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Contact Inform ation 
Age nc y Position / Location Phone  

N ational Parks & W ild life  Se rvic e  
West Bra n c h Duty Offic er 02 8275 1740 
West Darlin g Area Offic e (b usin ess hrs) 08 8084 2880 
Tib o o b urra Offic e (M o n -Fri 8:30-16:30) 08 8091 3308 

Are a W e ste rn Com m and  
N SW  Rural Fire  Se rvic e  

RFS Hea dqua rters Sydn ey 02 8741 5555 
Far West District 02 6836 1226 

Bushfire  Inform ation Line  1800 NSW RFS 1800 679 737 
Em e rge nc y Se rvic e s Po lic e, Fire & Am b ula n c e 000 

SES In  a n  em ergen c y c a ll 132 500 
Polic e  Tib o o b urra Statio n  08 8091 3303 
Counc il U n in c o rpo rated NSW 02 6883 5400 

Bord e r Fe nc e  Mainte nanc e  Board  Sm ithville 08 8091 3582 
Local Ab original Land  Counc il Tib o o b urra 08 8091 3435 

N e ighb ours Ca ll the NPWS Bro ken  Hill o r Tib o o b urra 
o ffic es fo r m o re in fo rm a tio n   08 8084 2880 

 
Com m unic ations Inform ation 

Se rvic e  Channe l Location and  Com m e nts 

NPWS V HF Ra dio  35 
NPWS has a po rta b le V HF repeater sto red at Bro ken  
Hill. When  deplo yed, reaso n a b le c o vera ge a c ro ss the 
park. 

Aircra ft  Co n ta c t the State Air Desk fo r frequen c y a llo c a tio n   
M o b ile ph c o vera ge  Alm o st n o n -existen t. So m e patc hes with Cell-fi   
Satellite Pho n e  Go o d rec eptio n  
U HF - CB 35 Lim ited, b ut go o d b etween  vehic les if within  sho rt 

ra n ge 
 

 

N arrie arra Caryap und y Swam p  N ational Park 
Fire  Manage m e nt Strate gy 2021  

This strate gy should  b e  use d  in c onjunc tion with ae rial p hotograp hy and  fie ld  re c onnaissanc e  d uring inc id e nts and  
the  d e ve lop m e nt of inc id e nt action p lans. 

These data are n o t guara n teed to b e free fro m error or o m issio n . The NSW Natio n a l Parks a n d Wildlife a n d its emplo yees discla im lia b ility for a n y 
a ct do n e o n  the in fo rm atio n  in  the data a n d a n y c o n sequen c es o f such a cts or o m issio n s. 

This do c um en t is c o pyright. Apart fro m  a n y fa ir dea lin g fo r the purpo se o f study, researc h critic ism  o r review, as perm itted 
un der the c o pyright Act, n o  part m a y b e repro duc ed b y a n y pro c ess witho ut written  perm issio n . 

This strate gy is a re le vant Plan und e r Se c tion  38 (4) and  Se c tion 44 (3) of Rural Fire s Act 1997. 
The NSW Natio n a l Parks a n d Wildlife Servic e is part o f the Dept o f Pla n n in g, In dustry & En viro n m en t. 

Pub lished b y the NSW Natio n a l Parks & Wildlife Servic e, Feb ruary 2021. 
Co n ta c t: 

PO Bo x 788 Bro ken  Hill 2880 NSW Ph 08 8084 2880 
         ISBN  978-1-76058-424-5                            EES 2021/0052 V ersio n  1           Date  ap p rove d :                  Feb ruary 2021 
Re late d  Docum e nts: N PW S Fire  Manage m e nt Manual  

Map  De tails 
Datum : Geo c en tric  Datum  o f Austra lia  (GDA) 1994  
Proje c tion: M a p Grid o f Austra lia  (M GA) Z o n e 54 
Scale  1:200,000 Data: Spo t Satellite Im a gery: 2005 

Top ograp hic  Map s:  
1:100,000 To n ga wo ko  7439 
1:100,000 Tib o o b urra 7339 

 

 
 Wildfires- a n ec do ta l eviden c e fro m  

previo us o wn er o f Narriea rra Statio n  
 

Fire  Se ason Inform ation 

W ild fire s 
The critic a l wildfire seaso n  o c c urs No vem b er to  Feb ruary. This perio d 
m a y exten d in to  the first ha lf o f M a rc h. Partic ula r c a re is required durin g 
perio ds o f c o n sec utive ephem era l gro wth. The en d o f the critic a l fire 
seaso n  is o ften  m a rked b y a dec lin e in  tem perature a n d risin g hum idity. 

Pre scrib e d  Burning 
 

Typic a lly, prescrib ed b urn in g wo uld ta ke pla c e in  Autum n  to  Sprin g. 
Fo llo win g c o n sec utive yea rs o f a b o ve a vera ge ra in fa ll prescrib ed b urn in g 
m a y b e used to  reduc e ephem era l fuel gro wth. An y b urn in g will c o m ply 
with the prescriptio n s o utlin ed in  the asso c ia ted Prescrib ed Burn  Pla n s.  

 

Ve ge tation Com m unitie s
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Ve ge tation m anage m e nt 
Note: Vegetation mapping is still being defined. Below is a list of vegetation formations that occur on Narriearra Caryapundy Swamp NP 

Ve ge tation Form ation 
Ve ge tation 
Com m unity Ve ge tation m anage m e nt guid e line s Fire  Be haviour 

Se m i-arid  W ood land  
(Grassy sub -form ation) 

Co o la b a h wo o dla n d 
(with o c c a sio n a l 
Bla c k Bo x trees) 

• Co o la b a h is sen sitive to  high in ten sity fire (whic h c a n  in hib it the rec ruitm en t o f seedlin gs) 
a n d/o r to o  frequen t fire, b o th c a n  kill yo un g pla n ts a n d so m e m ature trees. 

• An  in terva l b etween  fire even ts less tha n  9 years sho uld b e a vo ided 

Co o la b a h wo o dla n ds do  n o t susta in  en o ugh fuel lo a ds (gen era lly Lo w – M o derate OFH in  dry yea rs) to  c a rry large sc a le 
fires.  
 
Typic a lly, there is n o t en o ugh fuel lo a d to  c a rry fire in  Arid shrub la n ds, b o th a c a c ia  a n d c hen o po d sub -fo rm a tio n s (OFH Lo w 
in  dry yea rs). 
 
On ly fo llo win g c o n sec utive large-sc a le ra in  even ts when  ephem era l fuel lo a ds ha ve sign ific a n tly in c reased (OFH High o r 
a b o ve) will these c o m m un ities c a rry fire. See descriptio n  b elo w fo r Grassla n ds fo r further deta il a b o ut fire b eha vio ur. 

Arid  shrub land  
(c he nop od  sub -
form ation) 

Gib b er, Aeo lia n  & 
Riverin e c hen o po d 
shrub la n ds 

• Fire sho uld b e a vo ided in  c hen o po d c o m m un ities. 
• Chen o po d spec ies are sen sitive to  fire a n d m a y b e severely im pa c ted if b urn t. 
 

Arid  shrub land  (acac ia 
sub -form ation) 

Sa n d pla in  M ulga 
shrub la n ds 

• An  in terva l b etween  fire even ts less tha n  15 years sho uld b e a vo ided.  
• Fire pla ys n o  ro le in  the germ in a tio n  o f M ulga . 
• M ulga  is susc eptib le to  frequen t a n d/o r in ten se fire. 

Grassland s (not 
d isp laye d  on m ap ) 

M itc hell Grass 
grassla n d 
 

• An  in terva l b etween  fire even ts less tha n  6 years sho uld b e a vo ided.  
• Fire frequen c y sho uld prim a rily b e determ in ed thro ugh o n -gro un d assessm en t o f 
vegetatio n  hea lth, fuel a c c um ula tio n  a n d previo us fire patc hin ess a n d a djusted fo r wildfire 
risk a n d dro ught c yc les. 

Highly varia b le fire b eha vio ur depen din g o n  the presen c e a n d gro wth o f ephem era l fuel lo a ds.  
High in ten sity fast m o vin g fire o n c e grasses ha ve c ured.  
Fire b eha vio ur is do m in a ted b y win ds, b o th speed a n d direc tio n .  
Even  in  very lo w fuel, grass fires c a n  b e erratic  a n d fast m o vin g.  
In  ephem era l yea rs fire in ten sity will b e higher tha n  in  dro ught years where m in im a l grass gro wth will result in  m o derate fire 
b eha vio ur b ut po ten tia lly still fast m o vin g depen din g o n  weather c o n ditio n s at the tim e. 

Saline  W e tland  
In la n d sa lin e la kes. 
Neverfa il grass, 
sa ltb ush & spin y 
lign um  

• Fire sho uld b e a vo ided. 

These vegetatio n  c o m m un ities will gen era lly n o t c a rry fire un less there are high ephem era l fuel lo a ds. 
M o derate to  high in ten sity fires m a y o c c ur when  fuel lo a ds are high o r a b o ve. 

Fre shwate r we tland s 
In la n d flo o dpla in . 
Lign um  shrub la n d & 
Ca n egrass swa m p 

• No  fire in  b o th prim a ry a n d sec o n da ry Grey Grasswren  ha b itat. 
• An  in terva l b etween  fire even ts less tha n  6 years sho uld b e a vo ided in  surro un din g ha b itat. 

OFH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ratin g system  that uses m easurem en ts o f lea f litter, grasses, shrub s, b a rk type a n d b a rk c o n ditio n  in  a given  area  to  determ in e the ha za rd.  
Ep he m e ral c ond itions – gen era lly o c c ur a fter c o n sec utive yea rs o f m uc h higher tha n  a vera ge ra in fa ll whic h lea ds to  a b uild up o f fin e fuels suc h as grasses a n d herb s. This has the po ten tia l to  crea te a c o n tin uo us fuel lo a din g (grasses – peren n ia l a n d a n n ua l) a c ro ss a ll 
vegetatio n  c o m m un ities listed a b o ve. 

 

Op e rational Guid e line s 
Ae rial op e rations 

 
 Aeria l o peratio n s will b e m a n a ged b y tra in ed a n d c o m peten t perso n n el. This in c ludes direc tin g a eria l b o m b in g a n d a eria l ign itio n  o peratio n s. 
 The use o f b o m b in g a ircra ft witho ut the suppo rt o f gro un d-b a sed suppressio n  c rews sho uld b e lim ited to  very spec ific  c irc um sta n c es. 
 All a eria l ign itio n  o peratio n s require the c o n sen t o f NPWS West Bra n c h Direc to r, Sec tio n  44 delega te o r as stated in  a n  o peratio n a l b urn  pla n .  

Bac kb urning 
 

 All perso n n el m ust b e fully b riefed b efo re b a c k-b urn in g o peratio n s b egin . 
 Ba c kb urn in g is a va lid a n d useful firefightin g to o l b ut sho uld o n ly b e un derta ken  when  tem perature a n d hum idity a llo w (late a ftern o o n  a n d even in g), b y experien c ed perso n n el a n d a fter c a reful c o n sidera tio n  b y the 
In c iden t M a n a gem en t Tea m . 

 Where pra c tic a b le to  m o p up effo rts, c lea r a 1m  ra dius aro un d dea d a n d lo o se b a rked trees a dja c en t to  c o n ta in m en t lin es prio r to  b a c kb urn in g, o r wet do wn  these trees durin g ign itio n    
Com m and  & Control 

 

 The first c o m b a ta n t a gen c y o n  site m a y assum e c o n tro l o f the fire b ut then  m ust en sure the releva n t la n d m a n a gem en t a gen c y is n o tified pro m ptly. 
 On  the arriva l o f o ther c o m b a ta n t a gen c ies, the in itia l In c iden t Co n tro ller will c o n sult with regard to  the o n go in g c o m m a n d, c o n tro l a n d in c iden t m a n a gem en t tea m  requirem en ts as per the releva n t BFM C Pla n  o f 
Operatio n s. 

 The Narriearra Ho m estea d prec in c t has po wer, b o re water, ta n ks a n d a Helipa d site   

Containm e nt Line s 
 

 New c o n ta in m en t lin es require the prio r c o n sen t o f a sen io r NPWS Offic er. 
 All perso n n el in vo lved in  c o n ta in m en t lin e c o n structio n  sho uld b e b riefed a n d m ust c o n sider b o th n a tura l a n d c ultura l herita ge sites in  the lo c a tio n . 
 Co n structio n  o f n ew c o n ta in m en t lin es sho uld b e a vo ided in  Narriearra, exc ept where they c a n  b e c o n structed with m in im a l en viro n m en ta l im pa c t. 
 The b io diversity o b jec tives a n d lo c a tio n s o f sign ific a n t spec ies (Grey Grasswren ) will b e c o n sidered when  lo c a tin g c o n tro l lin es. Lin k up with existin g ro a ds, b urn t areas a n d areas with lo w fuel areas as m uc h as 
po ssib le when  pla n n in g a n d c o n structin g c o n tro l lin es. 
 Co n ta in m en t lin e c o n structio n  usin g earthm o vin g equipm en t m ust b e in  a c c o rda n c e with the earthm o vin g guidelin es o utlin ed b elo w. 
 All c o n ta in m en t lin es n o t required fo r o ther purpo ses will b e c lo sed at the c essatio n  o f the in c iden t. 
 All c o n ta in m en t lin e c o n structio n  m ust b e m apped (fo r future referen c e a n d assista n c e with reha b ilitatio n  wo rks) 

Earthm oving Equip m e nt 

 The use o f Earthm o vin g equipm en t m ust o n ly b e used with the prio r c o n sen t o f a sen io r NPWS Offic er with lo c a l kn o wledge. Partic ula r c a re m ust b e ta ken  in ; 
o Grey Grasswren  ha b itat areas(lign um ) a n d   
o Sign ific a n t c ultura l herita ge la n dfo rm  areas 

 Earthm o vin g equipm en t m ust a lwa ys b e guided a n d supervised b y a n  experien c ed o ffic er a n d a c c o m pa n ied b y a suppo rt vehic le. When  en ga ged in  direc t o r para llel atta c k this vehic le m ust b e a fire fightin g 
vehic le. 

 Earthm o vin g equipm en t m ust b e washed do wn , where pra c tic a l, prio r to  it en terin g NPWS estate a n d a ga in  o n  exitin g NPWS estate. 
Fire  Sup p re ssion Che m ic als 

 Fire retarda n t a n d gels m ust n o t b e used o n  Narriearra. 
 The use o f Class A fo a m  in  Cat 9 un its will require the appro va l o f the NPWS Divisio n a l Co m m a n der.  
 Where po ssib le, fire suppressio n  c hem ic a ls are n o t to  b e applied n ea r water c o urses a n d gro un d ta n ks(da m s), in c ludin g Carya pun dy Swa m p a n d the Bullo o  Overflo w.   

Re hab ilitation  Where pra c tic a b le, c o n ta in m en t lin es sho uld b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilitated as part o f the wildfire suppressio n  o peratio n . 
W ate ring p oints  Water po in ts fo r vehic les are dispersed a c ro ss the park, see In c iden t m a p fo r Water V ehic le lo c a tio n s 

 All gro un d ta n ks (da m s) will b e sub jec t to  seaso n a l c ha n ges – c o n sult with lo c a l NPWS sta ff fo r c urren t gro un d ta n ks (da m s) water status 
Sm oke  Manage m e nt  Po ten tia l sm o ke im pa c ts a n d m itigatio n  ta c tic s will b e assessed durin g the pla n n in g o f fire o peratio n s. 

 If sm o ke b ec o m es a ha za rd o n  lo c a l ro a ds, the po lic e a n d releva n t m edia  m ust b e n o tified. 
Visitor Manage m e nt  This reserve m a y b e c lo sed to  visito rs durin g fire da n ger perio ds rated Severe o r higher a n d durin g Fire Operatio n s o r Wildfire In c iden ts 

 This reserve m a y b e c lo sed fo llo win g large ra in  even ts if ro a ds b ec o m e im passa b le 

W ARN IN GS 
 ROADS MAY  BECOME BOGGY  AN D UN TRAFFICABLE AFTER RAIN . 
 FLOW IN G BORE W ATER ACROSS N ARRIEARRA IS DAN GEROUSLY  HOT AN D MUST N OT BE TOUCHED OR DECAN TED STRAIGHT IN TO FIRE UN ITS. FOLLOW IN G A COOLIN G DOW N  PERIOD 
W ATER CAN  BE USED FROM ASSOCIATED GROUN D TAN KS (DAMS) AN D TAN KS.  

 BEW ARE OF OVERHEAD POW ERLIN ES (REFER TO IN CIDEN T MAP) AN D MAKE SURE TO ‘LOOK UP AN D LIVE’ 
 BEW ARE OF AN Y  GAS BOTTLES, DAN GEROUS GOODS STORAGE AREAS AN D HAZARDOUS MATERIALS N EAR HOMESTEAD SITES 

Blac k te xt- gen era l guidelin es   Blue  Te xt- reserve spec ific  guidelin es   Re d  te xt- Im po rta n t warn in gs 
 

Op e rational Guid e line s - He ritage  
The preliminary cultural heritage assessment has revealed evidence that Narriearra has a rich history of Aboriginal occupation 

Ab original Cultural 
He ritage  Site  
Manage m e nt 

M o dified trees, in c ludin g sc a rred trees 
 Pro tec t the site fro m  c a tc hin g fire, c lea r aro un d b a se o f litter a n d shrub s 
 Fo a m  m a y b e used to  pro tec t the tree, o r to  extin guish fire 
 Do  n o t c ut trees  

Ground based sites, including artefacts, middens, hearths & stone arrangements 
 Pro tec t site fro m  a n y gro un d disturb a n c e, in c ludin g the use o f earth-m o vin g equipm en t a n d vehic les  
 Apply a m a c hin ery exc lusio n  area where there is a high c o n c en tratio n  o f kn o wn  sites 
 Area m a y b e b urn t 

Burial sites  
 Pro tec t sites fro m  a n y disturb a n c e b y exc ludin g o peratio n s b y at least 25 m etres  
 Area m a y b e b urn t 

Historic He ritage  Site  
Manage m e nt 

Heritage Sites (Narriearra Homestead, Teurika Homestead, Connulpie Homestead, Whittabrinnah pub site) 
 Pro tec t the sites fro m  fire b y slashin g in  high ephem era l gro wth years. 
 Exc lude site fro m  fire where po ssib le 
 Avo id c o n structio n  o f n ew c o n ta in m en t lin es- if un a vo ida b le utilise least destructive m etho d as po ssib le aro un d the perim eter a n d in  a c c o rda n c e with 
the Operatio n a l Guidelin es o f this strategy  

 Fo a m  m a y b e used to  pro tec t the site, o r to  extin guish fire 
Wooden stock yards, survey trees, old signs or trails 
 Pro tec t the site fro m  fire 
 Fo a m  m a y b e used to  pro tec t the sites, o r to  extin guish fire 

Thre ate ne d  Fauna & 
Flora Manage m e nt 

Threatened fauna species  
 Grey Grasswren (Amytornis barbatus) 
 Redthroat (Pyrrholaemus brunneus) 

Threatened flora species 
 Sturt Saltbush (Atriplex sturtii) 

Management actions 
 Where possible, fire must be excluded from the lignum habitat zones of the Grey Grasswren 
 The use of earthmoving equipment must only be used with prior consent of a NPWS Officer with local area knowledge of critical habitat zones 
 Monitoring to record fire response must be initiated after a fire event   

 

Sup p re ssion Strate gie s  
WARNING: where high ephem era l fuel gro wth exists fire c a n  b urn  with very high in ten sity a n d fire run s sho uld b e a n tic ipated with win ds fro m  a n y direc tio n . 

En trapm en t risk is very high. 
Typ ic al Cond itions Guid e line s 

 Curren t Fire Da n ger Ratin g 
(FDR) o f Ve ry High or ab ove, 

 Sho rt o r m edium  ra n ge 
fo rec a sts in dic a tes a 
c o n tin uin g FDR o f Ve ry High 
o r a b o ve 

 A risk to  life a n d/o r pro perty 
exists in  the sho rt -m edium  
term  

 A b ro a d area risk to  
b io diversity exists 

Dire c t 
 Firefighter sa fety is the para m o un t c o n sideratio n  durin g deplo ym en t 
 An y wildfire in  Grey Grasswren  ha b itat m ust b e kept to  the sm a llest exten t po ssib le-if a b le, en ga ge the use o f a ircra ft 
as so o n  as po ssib le when  fire is within  in a c c essib le terra in  

 Clo se para llel o r direc t atta c k a n d /o r m o p up m a y b e a n  o ptio n  a t n ight depen din g o n  c o n ditio n s 
Ind ire c t  
 Develo p a suppressio n  pla n  usin g existin g a n d/o r po ten tia l c o n ta in m en t lin es. If po ssib le, c o n sider b io diversity 
requirem en ts b ut n ever to  the detrim en t o f life a n d pro perty a n d high va lue assets (ie Grey Grasswren  ha b itat) 

 FDR o f High or b e low  
 Sho rt-m edium  term  fo rec a st 
in dic a tes a c o n tin uin g FDR o f 
High or b e low 

 No  risk to  life o r pro perty 
exists in  the sho rt-m edium  
term , 

 On ly sm a ll area risk to  
b io diversity exists  

Dire c t 
Eva luate the b io diversity thresho lds a n d use direc t atta c k m etho ds to  extin guish if required. 
 An y wildfire in  Grey Grasswren  ha b itat m ust b e kept to  the sm a llest exten t po ssib le-o b serve fo rec a st weather 
c o n ditio n s a n d c o n sider en ga gin g the use o f a ircra ft when  fire is in  in a c c essib le terra in  

 Direc t a n d para llel atta c k m a y b e a pplied with earth m o vin g m a c hin ery a n d fire un its, in  a c c o rda n c e with this 
strategy’s o peratio n a l guidelin es 

Ind ire c t 
Develo p a fire suppressio n  pla n  to  the m a xim um  a llo wa b le perim eter b a sed o n  Bio diversity thresho lds 

 

 
 
 
Evaluation of Biod ive rsity Thre shold s 

Vulne rab le  to  
fre que nt fire  

The area will b e to o  frequen tly b urn t if it b urn s in  the n ext few seaso n s 
 Protect from fire as far as possible 

Long unb urnt U n derb urn t, exc essive tim e sin c e la st fire, spec ies m a y b ec o m e extin c t  
 A fire event is neither required nor should one necessarily be avoided 

W ithin Thre shold  
Within  the thresho ld fo r vegetatio n  in  this area. Spec ies ha ve ha d suffic ien t tim e to  m ature a n d 
repro duc e, a n d fo r ha b itats to  develo p.  

 A fire even t is n either required n o r sho uld o n e n ec essarily b e a vo ided 
NB: Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to conserve biodiversity  

Threshold analysis map needs to be considered with Prescribed burning. Activity map to be considered when determining wildfire and 
prescribed burning outcomes 

 

 
Fire  Manage m e nt Zone  

Asse t Prote c tion Zone s 
The o b jec tive o f APZs is the pro tec tio n  o f hum a n  life a n d pro perty. This will ha ve 
prec eden c e o ver guidelin es fo r the m a n a gem en t o f b io diversity. M a in ta in  Overa ll Fuel 
Ha zard at M o derate o r b elo w. 

Strate gic  Fire  Ad vantage  
Zone s 

The o b jec tive o f SFAZs is to  reduc e fire in ten sity a c ro ss larger areas. M a in ta in  Overa ll 
Fuel Ha zard at High o r b elo w, ho wever a dheren c e to  guidelin es fo r b io diversity will ta ke 
prec eden c e where pra c tic a l. 

Land  
Manage m e nt Zone s 

The o b jec tive o f LMZs is to  c o n serve b io diversity a n d pro tec t c ultura l a n d histo ric  
herita ge. 
M a n a ge fire c o n sisten t with fire thresho lds. 

Fire  Exc lusion 
Zone s  

The o b jec tive o f FEZs is to  exc lude fire fro m  a n  area that c o n ta in s assets o f highly 
critic a l va lue.  
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