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APPENDIX 13 – PLANT COMMUNITIES IN MALLEE CLIFFS NATIONAL PARK 

DISCLAIMER 

This report was prepared by Australian Wildlife Conservancy in good faith exercising all due care and attention, but no representation or warranty, express or 
implied, is made as to the relevance, accuracy, completeness or fitness for purpose of this document in respect of any particular user’s circumstances. Users 
of this document should satisfy themselves concerning its application to, and where necessary seek expert advice in respect of, their situation. The views 
expressed within are not necessarily the views of the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) and may not represent OEH policy. 

© Copyright State of NSW and the Office of Environment and Heritage 

 

The following table was copied from Appendix C of Mallee Cliffs National Park Draft Plan of Management:  Planning considerations (Office of 
Environment & Heritage, Sydney, NSW).  Maps of Plant Community Types (PCTs) in this REF are based on the map produced by Morcom and 
Westbrooke (1990).  The PCTs that match the Morcom and Westbrooke vegetation communities are given in the table below, except for two 
vegetation types found within the vicinity of the proposed activities that better fit the characteristics of alternative PCTs.  These exceptions are 
explained below. 

• The Dodonaea viscosa subsp. angustissima shrubland community mapped by Morcom and Westbrooke was interpreted by them as 
having developed following clearing of eucalypt open scrub, and in this REF this community is referred to as Derived shrubland from 
PCT 170, rather than as PCT 143 (the match given in the following table).  This was done because the definition of PCT 143 (Benson 
et al. 2006) estimated its pre-European extent as 10,000-190,000 ha;  that is, PCT 143 does not apply to a community derived from 
clearing eucalypt open scrub. 

• The Morcom and Westbrooke community Herbland/open-herbland was interpreted by them to be a disturbed type, probably resulting 
from grazing pressure on chenopod shrublands and arid woodlands.  The species that have established are mainly exotic grasses and 
forbs.  In this REF, these communities are referred to as Disturbed annual saltbush forblands from PCT 166, rather than as PCT 165 
(the match given in the following table). This was done because the herbland communities in the study area are mostly associated with 
heavy soils so were considered more likely to have been derived from PCT 166, in agreement with the Morcom and Westbrooke 
interpretation.  Also, PCT 165 is characterized by Corkscrew grass, a species not noted as characteristic in the herblands by Morcom 
and Westbrooke. 
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