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MANAGING NEW SOUTH WALES 
RANGELANDS 

The semt-arid and arid rangelands, or 
pastoral country, of \:ew South Wales cover 
over 30 mtliJon hectares (nearly half the area of 
the State) and support over 7 million sheep and 
about 120,000 beef cattle. Opportunity 
cropping of winter and summer grain or fodder 
crops is increasing along their eastern and 
southern margins. 

,\I any land types are found in the 
rangelands, including low mountain ranges, low 
undulating stony and gravelly country, 
duneficlds and plains of red sands, and 
c:-..rcnsivc open river floodplains. These land 
types carry a variety of vegetation communities, 
tncluding malice, belah-rosewood, 
saltbush-blucbush, mulga, bimble box- cypress 
ptne and grasslands. 

Each land type is able to carry different 
numbers of stock, according to its topography, 
ItS soil type, tts tree and shrub cover and its 
pasture type. 

The pastures of many areas are now less 
productive than the) could be. There have been 
widespread losses of the better forage plants 
and replacement by less destrable plants ami 
inedible woody shrubs. 

~I any areas still bear the scars of rhe 
catastrophic erosion that took place following 
~e;:trlement and in the first half of this century. 

MANAGEMENT OF RANGELANDS IS 
DIFFERENT TO THAT OF 
AGRICULTURAL LAND 

l'armers and graziers m agnculwral areas 
can take advantage of longt:r and more reliable 
seasons of pasture growth. They also have a 
wide range of improved pastures and cropping 
and grazing rotations to choose from. Graziers 
on rangelands do not have this degree of 
flexibility and for them keeping stock in good 
condition depends on maintaining a base 
resource of mainly narive vegetation m good 
order. 

KEEPING RANGELAND COUNTRY 
IN GOOD CONDITION 

Applying an appropriate graztng pressure 
is the key to successfully managing this land. 
llowever, determining the appropriate grazing 
pressure is not easy, and requires an 
understanding of a number of complex 
variables. 

Rainfall recorded in any one month or 
year varies widely, from nil to flood 
proportions. Frequent droughts impose stress 
on perennial plants. 

l·o!Jowing winter rainfall annual grasses 
and herbage provide excellent nutrition for 
stock. I Iowever, it is the perennial edible 
bushes and grasses that must get the stock 
through the rest of the year and provtde 

Good stands of perennials should be 
maintained. 

Changes in the composition of 
pasture can occur either too slowly or too 
infrequently for most people to notice. For 
example, some nutritious saltbush pastures have 
given way eo unpalatable stands of poverty 
bushes. Perennial grass pastures have given way 
to annuals and inedible woody shrubs. Such 
"weeds" may dominate previously productive 
areas. 

Soils have different susceptibilities to 
erosion. Red and brown texture-contrast soils 
often support valuable communities of saltbush 
and bluebush. Bur these soils are prone to 
serious erosion once plant cover is removed. 

1. Stocking during drQtlf.hl helps dqs/rl?)' grasJ butts and 
atttlcrales wind erosio11. 

2. Prarl bluebush providu droughtfoddtr and protects the 
soil from wind erosion. Wbtrt b11sh bas disappeand /be 
short-liudpast11ru die offin dry•IIHitS, blou• away and !tat~ 
thtgro11nd bare. 

3. Although pasfllrt degmrration (J(Nm 011 heavy day soils 
after heavy Ilocking tht sml withstands erosJOrl unless 
p()wdered lry sJ(J(k lra11rplir{~· 
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These arcal> produce little if aoy forage of real 
V<lluc. 

protective ground cover clurtng dry periods. 
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