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Curre nt V e ge tation Status (Fire  Thre shold s)

V e ge tation

Bushfire  Sup p re ssionLoc ality of Re se rve
and  Loc al Gove rnm e nt Are as

Malabar He ad land  N ational Park 
Fire  Manage m e nt Strate gy  

2020 

This strate gy should  be  use d  in c onjunction with ae rial p hotograp hy and  fie ld  re c onnaissanc e
d uring inc id e nts and  the  d e ve lop m e nt of inc id e nt action p lans. 

T hese data are not guaranteed to be free from error or om ission.   T he Departm ent of Planning, Industry and 
Environm ent and its employees disclaim liability for any act done on the inform ation in the data and any consequences of 
such acts or om issions.  T he National Park s and W ildlife S ervice is part of the Departm ent of Planning, Industry 

and Environm ent. 
T his docum ent is copyright. Apart from  any fair dealing for the purpose of study, research criticism  or review, 
as perm itted under the copyright Act, no part m ay be reproduced by any process without written perm ission.  

 
Contact: Bobbin Head Office, PO Box 3031, AS QUIT H 2077 
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This strate gy is a re le vant Plan und e r Se c tion  38 (4) 
and  Se c tion 44 (3) of the  Rural Fire s Act 1997. 

End orse d  by: Date : / / 
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Map  De tails 

Datum : Geodectic Datum  of 
Australia (GDA) 1994 
Proje c tion: Map Grid of Australia 
(MGA) Z one 56 

Ae rial Photograp hy: 2017. 
1:25k Top ograp hic Map : Bondi 9130-2S
3rd Ed & Botany Bay 9130-3S  3rd Ed (LPI) 

Fire  Se ason Inform ation

W ild fire s 
 T he statutory wildfire season occurs
between 1st October and 31st March. 
T his m ay be extended if weather 
conditions lead to increased fire danger 
outside of this period. 

Pre scribe d
Burning 

 Prescribed burning in this area is
norm ally undertak en in S pring through to 
Autum n. 

Re late d  Docum e nts 
 National Park s and W ildlife S ervice Fire Managem ent
Manual. 

Com m unic ations Inform ation
Se rvic e Channe l Location and  Com m e nts 
NPW S  - VHF 124  Good coverage
UHF - CB 1 - 99  Available in m ost NS W FB and RFS  vehicles

 Choose channel on fire-ground with NS W FB and RFS
Mobile Phone - GS M -  Good coverage

Contact Inform ation 
Age nc y Position / Loc ation Phone

N ational Parks 
& W ild life  Se rvic e  

24hr Call Centre (Public Contact num ber) 1300 056 294 
S ydney S outh Area Manager 9337 7021 
T eam  Leader Fire 9542 0636 
S ydney S outh Area Office 9337 5511 

(fax) 9337 1303 
Greater S ydney Branch Operations Office 9457 8900 

(fax) 9457 8265 
Fire  & Re sc ue  N SW Em ergency 000 

Matraville 9694 1146 
SES Em ergency 000 or 132 500 

Randwick  9314 1133 

Polic e  
S ydney S outhern Division 9766 9000 
Em ergency 000 
Eastern Beaches LAC (Maroubra) 9349 9299 

Am bulanc e  
Marine Area Com m and (S ydney) 93207499 
Em ergency 000 
Book ings 131 233 

Hosp ital Prince of W ales – Randwick  (UBD 257 A15) 
S t George – K ogarah (UBD 34 D15) 

9650 0999 
9113 1111 

Counc il Randwick  9399 0999 
AN ZAC Rifle  Range Executive Officer 9661 4532 
Syd ne y W ate r W TP Plant Manager 9931 8982 

Com m onwe alth De p art of Financ e  General inquiries 02 6215 2222 
Maroubra Be ac h Life guard s S upervisor 9349 1336 
South East Eque strian Club Carissa Holm es 0499 790 011 

Sup p re ssion Strate gie s 
Curre nt FDR Fore c ast FDR 

Low – Mod Low – Mod 
 As far as possible, undertak e indirect, parallel or direct attack
along existing control lines. 

 As far as possible, m axim ise area burnt without threatening
assets, including biodiversity. 

 Identify and survey back up control lines. 

Low – Mod = > High 
 Undertak e indirect, parallel or direct attack  to m inim ise the
tim e tak en to contain the fire. 

 Construct new control lines if necessary to m inim ise the tim e
to contain the fire. 

 Identify and survey back up control lines. 

High All 
 Undertak e indirect attack  along existing or newly constructed
control lines. 

 S ecure and deepen control lines along the next predicted
downwind side of the fire. 

 Identify and survey back up control lines. 

All All 

 Ensure there is sufficient tim e to secure control lines before
the fire gets to them . 

 If there is insufficient tim e to secure control lines, fall back  to
the next potential control line. 

 As far as possible, im plem ent threatened species and cultural 
heritage m anagem ent guidelines. 

Re sourc e Guid e line s 
Aboriginal Cultural He ritage  

Site  Manage m e nt 
AH1 

Artefact (AFT ) 
Earth Mound (ET M) 
Hearth (HT H) 
Non Hum an Bone (BOM) 
Ochre Quarry (OCQ) 
Potential Archaeological 
deposit (PAD) 
S hell (S HL) 

 Do not break earth around k nown sites, especially where
there is surface evidence of artefacts, shell, charcoal or 
ochre. 

 Any surface im pact adjacent to site m ust be im m ediately
returned to previous state, a note m ade of site location, and 
details of site disturbance provided to OEH cultural heritage 
unit. 

 Vehicles or heavy equipm ent m ust not be used on or within
these sites unless a path exists that will not dam age the site. 

 Vegetation which is screening the site m ust not be dam aged. 
 T here m ust be no slashing/trittering of vegetation, no tree

rem oval, and no use of earthm oving equipm ent such as 
bulldoz ers. 

 If using fire, place the control lines well away from  the site. 
AH2 

Art (ART ) 
Grinding Groove (GRG) 

 If burning, loose leaf litter m ust be carefully rem oved from
rock  platform s and from  under overhangs. Leaf litter is to be 
returned to the site after the fire as site m ay be covered for 
protection from vandalism . 

 If using fire place the control lines well away from the site. 
 Heavy equipm ent (including vehicles) m ust not be used on

rock  platform s, or within 10 m etres of sites unless there is an 
existing road available for use. 

 If burning, rak e loose leaf litter away from  vegetation in the
vicinity of the site if sm ok e is lik ely to im pact upon rock  
paintings. 

 No use of chem icals or other retardants within 20 m etres of
art sites. If windy the distance is to be extended to 50 m etres. 

 Vegetation which is screening the site m ust not be dam aged. 
 T here m ust be no slashing/trittering of vegetation, no tree

rem oval, and no use of earthm oving equipm ent such as 
bulldoz ers. 

AH3 
Aboriginal Resource & 
Gathering (ARG) 
Habitation S tructure (HAB) 
Modified T ree (T RE) 
W ater Hole (W T R) 

 Loose leaf litter and low ground cover is to be m anually
cleared by rak ing for 10 m etres around carved or scarred 
trees and wooden structures. W ooden structures and trees of 
concern are to be protected at tim e of burn. For exam ple, 
dam pen earth around structure and trees to be protected, and 
m inim ise risk  of em ber attack . 

 If using fire place the control lines well away from the site. 
 T rees of concern m ust be exam ined as soon as possible after

the passage of the fire and em bers that m ight cause the tree 
to burn m ust be extinguished. 

 Chem icals or other retardants that can im pact upon plants
and anim als used by Aboriginal people or cause dam age to 
water holes m ust not be used. 

 T here m ust be no slashing/trittering of vegetation, no tree
rem oval, and no use of earthm oving equipm ent such as 
bulldoz ers. 

If site is used by Aboriginal people for resource and gathering then 
liaise with the Aboriginal community to ensure that hazard 
reduction is timed to cause minimal damage to the resource, and 
is not disruptive to gathering practices. Do not proceed if damage 
cannot be avoided. 
Historic Cultural He ritage

HH4 – Low flam m ability and 
m ostly structurally sound sites 
and earthwork s, including 
stone foundations and 

aqueducts 

 Avoid all ground disturbances, including he use of
earthm oving m achinery, handline construction and driving 
over sites.  

 W aterbom bing acceptable. T he use of foam s, wetting agents
and retardant should be avoided 

 S ites of S tate S ignificance. Avoid im pact by bushfire, 
back burn or prescribed burn where possible.. 

Thre ate ne d  Fauna Ec ology 
Pte rop us p olioc e p halus 

Grey-headed Flying Fox 

 Avoid fire in the near vicinity of roost areas within
k nown/potential habitat where possible, especially during 
the breeding season (March – October). 

 Maintain a m osaic of age classes within k nown/potential 
foraging habitat. 

Miniopterus schreibersii 
oceanensis 

Easte rn Be ntwing-bat 

 Avoid high frequency fire in habitat, as this will decrease
prey. 

 K nown roost sites (Gunnery Emplacem ents fortifications) to
be inspected prior to burning to ensure species is absent. 

Ninox strenua 
Powe rful Owl 
Tyto capensis 
Grass Owl 

 Avoid m edium  to high intensity fire. 
 Maintain appropriate fire regim es to preserve
foraging/nesting habitat. 

Meridolum maryae 
Maroubra Land  Snail 

 Avoid burning in hum id conditions
 W ater down course woody debris greater than 15cm  diam eter
 Rak e leaf litter away from  trees and artificial refuge habitat

V e ge tation Com m unitie s and  Biod ive rsity Thre shold s 
V e ge tation Com m unity Biod ive rsity Thre shold s 

S hrubby Dry S clerophyll Forest  Avoid successive fires at intervals of < 7 years. 
 Avoid fire exclusion for a period of > 30 years. 

Heathland  Avoid successive fires at intervals of < 8 years. 
 Avoid successive fires at intervals of > 15 years. 
 Avoid fire exclusion for a period of > 30 years. Eastern S uburbs Bank sia S crub 

EEC 

T hem eda Grassland on S eacliffs & 
Coastal Headlands EEC 

 Avoid successive fire intervals of < 2 years. 
 Avoid successive fire intervals > 10 years. 
 Occasional intervals > 7 years. 

S ydney Freshwater W etland EEC  Avoid successive fires at intervals of < 6 years. 
 Avoid fire exclusion for a period of > 35 years. 

Biod ive rsity Thresholds 
Refer to current Fire Managem ent Manual for further inform ation 

Too 
Fre que ntly                      
Burnt 

Fire thresholds have been exceeded. 
· Protect from fire as far as possible. 

V ulne rable  to 
Fre que nt Fire

T he area will be ‘T oo Frequently Burnt’ if  
it burns before the m inim um  threshold is 
reached. 
· Protect from fire as far as possible. 

W ithin 
Thre shold

Fire history is within the threshold for 
vegetation in this area. 
· A burn is neither required nor should one
necessarily be avoided. 

Long Unburnt 
Fire frequency is below fire thresholds in 
 the area. 
· A prescribed burn may be advantageous.
Consider ecological effects of allowing fire  
in these areas. 

Unknown Insufficient data to determ ine fire threshold 

N o Fire
Re gim e

Areas which do not have recom m ended 
fire intervals assigned to them  eg. cleared 
land, rock . 

NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to conserve 
biodiversity 

Fire  Manage m e nt Zone s 

Asse t Prote c tion 
Zone

T he objective of APZ s is to: 
 Provide protection of hum an life, property & cultural heritage as a precedence over guidelines for the
m anagem ent of biodiversity. 

 Enable the safe use of direct attack  suppression strategies
 Maintain the Overall Fuel Haz ard at Moderate or below

Zone  N am e Action 
APZ  – Pioneer Park  Maintain existing grassed areas as APZ  by regular

m owing. 
 Maintain APZ  consistent with specifications in NSW

RFS Standards for Asset Protection Zones. 
 Use caution regarding possible asbestos
contam ination in this APZ

Land
Manage m e nt Zone

T he objective of LMZ s is to: 
 Manage fire consistent with fire thresholds
 Maintain & enhance biodiversity by preventing the extinction of species which occur naturally within the
area. 

 Protect Aboriginal, historic heritage sites and other culturally significant features from  fire. 
Zone  N am e Action 

LMZ  – Magic Point 
 Maintain appropriate fire interval as per ES BS
requirem ents. 

 Avoid fire in areas surrounding fortifications when
Eastern Bent-wing Bats are roosting. LMZ  – Boora Point 

LMZ  – S ervice Range S outh 
 Maintain appropriate fire interval as per ES BS
requirem ents 

LMZ  – S ervice Range North 

LMZ  – Frank lin S treet 

LMZ  - Long Bay 

LMZ  - Ford S treet 

LMZ  - Broom e S treet 

LMZ  - Equestrian S chool 
LMZ  - Pioneer Park 

Op e rational Guid e line s 
Re fe r to N PW S Fire  Manage m e nt Manual and  othe r re le vant d ocum e nts. 
Brief all personnel involved in suppression operations on the following issues: 

Ge ne ral Guid e line s 

Burning 
Op e rations 

 T em perature and hum idity trends m ust be m onitored carefully to
determ ine the safest tim es to im plem ent back -burns.  Generally, when 
the FDI is Very High or greater, back burning should com m ence when 
the hum idity begins to rise in the late afternoon or early evening.  W ith 
a lower FDI back burning m ay be safely undertak en during the day. 

 W here practicable, clear a 1m radius around dead and fibrous bark ed
trees adjacent to containm ent lines prior to back burning, or wet down 
these trees as part of the back burn ignition. 

 Avoid ignition of back burns at the bottom of slopes where a long and
intense up slope burn is lik ely.  

Coord inate d
Re sp onse

Arrange m e nts 

 T he first com batant agency on site m ay assum e control of the fire, but
then m ust ensure the relevant land m anagem ent agency is notified 
prom ptly. 

 On the arrival of other com batant agencies, the initial incident
controller will consult with regard to the ongoing com m and, control and 
incident m anagem ent team  requirem ents as per the relevant BFMC 
Plan of Operations. 

Fire  Control  
Line s 

 W here possible avoid constructing new containm ent lines unless
necessary for containing fire. 

Fire  Ad vantage
Re c ord ing 

 All fire advantages used during wildfire suppression operations m ust
be m apped and where relevant added to the database. 

Fire  Sup p re ssion 
Che m ic als 

 Fire suppression chem icals should be avoided in areas of high
ecological value 

Sm oke  Manage m e nt 

 T he potential impacts of sm ok e and possible m itigation tactics m ust be
considered when planning for wildfire suppression and prescribed 
burning operations. 

 If sm ok e becom es a haz ard on local roads or highways, the police and
relevant m edia m ust be notified. 

 S m ok e m anagem ent m ust be in accordance with relevant RT A traffic
m anagem ent guidelines. 

V isitor Safe ty  T he reserve m ay be closed to the public during periods of extrem e fire
danger or during wildfire suppression operations. 
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