -Da rlin g Na tio n a l Pa rk, T ilpilly 
Sec tio n  FMS 2014 
Sc a le: No ted sc a les a re true when  prin ted o n  A3  size pa per 

 

Ve ge tation Com m unitie s, Biod ive rsity 
Thre shold s Fire  Be haviour and  Availability for 

Pre sc ribe d  Burns 
Ve ge tation 
Com m unity 

Biod ive rsity 
Thre shold s 

Fire  Be haviour / 
Availability for 

Pre sc ribe  Burns 

Wo o llyb utt – 
Nin ea wn  -

Spea rgra ss 
Ca n egra ss 
Po pla r Bo x 

 Fires o n c e 
every 10 yea rs 

 T he in terva l fo r 
fire even ts in  
gra ssla n ds 
sho uld b e 
grea ter tha n  2 
yea rs a n d less 
tha n  10 yea rs 
 

 Spea rgra ss a n d 
Ca n egra ss spec ies 
a re a va ila b le fo r 
presc riptio n  b urn s 
in  ephem era l 
c o n ditio n s. 

 Po pla r Bo x c a n  
b en efit fro m  
o c c a sio n  fire 
even ts. T his 
spec ies is a  m a jo r 
ho llo w fo rm in g tree 
spec ies 

Ro sewo o d-
Leo pa rdwo o d 

 Fires o n c e every 
15 yea rs 

 Fire c a n  help 
suc kerin g a n d 
regen era tio n  

 T hese spec ies 
b en efit fro m  
o c c a sio n a l fire 
even ts 

Bela h 

 No  m o re tha n  
o n e fire every 20 
yea rs 

 Pro tec t Bela h 
fro m  in ten se 
fires 

 T his spec ies is 
sen sitive to  fires 
a n d c a n  b e 
severely a ffec ted 
b y in ten se fire 
even ts 

  Bla c k Bo x -     
Ho pb ush - Pric kly 

wa ttle - 
T urpen tin e 

 No  to lera n c e fo r 
fire 

 Pro tec t fro m  
in ten se fires 

 Where fuel lo a ds 
a re extrem e these 
spec ies c a n  
pro duc e fires o f a  
high in ten sity 

Rec en t 
Fire 

Histo ry 

 
T he frequen c y o f fire in  the Pa ro o -Da rlin g 
Na tio n a l Pa rk a rea  is lo w. Previo usly, la rge sc a le 
fires ha ve o c c urred in  the regio n  fo llo win g 
c o n sec utive yea rs o f a b o ve a vera ge win ter/sprin g 
ra in fa ll suc h a s the La Nin a  even t in  2010/11. T his 
o c c urred in  the ea rly 1950’s, m id 1970’s a n d m id 
1980’s. T hese fires were ign ited b y lightn in g 
strikes in  the so uth o f the Em m da le distric t a n d 
tra velled n o rth to wa rds the Da rlin g River. 
Vegeta tio n  c o m m un ities o n  the Pa rk do  n o t 
gen era lly c a rry suffic ien t fuel lo a ds fo r la rge sc a le 
fires to  develo p. T his is a  result o f lo w fuel levels 
in  the un dersto rey a n d the la c k o f spa tia l 
c o n tin uity c a used b y in term itten t a rea s o f b a re 
ea rth o r ro c ky gro un d.  
Ho wever spea rgra ss a n d o ther a n n ua l gra sses 
c a n  fo rm  c o n tin uo us fuel lo a ds durin g ephem era l 
c o n ditio n s. 
T he la st fire to  o c c ur in  the T ilpilly sec tio n  o f the 
PDNP wa s a  sm a ll 48ha  wildfire in  2000 in  the 
Wo o llyb utt- Nin ea wn  – Spea rgra ss a n d Bela h – 
Ro sewo o d – Leo pa rdwo o d vegeta tio n  
c o m m un ities prio r to  ga zetta l  
T he m a jo rity o f the vegeta tio n  c o m m un ities in  the 
T ilpilly sec tio n  ha ve n o  requirem en t fo r fire (see 
a b o ve). 
Co n sec utive fire even ts sho uld b e spa c ed a t 
a ppro xim a tely 20 yea r in terva ls to  en sure pla n t 
spec ies a c ro ss the pa rk ha ve the o ppo rtun ity to  
repro duc e. 
 

 

 

 

Asse t Prote c tion Z one s 
Asse t Loc ation AMS Eq uipm e nt Num be r 

Tilpilly Hom e ste ad  / W orkshop 
Com ple x 

Off Co b a r Shire Ro a d 2; J a c o b s Well / Budda  Ro a d 
to  T ilpa  via  Ma n a ra  – T ilpilly Sec tio n  
Ma p: Nelya m b o  (7735) - 1:100,000 
Grid Referen c e - 0254600, 6533000 

1297735 

Tilpilly W oolshe d  / She are rs Quarte rs 
Off Co b a r Shire Ro a d 2; J a c o b s Well / Budda  Ro a d 
to  T ilpa  via  Ma n a ra  – T ilpilly Sec tio n  
Ma p: Nelya m b o  (7735) - 1:100,000 
Grid Referen c e - 0248200, 6532300 

1317658 

Fire sea so n  prepa ra tio n  a c tivities a re to  b e c a rried o ut a n n ua lly within  a n d surro un din g a sset pro tec tio n  zo n es prio r to  the b egin n in g o f fire 
sea so n . Where ephem era l gro wth c rea tes eleva ted fuel lo a ds further trea tm en t o f the APZ  sho uld b e c o m pleted a s required. 
 
T he perim eter o f a ll b uildin g a ssets (in c ludin g ho m estea d ya rd fen c es), herita ge sto c kya rds, pa rk sign a ge, en try b a ys a n d o ther a ssets a re to  
ha ve vegeta tio n  prun ed a wa y a n d gro un d c o ver sla shed to  two  widths o f the sla sher (5-6m ) a wa y fro m  a sset 

Re fe re nc e  Doc um e nts 
 <Na tio n a l Pa rks a n d Wildlife Servic e Fire 

Ma n a gem en t Ma n ua l, 2013-14.> 

 

Fire  Se ason Inform ation 

W ild fire s 
< T he c ritic a l wildfire sea so n  o c c urs durin g No vem b er a n d Dec em b er. 
T his perio d m a y exten d in to  the first ha lf o f J a n ua ry. Pa rtic ula r c a re is 
required durin g perio ds o f n ega tive So uthern  Osc illa tio n  In dic es. T he 
en d o f the c ritic a l fire sea so n  is o ften  m a rked b y wet sto rm  a c tivity.> 

Pre sc ribe d  
Burning 

< Presc rib ed b urn in g sho uld b e un derta ken  b efo re a utum n  ra in  o c c urs. 
Burn in g m a y a lso  b e un derta ken  durin g la te win ter a n d ea rly sprin g > 
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