
88 
Feary S. and Niemoeller G. 2015. Lower Thredbo Valley shared path: Bullocks Flat to Curiosity Rocks, Snowy 
Mountains, NSW. Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment. FINAL REPORT to NPWS and SRSC. 
 

Appendix 1: Aboriginal consultation- Stage 1: Notification  
 

1. The advertisement was placed in Cooma-Monaro Express, Bega Post and the Summit Sun 
between 14 and 16 April 2015. 
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2. Letter to SAWG and RAPs 
 

    
         
[name] 
[address] 

 
02/04/2015 

 
Dear  

 
RE: Invitation to Aboriginal persons to be consulted regarding extension of shared path in Kosciuszko National Park 
from Bullocks Flat to Lake Jindabyne  

 
The National Parks and Wildlife Service (a Division of the Department of Premier and Cabinet, Office of Environment 
and Heritage [OEH]) and Snowy River Shire Council propose to extend an existing shared (cycle and pedestrian) path in 
the Thredbo Valley for an additional 30 kms, from Bullocks Flat to the Gaden Trout Hatchery and the Thredbo River 
Picnic Area (NPWS) and from there along Gaden Road around the western shores of Lake Jindabyne to Curiosity 
Rocks. A map showing the proposed route is enclosed with this letter.  
 
NPWS and Council are inviting Aboriginal people who hold cultural associations relevant to this area to be consulted 
regarding the proposed works. The purpose of this consultation is to assist NPWS and Council in conducting a cultural 
heritage assessment of the area to be affected by the proposal and, if required, to assist in preparation of an 
application for an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) to allow Aboriginal objects to be impacted during works. 
The consultation will also assist the CEO of OEH in determining the application.  
 
You are being contacted because you or your organisation is currently registered with the OEH Queanbeyan office as 
having an interest in being consulted on Aboriginal heritage assessment matters in the Snowy River Shire. If you wish 
to be consulted regarding these proposed works please respond in writing by email or post within fourteen (16) days 
of receiving this letter, to either Chris Darlington (NPWS) or Alannah Dickeson (Snowy River Shire). Contact details are 
as follows: 
 
Chris Darlington  
E: Christopher.darlington@environment.nsw.gov.au 
NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service 
Southern Ranges Region 
PO Box 2228, Jindabyne NSW 2627 
 
Alannah Dickeson  
E: Alannah.Dickeson@snowyriver.nsw.gov.au 
Snowy River Shire Council 
PO Box 143, Berridale NSW 2628  
 
For enquiries, please contact Chris Darlington on 0264 505 595 or Alannah Dickeson on 0264 511 559. 
 

           Yours sincerely, 
 

[signed] 
 
Chris Darlington                                                                                         Alannah Dickeson  
NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service                                                 Snowy River Shire Council  
 

mailto:Christopher.darlington@environment.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Alannah.Dickeson@snowyriver.nsw.gov.au
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[name] 
[address] 

 
02/04/2015 

 
Dear  
RE: Invitation to Aboriginal persons to be consulted regarding extension of shared path in Kosciuszko 
National Park from Bullocks Flat to Lake Jindabyne  

 
The National Parks and Wildlife Service (a Division of the Department of Premier and Cabinet, Office of 
Environment and Heritage [OEH]) and Snowy River Shire Council propose to extend an existing shared 
(cycle and pedestrian) path in the Thredbo Valley for an additional 30 kms, from Bullocks Flat to the Gaden 
Trout Hatchery and the Thredbo River Picnic Area (NPWS) and from there along Gaden Road around the 
western shores of Lake Jindabyne to Curiosity Rocks. A map showing the proposed route is enclosed with 
this letter.  
 
NPWS and Council are inviting Aboriginal people who hold cultural associations relevant to this area to be 
consulted regarding the proposed works. The purpose of this consultation is to assist NPWS and Council in 
conducting a cultural heritage assessment of the area to be affected by the proposal and if required, to 
assist in preparation of an application for an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) to allow Aboriginal 
objects to be impacted during works. The consultation will also assist the CEO of OEH in determining the 
application.  
 
You are being contacted because you are currently listed as a member of the Southern Aboriginal Working 
Group, established by NPWS.  If you wish to be consulted regarding these proposed works please respond 
in writing by email or post within sixteen (16) days of receiving this letter, to either Chris Darlington (NPWS) 
or Alannah Dickeson (Snowy River Shire). Contact details are as follows: 
 
Chris Darlington  
E: Christopher.darlington@environment.nsw.gov.au 
NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service 
Southern Ranges Region 
PO Box 2228, Jindabyne NSW 2627 
 
Alannah Dickeson  
E: Alannah.Dickeson@snowyriver.nsw.gov.au 
Snowy River Shire Council 
PO Box 143, Berridale NSW 2628  
 
For enquiries, please contact Chris Darlington on 0264 505 595 or Alannah Dickeson on 0264 511 559. 
 

           Yours sincerely, 
 

mailto:Christopher.darlington@environment.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Alannah.Dickeson@snowyriver.nsw.gov.au
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[signed] 
Chris Darlington                                                                                         Alannah Dickeson  
NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service                                                 Snowy River Shire Council  

3. Letter to agencies  
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Appendix 2:  Response from agencies 
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Appendix 3: Stage 2 and 3 Aboriginal consultation - documentation sent to 
Registered Parties and SAWG. 
 

 

    
         
Sample letter 

 
20/04/2015 

 

Dear  

 

RE: ABORIGINAL CONSULTATION FOR PROPOSED EXTENSION OF A SHARED PATH, BULLOCKS FLAT TO 
LAKE JINDABYNE: Stages 2 and 3 
 
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) and Snowy River Shire Council (‘Council’) are intending to 
extend existing shared paths (cycle and pedestrian), located in the Thredbo Valley of Kosciuszko National 
Park and at Lake Jindabyne.  The extension would go from Bullocks Flat in the national park, to Curiosity 
Rocks on the western side of Lake Jindabyne, a distance of approximately 30 kms [hereafter called the 
‘subject area’].  The existing paths in the national park and around Lake Jindabyne are very popular and 
there is strong community support to link them together. 
 
The Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) Aboriginal consultation process is normally only triggered by 
the need for an Aboriginal Heritage Impact Permit (AHIP) under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. 
Although the proposed route will not impact any known, recorded Aboriginal objects, new sites may be 
found during the field survey. Council and NPWS have decided therefore, to undertake Aboriginal 
consultation at this early stage in the project.   
 
Stage 1 of the Aboriginal consultation process for this project has been conducted in accordance with 
OEH’s Aboriginal consultation requirements (DECCW, 2010) and a number of Aboriginal groups/individuals 
have registered an interest in being consulted.  The subject area lies within the boundaries of the Bega and 
Eden Local Aboriginal Land Councils (LALC) as defined under the NSW Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983. 
 
Stage 2 of the consultation process is concerned with the following matters:- 
 

 presenting more information on the proposed track extension and its potential impacts on 
Aboriginal heritage 

 presenting a draft methodology for conducting the Aboriginal heritage assessment, including field 
survey  

 seeking comment on potential management recommendations 
 
A report on the draft assessment methodology and management scenario has been prepared by Dr Sue 
Feary, the archaeologist engaged by NPWS and Council to conduct the heritage assessment. This report is 
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enclosed with this letter and is entitled ABORIGINAL CONSULTATION STAGE 2: INFORMATION ON THE 
PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AND THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS.   
 
You are invited to make comment on the draft methodology and management scenarios described in the 
enclosed report.  In particular, we are seeking advice on whether you require any additional information in 
order to understand the scope of the proposed project and proposed cultural heritage assessment process, 
or whether there are other management options that you would like us to consider.   
 
Stage 3 of the consultation process is concerned with gathering information from Aboriginal people on the 
cultural significance of the subject area, including specific sites and places, historical and traditional 
associations and religious values (where the information is able to be passed on).  The aim of gathering this 
information is to ensure that the proposed development will not impact on significant values and where 
appropriate, these values be actively protected. Confidential information will not go into the report if this is 
the wish of the knowledge holder.   
 
The enclosed paper entitled ABORIGINAL CONSULTATION STAGE 3: GATHERING INFORMATION ABOUT 
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE contains a list of queries that we would like you to consider. Your responses will 
assist NPWS and Snowy River Shire in planning and design of the proposed track.  
 
Please make your submission in writing by close of business on 18th May 2015 to: NSW National Parks & 
Wildlife Service - Southern Ranges Region, ‘Attention Chris Darlington’, PO Box 2228 Jindabyne NSW 2627 
or via email chris.darlington@environment.nsw.gov.au 
 
Enquiries are to be made with either Chris Darlington or Alannah Dickeson through the contact details 
below.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
[signed] 
   
Chris Darlington  
E: Chris.darlington@environment.nsw.gov.au 
NSW National Parks & Wildlife Service 
Southern Ranges Region 
PO Box 2228, Jindabyne NSW 2627 
0264 505 595 
 
[signed] 
 
Alannah Dickeson  
E: Alannah.Dickeson@snowyriver.nsw.gov.au 
Snowy River Shire Council 
PO Box 143, Berridale NSW 2628  
0264 511 559 
 
Encl:  
*ABORIGINAL CONSULTATION STAGE 2: INFORMATION ON THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AND THE ASSESSMENT 
PROCESS.   
*ABORIGINAL CONSULTATION STAGE 3: GATHERING INFORMATION ABOUT CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE. 

 
 

mailto:Chris.darlington@environment.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Alannah.Dickeson@snowyriver.nsw.gov.au
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ABORIGINAL CONSULTATION STAGE 2: INFORMATION ON 
THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AND THE ASSESSMENT 
PROCESS. 

Proposed development  

 
The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) is planning to extend the recently completed shared 

use Thredbo Valley Track within Kosciuszko National Park (KNP) an additional 18 – 20 km downstream, to 

allow it to connect onwards to Jindabyne.  Once outside the national park, Snowy River Shire Council will 

construct a bridge over the Thredbo River and a path that will link the shared path to the western shores of 

Lake Jindabyne where it will join an existing trail at Curiosity Rocks, a distance of around 5 kms (see Figure 1 

for locality map). 

 
 

Fig.1 
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Track route details  
 
In Kosciuszko National Park  (see Figures 2 and 3) 
 
The track (with tributary and creek crossings) commences on the southern side of the Thredbo River at the 

Skitube bridge (Bullocks Flat), immediately crossing to the north side of the river on the Skitube bridge, 

where fencing will also be installed. It will run roughly adjacent to the Thredbo River on its northern side for 

approximately 18km and end at the Gaden Trout Hatchery (Option 1) or Thredbo River Picnic Area (Option 

2). Both options may be included in the final design.  

 Option 1 – Construction of a bridge at the Gaden Trout Hatchery. This bridge project would be 

owned by an external party, likely Snowy River Shire Council.  

 Option 2 – Track to continue past the Gaden Trout Hatchery, join the Pallaibo Track at the lowest 

point where it crosses Sawpit Creek and continue along the Pallaibo Track to the Thredbo River 

Picnic Area. This option will require that section of the Pallaibo Track to be re-zoned from a walking 

track to a multi-use track. Some track modifications and upgrades would be required.  

 

The finalised track route will have the flexibility to be cleared and constructed within 25 metres of either 

side of the marked route, where this would not cause the track to drop into the Thredbo River’s flood line. 

This flexibility allows deviations in response to issues and findings identified in the REF and Aboriginal 

Cultural Heritage Assessment, or take advantage of improved aesthetic opportunities and identified safer 

lines, etc.  

Snowy River Shire Council  (see Figure 3)  

The track will join the NPWS track at Gaden Trout Hatchery via a new bridge over the Thredbo River. It will 

then traverse Gaden hatchery land for a short distance and follow the existing sealed Gaden Road to 

Hatchery Bay on the western side of Lake Jindabyne. The path will then follow the lakeshore for a distance 

of around 5 kms, to link up with an existing trail coming in at Curiosity Rocks.  
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Fig. 2 
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Fig.3 



Track specifications 

 

The shared-use track will be constructed to International Mountain Bike Association (IMBA) guidelines for 

sustainable trails (see Table).  

 

Tread width Min. 600mm benched track. Up to 1200mm  

Tread surface Primarily a firm, stable bare earth surface. Some armouring may be 
required through unsuitable ground conditions.  

Bridges and platforms Creeks, tributaries, springs and other crossings containing notable moisture 
will be protected by low-level raised platforms, constructed by steel with 
fibreglass reinforced plastic (FRP) mesh deck. Some short sections may be 
protected with stone.  

Tread landscaping Many sections of the track, particularly those sections where drainage is 
limited, the tread will be ‘lifted’ and ‘tilted’ to create improved drainage.  

Track Corridor (Vegetation Clearance) 1.5m – 1.8m wide, 2.4m high 

Average Trail Grade 10% or less 

Maximum Trail Grade 15% or greater 

Natural Obstacles and Technical Trail 
Features 

Unavoidable obstacles less than 200mm high and bridges minimum 600mm 
wide 

 

Track Construction  

 Rolling contour track to IMBA specifications. 

 1.5m – 1.8m wide, 2.4m high track corridor constructed with brush-cutters, chainsaws or other equipment. 

 Track alignment chosen to ensure good line of sight and enable use in both directions. 

 600mm -1200 mm wide benched track constructed with powered and non-powered hand tools by 

experienced track builder 

 Approx. 3km of track from Gaden Trout Hatchery upstream will be slightly wider (closer to 1200mm) and 

lower graded than the remainder of the track. This would be ideal for the first 3km from Bullocks Flat also, 

but may not be achievable due to high number of water crossings.  

 Potential use of small excavator for certain sections if access allows 

 On-site materials such as rock could be utilised - where available and appropriate, and in accordance with 

the project Environmental Management Plan - for track armouring, creek crossings and bridge approaches. 

 Many sections of the track, particularly those sections where drainage is limited, the tread will be ‘lifted’ 

and ‘tilted’ to create improved drainage. 

Creek and tributary Crossings 

 Steel bridge structures with fibreglass reinforced plastic (FRP) mesh deck. 

 ‘More difficult’ rating will allow bridges to be shorter, narrow and lower as more technical entries and exits 

to the crossing are permissible. Where possible, bridges will be <900mm high and most will not require 

handrails. 
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 Due to experience of the target user, deck level will only allow for one in five year flood. Construction will 

be built to a standard to withstand the force of such flood waters. 

 600 – 900mm wide bridge deck is considered adequate. However wider decking at 1200mm will be 

constructed if budgets allow.  

 Smaller bridges allow for simpler modular design that requires less technical expertise and minimises on 

site construction 

 Smaller bridges result in less material and therefore fewer helicopter lifts to deliver to site 

 Approaches to bridges will require rock armouring, approx. 500mm either side. This rock will need to be 

dropped in by helicopter 

Damp Area Crossings 

 Damp areas and springs will mostly be crossed with elevated FRP decking 

 Some shorter crossings will be armoured with stone pitching and decomposed granite. This would also 

require materials to be brought in. 

 For much of the track there is either a damp area or creek/tributary crossing on average every 200 – 300m. 

 The track will be built well above the Thredbo River’s flood line for the vast majority of the route.  

Construction / maintenance access 

 Loadings and width of platforms will not allow ATV access 

 Two wheel motorbike at low speed would be ideal, with the possibility of small trailer for equipment and 

light materials 

 Helicopter for heavy materials such as armouring and platforms 

 Pedestrian and mountain bike access will be a major form of access for both construction and maintenance 

 Limited vehicle access to points near the trail through fire roads from opposite side of river 

 Tethered boat / rafts and pulley systems can be used to bring light materials and fuel across the river 

 People can wade across river in low flows and at designated safe points 

 

It is also recommended that 3-4 kms of a slightly wider and lower grade track be constructed at the lower end of 

the track as it approaches the Gaden Trout Hatchery. This could also be constructed at the trail-head at Bullocks 

Flat if feasible. This will create the following key benefits: 

 

 Provide a short, return route trail for families etc.; 

 Provide a wider trail to reduce conflict between users; and  

 Enable some ATV access to aid in maintenance and potential rescues.  

 

 

Other Infrastructure 

 Signage for; information at each end, emergency access points, distance covered and interpretation of 

notable cultural, heritage and natural values 

 Potential of seating at some rest areas  
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 Fencing at the Bullock Flat Ski Tube bridge 

 Hand rails where the track crosses above steep, exposed escarpments 

 

Trail Construction 

 Rolling contour track to IMBA specifications 

 Clearing of vegetation of trail corridor to 1.8m wide with brush-cutters 

 Brush cutting/mowing of trail tread to 700mm wide to remove vegetation to ground level 

 Spraying of non selective herbicide on trail tread where required 

 600mm-1200mm wide benched track constructed by experienced trail builder where required on steeper 

slopes 

 Use of small excavator maybe required on steeper slope between Curiosity Rocks and Wollondibby Creek 

for rolling contour bench cut. Installation of large rock/DGADEN BRIDGE20mm material to trail sections 

through rocky outcrop and compact trail treat on completion 

 Revegetation of excess spoil/disturbed ground within trail corridor 

 

Creek and River Crossings 

 Construction of 15m steel framed bridge with wedlock mesh fibreglass deck at Wollondibby Creek 

 Construction of  bridge at Thredbo River, Gaden Trout Hatchery Picnic area 

 The track will be built above the full supply level of Lake Jindabyne for the vast majority of the track. For 

the sections that may go below this level will require low-level raised platforms, constructed by steel with 

fibreglass reinforced plastic (FRP) mesh deck. Some short sections maybe protected with stone. 

Other Infrastructure 
 Installation of small/pedestrian cattle grid ramps at location of stock fence. 
 Signage for; information at each end, and cultural heritage values 

 

Potential impacts on Aboriginal objects  

 

Any Aboriginal objects located within the final footprint of the shared path may be impacted by the following 

activities:- 

 vegetation removal  

 ground disturbance during shallow excavation for the path 

 benching where slopes are relatively steep 

 digging footings at bridge crossings and raised wooden pathways (possibly).  

 

It should be noted that the intention of the proponents is to avoid all Aboriginal objects and places of Aboriginal 

significance where this is possible.   

Draft methodology for cultural heritage assessment 

 

NPWS and Council have engaged experienced archaeologists Dr Sue Feary and Gerard Niemoeller to conduct an 

Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment of the proposed shared path, and if required, to prepare an AHIP 

application to allow harm to certain Aboriginal objects.   

 

The research methodology they intend to use is in accordance with relevant OEH guidelines and codes (DECCW, 

2010; OEH, 2011).  These codes and guidelines clearly outline the process, which is summarised here:- 
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 Review and evaluate previous archaeological work in the area, primarily through information held on OEH’s 

database (AHIMS). This will determine whether any recorded sites are likely to be impacted by the 

proposed development. 

 Review historical records relating to Aboriginal use and occupation of the area in pre-and post-contact 

times. 

 Consider land use history in relation to its impacts on the archaeological record 

 On the basis of all of the above, develop a predictive model for location and types of Aboriginal sites and 

objects likely to be present 

 Develop a field survey design and conduct fieldwork. Field survey will involve surface investigation only and 

is expected to take up to six (6) days of walking. The track route will be clearly marked with tape and it is 

the intention to walk the route in its entirety, and 25 metres each side of the midline. This will allow 

flexibility in path alignment, to avoid Aboriginal sites or significant environmental features if present.  The 

route will be walked by both archaeologists, accompanied by agency representatives where appropriate, 

and one or two appropriately qualified and experienced Aboriginal heritage officers, representing 

registered Aboriginal parties.  Careful attention will be paid to bare patches of ground for the presence of 

stone artefacts and any mature trees that may contain cultural scars.  

 Logistical issues for fieldwork in the national park include the rugged nature of the terrain, presence of 

thick vegetation, and the need to wade across the river at some locations. There are also limited 

opportunities to access the track by vehicle, which means that on some days long distances will need to be 

covered. 

 Where vegetation is thick and ground visibility very limited or non-existent, the archaeological sensitivity of 

the landform – including the potential for buried or obscured archaeological material, will be assessed, 

based on landforms, topography and geomorphological processes.  The need for any future subsurface 

investigations will be identified. 

 Recording, significance assessment and recommendations regarding further work, will be in accordance 

with relevant OEH codes.  

 The draft report will be reviewed and endorsed by the clients and then sent out to registered groups for 

their comment and feedback. 

 Places identified by registered parties as having cultural significance will be marked on maps and on the 

ground without defining the exact location if appropriate.  

 Although not part of this development proposal, the artefact scatter on the peninsula at Curiosity Rocks 

will be inspected and its current condition will be assessed.  

 

Fieldwork is planned for late May/early June 2015.  The draft assessment report is due for completion in late June 

2015 with a final due in late July 2015.  

 

Archaeological context 

 
A large amount of archaeological investigation has occurred in the Thredbo valley and around Lake Jindabyne since 

the 1970s, and numerous sites have been recorded. Most are artefact scatters with a few culturally modified trees, 

but there are also references in historical records to burials higher up the valley.  Bora grounds and axe grinding 

grooves are described for the junction of Wollondibby Creek and the Snowy River, now submerged (Boot, 1999).  
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Artefact scatters in the upper Thredbo Valley are mainly small, comprising flakes and flaked pieces made from high 

quality quartz. By contrast those in the lower Thredbo valley  and around Lake Jindabyne tend to be  larger and  

contain a more diverse range of stone tool types and raw materials, including pebble choppers, hammerstones, 

anvils and axe heads.   

 

Archaeological  excavations at Lake Crackenback Resort produced  dates of 4,000 years BP for initial Aboriginal 

occupation of the Thredbo Valley area (Kamminga, et al., 1989)  but recent test excavations for bridge footings 

along Stage 1 of the shared path in Kosciuszko National park did not find any subsurface archaeological material, 

despite the presence of surface artefacts (Niemoeller, 2011) .  

 

The large numbers of artefact scatters located within the Wollondibby, Snowy and Thredbo Valleys may have been 

the base camps of separate Aboriginal groups assembling for the purpose of ceremonial activity, most likely 

associated with movement to the high country for bogong moth feasts (Flood, 1980). 

Recorded sites close to the shared path alignment 
(see Figure 5 for site locations and Table 1 for descriptions)  
 
Table 1 

SITE ID SITE NAME DESCRIPTION STATUS 

61-3-0019 Rutledges-Bullocks 
trail/Bull Ck 

Extensive artefact scatter s first recorded in 1973, 
many of artefacts collected and lodged in the 
NPWS office at sawpit creek.  Re-examined in the 
1980s, when the Skitube was being built.  Consent 
issued for construction of ski tube car park and 
other infrastructure .Test excavations conducted 
and according to NPWS records, part of the site 
was to be protected.  Further investigation and 
collection was done in 2008, together with the 
Eden LALC, as part of development of the shared 
path between Bullocks Flat and Thredbo diggings.  
 

Partially destroyed. Will 
not be impacted by 
proposed track. 

61-3-0027 Site C/ Crackenback 
River 2/Tallangatta 

Single quartz flake on northern side of river 
recorded in 1983. Unable to be found during a 
survey of the same area in 1984  

May have been destroyed 
by Skitube bridge 
development. Not on 
alignment of  shared path 

62-1-0193 Brooks Mill Creek 1 Possible culturally modified tree, northern side of 
Thredbo River 

Not on track alignment. 
Will not be impacted 

62-1-0006 Sawpit Creek; 
Thredbo River; Site 
28 

3 axe heads on northern banks of Thredbo River at 
Paddys Corner. Artefacts collected in 1970s 

Description does not 
match grid reference. 
Exact location unknown 

62-1-0170 Colorado Point; 
Lake Jindabyne; 
J/WS 24,25,26 

Small artefact scatter on western side of lake, 
recorded when lake levels low in 1976.  

May be on or close to 
alignment 

62-1-0150 Curiosity Rocks  Large artefact scatter on peninsula adjacent to 
Curiosity Rocks.  Major site protection works 
conducted in 1999. Includes culturally significant  
places 

Site badly damaged and 
needs further site 
protection works 

Curiosity 
Rocks 
Aboriginal 
Place 

 Nomination included rocks and portion of lake 
shore, identified as being spiritually significant (see 
Figure 4 below).  

AP gazetted on 6/7/2014, 
but excluded western 
shores of lake.     
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Fig. 4 

 

 

 
Fig.5 

 

Possible management scenarios 
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 The intention is to realign the proposed path to totally avoid any Aboriginal sites. 
 

 For locations with high archaeological potential and/ or where ground visibility is poor, the likelihood for 
objects to be present will be assessed and where appropriate, recommendations for test pitting will be 
developed. 

 
 Where objects such as artefact scatters cannot be avoided, the  proportion of the site to be impacted will 

be identified and mapped,  with the intention of protecting the remainder of the site.  
 

 Sites assessed as having high cultural significance (scientific and social) will not be impacted. 
 

 In some instances it may be appropriate to move the artefacts out of harm’s way or conduct a community 
collection, both of which require a permit from OEH.  

 
 Exceptions to the above may occur in relation to any newly recorded sites on the western shores of the 

lake in the vicinity of Curiosity Rocks. If sites are to be impacted in this area, the potential for development 
of collaborative projects between Aboriginal knowledge holders and relevant agencies will be encouraged. 
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ABORIGINAL CONSULTATION STAGE 3: 
GATHERING INFORMATION ABOUT 
CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE. 
The purpose of this stage is to facilitate a process whereby registered Aboriginal parties can:  

 

a) contribute to culturally appropriate information gathering and the research methodology ; 

b) provide information that will enable the cultural significance of Aboriginal objects and/or places on 

the proposed project area to be determined;  

c) have input into the development of any cultural heritage management options.  

 

A list of questions about the proposed project and assessment is provided below. These questions are 

only suggestions and you may provide any additional information you feel is necessary to inform the 

proponents and OEH about the Aboriginal cultural significance or values of the subject area. 

 

1. Are there any objects or places of cultural value in the subject area or in the immediate proximity? 

If so how do you think the proposed development might affect those values? Please note the 

proponents are currently have only limited information on the cultural significance of Curiosity 

Rocks and are seeking further input on values of the area. 

   

2. Do you have any cultural concerns or perspectives about this assessment or the building of the 

shared path?  

    

3. Are there any particular research questions you would like to see answered through the 

archaeological assessment process? 

 

4. Have you got any views about the management of the lands within the Thredbo Valley in 

Kosciuszko National Park or lake Jindabyne and surrounding lands? 

 

5. Is any of the information you have provided culturally sensitive and is it OK to print your views in a 

report? 

 

6.  If Aboriginal objects are found on or close to the proposed track how would you like them to be 

managed? 

 

7. Would you be likely to support conservation management works to stabilise the Aboriginal sites or 

objects in the vicinity of Curiosity Rocks?     

 

 



113 
Feary S. and Niemoeller G. 2015. Lower Thredbo Valley shared path: Bullocks Flat to Curiosity Rocks, Snowy 
Mountains, NSW. Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment. FINAL REPORT to NPWS and SRSC. 
 

Appendix 4: Response from Bega LALC re Stages 2 and 3 consultation 
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Appendix 5: AHIMS search results
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Appendix 6: Curiosity Rocks Aboriginal Place gazettal notice 
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Appendix 7: Significance assessment matrix of sites recorded during field survey 
 

Site name Site Type No of 

artefacts  

No of 

artefact 

types per 

site 

No of 

stone 

raw 

materials 

per site 

Raw materials 

and Artefacts 

types 

represented  

Rarity 

values  

Representative 

values 

Archaeological 

research 

values 

Cumulative 

Value total  

Assessed 

Significance  

BULLOCKS FLAT1 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low  

BULLOCKS FLAT2 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low  

BULLOCKS FLAT3 Quarry  2 1 1 Porphyritic / 

flakes  

3 1 2 6 Low to 

moderate 

BULLOCKS FLAT4 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low  

Robertsons 1 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low  

LTVT1 Isolated 

stone 

artefacts 

2 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low  

LTVT2 Stone 

artefact 

scatter  

20 4 2 Quartz / flakes, 

retouched 

flakes, cores 

and 

manuport/anvil 

2 3 3 8 Moderate  

LTVT3 Stone 

artefact 

scatter 

3 2 1 Quartz / flakes 

and  core 

1 2 2 5 Low  

Gaden Hatchery 

1 

Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Porphyritic / 

retouched 

flake 

2 1 1 4 Low  
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Site name Site Type No of 

artefacts  

No of 

artefact 

types per 

site 

No of 

stone 

raw 

materials 

per site 

Raw materials 

and Artefacts 

types 

represented  

Rarity 

values  

Representative 

values 

Archaeological 

research 

values 

Cumulative 

Value total  

Assessed 

Significance  

GADEN BRIDGE1 Isolated 

stone 

artefacts 

2 1 1 Quartz / flakes 1 1 1 3 Low 

GADEN BRIDGE2 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low 

PALLAIBO 1 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low 

PALLAIBO 2 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low 

PALLAIBO 3 Stone 

artefact 

scatter 

2 2 2 Quartz, silcrete 
/ flake, 
retouched 
flake 

2 2 1 5 Low 

PALLAIBO 4 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low 

PALLAIBO 5 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low 

PALLAIBO 6 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low 

PALLAIBO 7 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Silcrete / flake 2 1 1 4 Low 

PALLAIBO 8 Stone 

artefact 

3 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low 
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Site name Site Type No of 

artefacts  

No of 

artefact 

types per 

site 

No of 

stone 

raw 

materials 

per site 

Raw materials 

and Artefacts 

types 

represented  

Rarity 

values  

Representative 

values 

Archaeological 

research 

values 

Cumulative 

Value total  

Assessed 

Significance  

scatter 

PALLAIBO 9 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low 

PALLAIBO 10 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low 

PALLAIBO 11 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Quartz / flake 1 1 1 3 Low 

WOLLONDIBBY1 Stone 

artefact 

scatter 

30+ 2 3 Quartz, 

silcrete, tuff / 

flakes, 

retouched 

flakes  

3 3 3 9 Moderate 

HATCHERY BAY 3 Isolated 

stone 

artefact 

1 1 1 Igneous / anvil  3 3 1 7 Low to 

moderate  

HATCHERY BAY 2 Stone 

artefact 

scatter 

10+ 2 3 Quartz, 

silcrete, chert  

/ flakes and 

retouched 

flakes  

2 2 2 6 Low to 

moderate 

HATCHERY BAY 1 Stone 

artefact 

scatter 

4 1 1 Quartz / flakes 1  1 1 3 Low  

 


