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Asset Protection 
Zones

Strategic Fire 
Advantage Zones

Land Management 
Zones

Fire Management Zones
The objective of APZs is the protection of hum a n life a nd property.  This will ha ve precedence over 
guidelines for the m a na gem ent of biodiversity.  Ma inta in Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t Modera te or below.
The objective of SFAZs is to reduce fire intensity a cross la rger a rea s.   Ma inta in Overa ll Fuel Ha za rd a t 
High or below, however a dherence to guidelines for biodiversity will ta ke precedence where pra ctica l.  
The objective of LMZs is to conserve biodiversity a nd protect cultura l herita ge.   Ma na ge fire 
consistent with fire thresholds.     

Strategy Information
Fire Season Information

Wildfires  Ha ve been known to sta rt a s ea rly a s la te August, but
usua lly the potentia l for a  la rge fire event is grea test
between October a nd Decem ber.  This period m a y
extend into Ja nua ry in m ore severe yea rs.

Prescribed Burning
(NPW S  Fire Ma na gem ent Ma nua l 4.7)

 Genera l sea son is Autum n to la te W inter.  Burning is
possible in ea rly S pring but not desira ble on a  regula r
ba sis from  a n ecologica l or tourism  point of view.

Suppression Strategies
Current FDR Forecast FDR

Low - Mod Low - Mod  Underta ke direct, pa ra llel or indirect a tta ck a long
existing conta inm ent lines.

 W here pra ctica ble consider m a xim ising the fire a rea  in
a ccorda nce with the requirem ents of a ny proposed
prescribed burns.

Low - Mod = > High  In order to m inim ise the fire a rea  a nd secure the fla nks
a s soon a s possible, underta ke direct, pa ra llel or indirect
a tta ck a long the closest conta inm ent lines.

 Pa y pa rticula r a ttention to the fla nk on the next
predicted down wind side.

High All  Underta ke indirect a tta ck a long existing or newly
constructed conta inm ent lines.

 S ecure a nd deepen conta inm ent lines a long the next
predicted downwind side of the fire.

 If a pplica ble consider broa der tha n norm a l conta inm ent
stra tegies to a void wa sted effort a nd high risk of fa ilure.

All All  Ensure there is sufficient tim e to secure conta inm ent
lines prior to the fire im pa cting upon them ; otherwise
fa ll ba ck to the next potentia l line.

Contact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone 
DECC - NPWS R egiona l Duty Officer / After Hours 0428 345 789 

 
 Area  Ma na ger 0409 224 605 

02 6736 4850 
 Fire Ma na gem ent Officer 0429 220 613 

02 6776 0014 
02 6771 1894 (fa x) 

 R egiona l Opera tions Coordina tor 02 6776 0007 
0428 977 519 

 Tenterfield Area  Office 02 6736 4298 
 R egiona l Office 02 6776 0000 

02 6771 1894 (fa x) 
RFS Fire Control Officer 02 6732 7046 

0428 657 647 
 Tenterfield Fire Control Centre 02 6736 4150 
NSW Fire Brigade Em ergency 000 
 Inverell Fire S ta tion 02 6721 0015 
SES Em ergency 000 
 Ashford Unit 

Inverell Unit 
02 6725 4027 
02 6721 0833 

Police Em ergency 000 
 Ashford S ta tion 02 6725 4004 
Ambulance Em ergency 000 
 Ashford S ta tion 13 1233 
Hospital Texa s Hospita l 07 4653 1233 
Department of Lands Arm ida le La nds Ma na gem ent Officer 02 6770 3101 
Forests NSW Inverell Forests NS W  02 6722 4200 
Council Inverell Council 02 6728 8288 
Aboriginal Land 
Council 
Aboriginal Heritage 
Conservation Officer 

Toom ela h Aborigina l Council 
Northern Z one 
 
Glen Innes 

07 4676 2862 
02 6659 1200 
02 6739 0721 
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Vegetation
NSWForm ation

Dry sc le rophyll fore sts (shrub b y sub form ation)
Fore ste d  we tland s
Grassy wood land s 1:70,000

1:70,000

Operational Guidelines 
Refer to Strategy for Fire Management 2003 and Fire Management Manual 2007. 

Brief a ll personnel involved in suppression opera tions on the following issues: 
Resource Guidelines 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage  
Site Management 
(NPW S  FMM 4.11) 

  Brief a ll personnel involved in conta inm ent line construction &/or vehicle ba sed 
fire suppression opera tions, on site loca tions a nd the required m a na gem ent 
stra tegies a ppropria te to the site type. 

 Ensure close lia ison with the releva nt Aborigina l Herita ge Conserva tion Officer in 
order to check for &/or identify new sites. 

 AH1 –  As fa r a s possible protect site from  fire, do not cut down trees 
 AH2 –  As fa r a s possible protect site from  fire, a void a ll ground disturba nce 

including the use of ea rthm oving m a chinery, ha ndline construction a nd driving over 
site, a void wa ter bom bing which m a y ca use ground disturba nce. 

 AH3 –  Avoid a ll ground disturba nce, a void wa ter bom bing, site m a y be burnt by 
bushfire, ba ck-burn or prescribed burn without da m a ge. 

Historic Heritage Management 
(NPW S  FMM 4.12) 

 No known sites in NP.  If new sites loca ted consult with a  senior NPW S  officer. 
 

Threatened Fauna Management 
(NPW S  FMM 4.12 & 5.2) 

 Brief a ll personnel involved in conta inm ent line construction &/or vehicle ba sed fire 
suppression opera tions, on site loca tions a nd the required m a na gem ent stra tegies 
a ppropria te to the site type. 

 W here pra ctica ble, protect ha bita t a rea s a nd trees from  the fire if the effects of the 
resulting fire frequency, sea son &/or intensity will ha ve a  significa nt or unknown 
im pa ct. 

 FA1 –  As fa r a s possible, protect la rge a nd hollow-bea ring trees in loca tions where 
these species occur. 

 FA2 –  As fa r a s possible, protect la rge a nd hollow bea ring trees in loca tions where 
these species a re known to occur, a void inter-fire interva ls of <10 yea rs in loca tions 
where these species a re known to occur, a void high intensity fires tha t consum e 
ca nopies a nd fa llen logs in loca tions where these species a re known to occur. 

Threatened Flora Management 
(NPW S  FMM 4.12 & 5.1) 

 Brief a ll personnel involved in conta inm ent line construction &/or vehicle ba sed fire 
suppression opera tions, on site loca tions a nd the required m a na gem ent stra tegies 
a ppropria te to the site type. 

 W here pra ctica ble, protect popula tions or individua ls from  fire if the fire frequency 
threshold ha s been exceeded, or the species is a n obliga te seeder (fire response 
ca tegory), or if the fire frequency threshold &/or fire response ca tegory is unknown. 

 W here possible, protect old growth ha bita t trees. 
 There a re no known sites in NP.  If new sites a re loca ted consult with a  senior 

NPW S  officer. 
Threatened Property All property owners with a ssets a t possible risk from  a  wildfire event will be: 

 Kept inform ed rega rding the progress of the fire; a nd 
 Asked for a n a ssessm ent of their current level of a sset protection prepa redness. 

General Guidelines 
Aerial Water Bombing 
(NPW S  FMM 4.5 & 5.1 / NS W  Fire 
Agencies Avia tion S OPs O2 / 
NPW S  Guidelines for Effective 
Aircra ft Ma na gem ent) 

 The use of bom bing a ircra ft should support conta inm ent opera tions by a ggressively 
a tta cking hotspots a nd spot-overs. 

 The use of bom bing a ircra ft without the support of ground ba sed suppression crews 
should be lim ited to very specific circum sta nces. 

 W here pra ctica ble foa m  should be used to increa se the effectiveness of the wa ter. 
 Ground crews m ust be a lerted to wa ter bom bing opera tions. 

Aerial Ignition 
(NPW S  FMM 4.8 & 4.5 & 2.12 / 
NS W  Fire Agencies Avia tion S OPs 
O2-4 / NPW S  Guidelines for 
Effective Aircra ft Ma na gem ent) 

 Aeria l ignition m a y be used during ba ck-burning or fuel reduction opera tions where 
pra ctica ble, but only with the prior consent of a  senior NPW S  officer.  

 Utilise incendia ries to ra pidly progress ba ck-burns down slope where required. 
 

Backburning 
(NPW S  FMM 4.8) 

 Tem pera ture a nd hum idity trends m ust be m onitored ca refully to determ ine the 
sa fest tim es to im plem ent ba ck-burns.  Genera lly, when the FDI is V ery High or 
grea ter, ba ckburning should com m ence when the hum idity begins to rise in the la te 
a fternoon or ea rly evening.  W ith a  lower FDI ba ckburning may be sa fely 
underta ken during the da y. 

 W here pra ctica ble, clea r a  1m  ra dius a round dea d a nd fibrous ba rked trees a dja cent 
to conta inm ent lines prior to ba ckburning, or wet down these trees a s pa rt of the 
ba ckburn ignition. 

 Brief a ll involved personnel on the loca tion of cultura l sites a nd threa tened species 
prior to ba ckburning, a nd a dhere to the a bove guidelines. 

Command & Control 
(NPW S  FMM 4.3) 

 The first com ba ta nt a gency on site m a y a ssum e control of the fire, but then m ust 
ensure the releva nt la nd m a na gem ent a gency is notified prom ptly. 

 On the a rriva l of other com ba ta nt a gencies, the initia l incident controller will consult 
with rega rd to the ongoing com m a nd, control a nd incident m a na gem ent tea m  
requirem ents a s per the releva nt BFMC Pla n of Opera tions. 

Containment Lines 
(NPW S  FMM 2.3 & 4.9) 

 Construction of new conta inm ent lines should be a voided, except where they ca n be 
built by ha nd with m inim a l erosion potentia l. 

 Only existing or previous tra ils or conta inm ent line routes will be used. 
 R oa ds a nd tra ils to be used a s conta inm ent lines but requiring works should be 

prioritised in consulta tion with releva nt IMT a nd Fire Ground sta ff. 
 All conta inm ent lines not required for other purposes should be closed im m edia tely 

a t the cessa tion of the incident. 
 W here pra ctica ble, erosion control works should be incorpora ted into the 

conta inm ent line construction pha se. 
 All personnel involved in conta inm ent line construction should be briefed on both 

na tura l a nd cultura l herita ge sites in the loca tion. 
Earthmoving Equipment 
(NPW S  FMM 4.4 & 2.3) 

 Ea rthm oving equipm ent m a y only be used with the prior consent of the senior 
NPW S  officer, a nd then only if the proba bility of its success is high. 

 Ea rthm oving equipm ent m ust be wa shed down prior to it entering NPW S  esta te. 
 As fa r a s possible, restrict its use to previously used conta inm ent lines. 
 Ea rthm oving equipm ent m ust be a lwa ys guided a nd supervised by a n experienced 

NPW S  officer, a nd a ccom pa nied by a  support vehicle.  W hen enga ged in direct or 
pa ra llel a tta ck this vehicle m ust be a  firefighting vehicle. 

 Conta inm ent lines constructed by ea rthm oving equipm ent should be a t lea st 50 m  
from  depression lines in order to a void erosion problem s. 

 Observe the Threa tened S pecies a nd Cultura l Herita ge Opera tiona l Guidelines. 
 Proposed conta inm ent lines to be constructed with ea rthm oving equipm ent should 

be surveyed to identify unknown cultura l herita ge sites. 
Fire Advantage Recording  All fire a dva nta ges used during wildfire suppression opera tions m ust be m a pped a nd 

where releva nt a dded to the da ta ba se. 
Fire Suppression Chemicals 
(NPW S  FMM 4.5 & 4.10) 

 W etting a nd foa m ing a gents (surfa cta nts) a re perm itted for use in wildfire 
suppression. 

 The use of fire reta rda nt is only perm itted with the prior consent of the senior NPW S  
officer, a nd should be a voided where rea sona ble a lterna tives a re a va ila ble. 

 Exclude the use of surfa cta nts a nd reta rda nts within 50m  of ra inforest, wa tercourses, 
da m s a nd swa m ps. 

 Area s where fire suppression chem ica ls a re used m ust be m a pped a nd the used 
products na m e recorded. 

 The Threa tened S pecies Opera tiona l Guidelines a re to be observed. 
Rehabilitation 
(NPW S  FMM 5.1) 

 W here pra ctica ble, conta inm ent lines should be sta bilised a nd reha bilita ted a s pa rt of 
the wildfire suppression opera tion. 

Smoke Management 
(NPW S  FMM 2.10) 

 The potentia l im pa cts of sm oke a nd possible m itiga tion ta ctics m ust be considered 
when pla nning for wildfire suppression a nd prescribed burning opera tions. 

 If sm oke becom es a  ha za rd on loca l roa ds or highwa ys, the police a nd releva nt 
m edia  m ust be notified. 

 S m oke m a na gem ent m ust be in a ccorda nce with releva nt R TA tra ffic m a na gem ent 
guidelines. 

Visitor Management 
(NPW S  FMM 2.13& 3.4) 

 The NP m a y be closed to the public during periods of extrem e fire da nger or during 
wildfire suppression opera tions. 
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Th is strategy sh ou ld  b e u sed  in c onju nc tion with  aerial ph otograph y and  field  rec onnaissanc e d u ring inc id ents and  th e d evelopm ent of 
inc id ent ac tion plans.  
The se  d ata are  not guarante e d  to b e  fre e  from  e rror or om ission. The  N SW  N ational Parks and  W ild life  and  its e m ploye e s d isclaim  liab ility for any act d one  on the  inform ation in 
the  d ata and  any conse q ue nc e s of such acts or om issions. This d oc um e nt is c opyright. Apart from  any fair d e aling for the  purpose  of stud y, re se arc h c ritic ism , or 
re vie w, as pe rm itte d  und e r the  c opyright Ac t, no part m ay b e  re prod uc e d  b y any proc e ss without writte n pe rm ission. 

Th is strategy is a relevant Plan u nd er Sec tion 38 (4) and  Sec tion 44 (3) of R u ral Fires Ac t 1997. 
The  N SW  N ational Parks and  W ild life  Se rvic e  is part of the  Offic e  of Environm e nt and  He ritage . 
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Datu m : GDA 94     Projec tion: UTM   Grid : MGA Zone  56 N ote d  sc ale s are  true  whe n this m ap is re prod uc e d  on A1 size  pape r 

Assu m e all gates loc ked  Contou r Interval 10 m etres 
 

First R esponse Com m u nic ations Plan – Kwiam b al NP (CCAZ1) 
Servic e Ch annel Inc id ent Loc ation and  Com m ents 
N PW S - VHF 335 IMT to Div Com  Hallam s Hill 
N PW S - VHF 635 Fire ground  Car to Car c hanne l (all c lasse s) 
N PW S - VHF (Portab le  Re pe ate r) 24 Fire ground  Store d  at Gle n Inne s (Transportab le ).  Sourc e  and  d e ploy as re q uire d . 
RFS - PMR - UHF       IMT to Div Com        
Fore sts N SW   - VHF       Fire ground        
CB - UHF 12 Fire ground  Channe l as appropriate .  (Div Com , CL to Contrac tors) 
Airc raft - VHF 119.10 IMT - Airc raft       
Mob ile  Phone  – N e xt G Y e s IMT – Div Com  On high ground  
Sate llite  Phone  0147166331 IMT – Div Com  Store d  at Te nte rfie ld  
 


