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Incide nt Ma p

1:75,000

Ma p de ta ils 
Da tum : GDA 1994                 Proje ction: M GA 1994              Ma p Z one : 55 
Ma p Ba se : ADS40 Ba ra din e 2011 & Gwa b ega r 2010.  
Topog ra phic Ma p: 1:50,000  Terdgerie  8636-S & Ba ra din e 8736-S 
Note d sca le s:  True when  prin ted on  A1 size pa per 
Loca l Gove rnm e nt Are a : W a rrum bung le  

 

Fire  Se a son Inform a tion 
W ildfire s 

 The c ritic a l wildfire sea son  gen era lly oc c urs durin g Novem b er a n d Dec em b er.  
 Durin g periods of stron g n ega tive Southern  Osc illa tion  In dic es (El Nin o even ts), this period m a y c om m en c e 

la te Septem b er a n d exten d in to the first ha lf of Ja n ua ry.  
 The en d of the c ritic a l fire sea son  is often  m a rked b y wet storm  a c tivity. 

Pre scribe d Burning  
 Effec tive presc rib ed b urn in g m a y n eed to b e c on duc ted on c e the “c ritic a l fire sea son ” a n d thun derstorm  

sea son  is over. This is due to the LOW  - M ODERATE Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd for m ost vegeta tion  types. 
Presc rib ed b urn in g a ttem pted a fter a utum n  ra in  is un likely to b e effec tive. 

 
 

Sta tus of Biodive rsity Thre sholds

Bushfire  Risk Ma na g e m e nt Stra te g ie s

Pre scribe d burn a va ila bility

 

Me rriwindi 
Sta te  Conse rva tion Are a   (CCA Z 3) 

 Fire  Ma na g e m e nt Stra te g y 
2015 - 2020 

  
This stra te g y should be  use d with a e ria l photog ra phy a nd fie ld re conna issa nce . 

This is a  re le va nt Pla n unde r Se ction  38 (4) a nd Se ction 44 (3) of Rura l Fire s Act 1997. 
These da ta  a re n ot gua ra n teed to b e free from  error or om ission . The NSW  Na tion a l Pa rks a n d W ildlife a n d its em ployees 

disc la im  lia b ility for a n y a c t don e on  the in form a tion  in  the da ta  a n d a n y c on sequen c es of suc h a c ts or om ission s. 
This doc um en t is c opyright. Apa rt from  a n y fa ir dea lin g for the purpose of study, resea rc h c ritic ism  or review, a s 

perm itted un der the c opyright Ac t, n o pa rt m a y b e reproduc ed b y a n y proc ess without written  perm ission . 
The NSW  Na tion a l Pa rks a n d W ildlife Servic e is pa rt of the Offic e of En viron m en t a n d Herita ge. 

Pub lished b y: Offic e of En viron m en t a n d Herita ge (NSW ). 
Con ta c t: NPW S Northern  Pla in s Region , 

PO Box 72 Na rra b ri  NSW  2390. Ph 6792 7350 
ISBN 978-1-76039-091-4 OEH 2012 / 567 Da te  Approve d: 26/08/2015 

 

Re la te d a nd re fe re nce  docum e nts 
 Offic e of En viron m en t a n d Herita ge (2012) Fire Management Manual 
 Porten ers, M .F. (2007) Aerial photo interpretation of vegetation communities for the Pilliga Community 

Conservation Areas Zones 1-3. West Pilliga and Merriwindi. Report to DECC NSW  
 

Com m unica tions Inform a tion 
Se rvice  Cha nne l Loca tion a nd Com m e nts 

NPW S Repea ters 26 
31 

 Gwa b ega r 
 Needle M oun ta in  

RFS  P154 
P032 

 Ba ra din e (Ca stlerea gh) 
 Gwa b ega r (Na m oi Gwydir) 

Forestry NSW  98 & 99  Firegroun d sim plex 
UHF - CB   Sm a ll fires - Cha n n el 10  

 La rge fires - determ in ed b y IM T 
Pa rks Ra dio 11-17  NPW S Firegroun d c ha n n els 

Avia tion  - CTAF 126.7  W ellin gton  
M ob ile phon e   Telstra  3G c overa ge - m a rgin a l 

 
Conta ct Inform a tion 

Ag e ncy Position / Loca tion Phone  
Na tiona l Pa rks 

& W ildlife  Se rvice  
Duty Offic er (24 hour) 6842 3041 
Coon a b a ra b ra n  Area  Offic e (b us. hours) 6842 1311 

Fore stry NSW  Ba ra din e 6842 1607 
NSW  RFS Ca stle re a g h Z one  Z on e M a n a ger 

Duty Offic er 
0417 415 032 
6842 2645 

RFS Rura l Fire  Brig a de s Ba ra din e Coun try – Da vid Pic kette 
Ba ra din e Support – Steven  W a lton  

6843 6735 
6843 1945 

NSW  Fire  & Re sue  Newc a stle 4929 7177 
Em e rg e ncy Se rvice s Polic e, Fire, Am b ula n c e 000 

SES  13 2500 
Police  Ba ra din e 6843 1808 

Council W a rrum b un gle Shire 6849 2000 
1300 795 099 

 

O pe ra tiona l Guide line s 
Ge ne ra l Guide line s 

Ae ria l ope ra tions 
 

 Aeria l opera tion s will b e m a n a ged b y tra in ed a n d c om peten t person n el. This in c ludes direc tin g a eria l b om b in g 
a n d a eria l ign ition  opera tion s 

 The use of b om b in g a irc ra ft without the support of groun d b a sed suppression  c rews should b e lim ited to very 
spec ific  c irc um sta n c es. 

 All a eria l ign ition  opera tion s require the c on sen t of the NPW S Region a l M a n a ger or the Sec tion  44 Appoin tee.  
Ba ckburning  

 
 All person n el m ust b e fully b riefed b efore b a c k b urn in g opera tion s b egin . 
 Ba c kb urn in g in  a rea s of Low – M odera te OFH will require the use of win d, slope or low hum idity to m a xim ise 

effec tiven ess. 

Com m a nd & Control 
 

 The first c om b a ta n t a gen c y on  site m a y a ssum e c on trol of the fire, b ut then  m ust en sure the releva n t la n d 
m a n a gem en t a gen c y is n otified prom ptly.  

 On  the a rriva l of other c om b a ta n t a gen c ies, the in itia l In c iden t Con troller will c on sult with rega rd to the on goin g 
c om m a n d, c on trol a n d in c iden t m a n a gem en t tea m  requirem en ts a s per the releva n t BFM C Pla n  of Opera tion s. 

Conta inm e nt Line s 
 

 New c on ta in m en t lin es require the prior c on sen t of a  sen ior NPW S offic er. 
 Con struc tion  of n ew c on ta in m en t lin es should b e a voided, where pra c tic a b le, exc ept where they c a n  b e 

c on struc ted with m in im a l en viron m en ta l im pa c t. 
 All person n el in volved in  c on ta in m en t lin e c on struc tion  should b e b riefed on , a n d m ust c on sider b oth n a tura l 

a n d c ultura l herita ge sites in  the loc a tion . 
 All c on ta in m en t lin es n ot required for other purposes should b e c losed im m edia tely a t the c essa tion  of the 

in c iden t. 

Ea rthm oving  Equipm e nt 

 Pla n t m a y on ly b e used with the prior c on sen t of a  sen ior NPW S Offic er.  
 Pla n t m ust a lwa ys b e guided a n d supervised b y a n  experien c ed offic er, a n d a c c om pa n ied b y a  support 

vehic le. W hen  en ga ged in  direc t or pa ra llel a tta c k, this vehic le m ust b e a  fire fightin g vehic le.  
 Con ta in m en t lin es run n in g a lon g va lley a rea s should b e c on struc ted a t 20 – 50 m etres from  the gullylin e to 

a void severe erosion . 
 Pla n t m ust b e wa shed down , where pra c tic a b le, prior to it en terin g NPW S esta te a n d a ga in  on  exitin g NPW S 

esta te.  

Fire  Suppre ssion Che m ica ls 
 The use of foam, gels and retardants will NOT be permitted within 50 metres of dams and 

watercourses holding water. 
 The a eria l use of foa m , gels a n d reta rda n ts should b e a pproved b y Region a l M a n a ger or delega te. 

Re ha bilita tion  W here pra c tic a b le, c on ta in m en t lin es should b e sta b ilised a n d reha b ilita ted a s pa rt of the wildfire suppression  
opera tion . 

W a te ring  points  Consider deployment of a bulk water carrier to support fire operations. 
Sm oke  Ma na g e m e nt  Poten tia l sm oke im pa c ts a n d m itiga tion  ta c tic s will b e a ssessed durin g the pla n n in g of fire opera tion s. 
Visitor Ma na g e m e nt  This reserve will b e c losed to visitors durin g fire da n ger periods ra ted Extrem e or higher a n d durin g fire 

opera tion s 
 

O pe ra tiona l Guide line s - He rita g e  
Ge ne ra l Guide line s 

Aborig ina l Cultura l He rita g e  
Site  Ma na g e m e nt 

Modified trees (IS1) 
 Protec t the site from  fire, c lea r b a se of litter a n d shrub s, exc lude site tree from  fire where possib le 
 Foa m  m a y b e used to protec t the tree, or to extin guish fire 
 Do n ot c ut trees 

Thre a te ne d Flora  a nd  
Fa una  Ma na g e m e nt  The protec tive a c tion s for threa ten ed fa un a  ha ve b een  in c orpora ted in to the Opera tion a l Guidelin es 

 
Ve g e ta tion m a na g e m e nt g uide line s 

Com m unity Ma na g e m e nt g uide line s Fire  Be ha viour 
Red Gum  /  W hite Pin e 

woodla n ds 
 

Box woodla n ds 

 An  in terva l b etween  fire even ts less tha n  20 yea rs 
should b e a voided 

 A high in ten sity fire m a y b e perm itted a fter a  fire 
free period 30 – 50 yea rs 

 Poten tia l ra tes of sprea d is low due to Low OFH 
 Fire run s a re likely to slow down  when  en terin g this 

vegeta tion  
 Ephem era l fuels m a y develop 

Iron b a rk / W hite Pin e / 
Bulloa k woodla n ds 

 An  in terva l b etween  fire even ts less tha n  15 yea rs 
a n d grea ter 40 yea rs should b e a voided 

 A high in ten sity fire to b e c on sidered a fter 30 yea rs 
 Reta in  som e a rea s with a n  in terva l grea ter tha n  50 

yea rs  

 Poten tia l ra tes of sprea d is low due to Low – 
Mode ra te  O FH 

 Loc a lised a rea s of Hig h O FH m a y produc e restric ted 
a rea s of higher fire in ten sity 

O FH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd - A ra tin g system  tha t in c ludes surfa c e (lea f litter), n ea r surfa c e (low shrub s & gra sses), eleva ted (shrub s), a n d b a rk fuels. 
RO S – Ra te of sprea d 

 

Suppre ssion Stra te g ie s 
Conditions & fore ca st Guide line s 

   All ve g e ta tion type s       

Yea rs with sa tura ted soils a n d 
sub -soils 

 Con sider a  b roa d c on ta in m en t stra tegy usin g existin g tra ils a n d roa ds, rec en tly b urn t a rea s, c reeklin es or 
vegeta tion  with LOW  OFH.  

(This is n ec essa ry due to the high risk of vehic les a n d m a c hin es b oggin g) 

Fire da n ger ra tin g  
LOW  - HIGH 

 Con sider a  b roa d c on ta in m en t stra tegy usin g existin g roa ds, a llowin g lon g-term  m a n a gem en t requirem en ts for 
b iodiversity  

 Direc t a n d pa ra llel a tta c k m a y b e a pplied with ea rthm ovin g m a c hin ery a n d fire un its. 

Fire da n ger ra tin g  
V ERY HIGH - EXTREM E 

 Close pa ra llel a tta c k, m ovin g a roun d the hea d on ly when  the fire stops run n in g 
 Dista n c e b etween  the fla n k a n d m a c hin ery a n d fire un its should b e kept to a  m in im um    
 If fire is run n in g, it m a y slow c on sidera b ly when  it rea c hes Pilliga  Box, Popla r Box or W hite Box c oun try 

Ca ta strophic   Revert to property protec tion . 
 

 
 

Too fre que ntly 
burnt 

Con sec utive fire in terva ls a re 
shorter tha n  the rec om m en ded 
m in im um  in terva l. 

Vulne ra ble  to  
fre que nt fire  

The c urren t fire in terva l is shorter 
tha n  the rec om m en ded m in im um  
in terva l. 

W ithin thre shold  
The tim e-sin c e-fire is grea ter tha n  
the rec om m en ded m in im um , a n d 
less tha n  the rec om m en ded 
m a xim um . 

Long  unburnt The c urren t fire in terva l is lon ger 
tha n  the suggested in terva l. 

 

La nd Ma na g e m e nt 
Z one s 

The ob jec tive of this zon e is 
to c on serve b iodiversity a n d 
protec t c ultura l herita ge b y 
a pplyin g b iodiversity 
thresholds 

 

Ava ila ble  only during  
VERY HIGH FDI  

This a rea  is gen era lly ha s 
LOW  or M ODERATE OFH, 
presc rib ed b urn in g effec tive 
on ly un der V ERY HIGH FDI  

Ava ila ble  only 
e phe m e ra l conditions 

This a rea  is gen era lly ha s NIL 
or LOW  OFH, exc ept durin g 
sea son s produc in g 
c on tin uous groun d c over  

Ava ila b ility for b urn in g m ust b e referen c ed with the 
Sta tus of Biodive rsity Thre sholds. 

 

1:75,000

Broa d ve g e ta tion type s
Red Gum  / W hite Pin e woodla n ds
Box woodla n ds
Iron b a rk / W hite Pin e / Bulloa k woodla n ds
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