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The Soil Conservation Service of New
South Wales has endeavoured to overcome
this universal weakness. It does not hand
the farmer a piece of information and leave
it to him to fit it in to his farming practices
as best he can. The Service plans with him
and works with him in the field to fit the
knowledge into his system, in many cases
the actual earth work is done under our
plant hire scheme.

Undoubtedly there is need for more useful
researcl work but there is equally great need
in Australia, as elsewhere, to bridge the gap
between the research and its application tu
the farm and the latter requires a different
type of skill and a wider knowledge.
Actually it is as difficult to effectively inte-
grate new practices into a balanced farmjug
system as it is to unearth the new practice.

REGENERATION OF MARGINAL LANDS
IN THE NEW SOUTH WALES
WHEAT BELT.

BY

L. G. KaLeskl, B.Sc.Agr., Chief Soil Conservationist.

N considering regeneration of marginal
lands it is necessary to have in mind
what we mean by the term “marginal”. For
the purposes of this paper, I have in mind
those lands upon which a farmer, exercising
plenty of hard work and having an adequate
amount of rural knowledge, skill and finan-
cial resources, would not earn a good living.

LOCATION.

In New South Wales the term “South-
West Marginal \Wheat Area” was officially
used in the nineteen-thirties in connection
with the rehabilitation of a large number
of landholders who. had been settled on light
soils of a sandy nature, including mallee
soils. These lands were situated in Western
Riverina, between the Murrumbidgee and
Lachlan Rivers, between the 13-inch and
15-inch 1sohyets, and were settled on a basis
of the farmer making a living primarily on
a wheat-fallow rotation.

Because of low rainfall and wind erosion,
average wheat yields during the nineteen-
twenties were very low. When wheat prices
fell in 1930, this method of land usage be-
came uneconomic; later, farming areas
were substantially aggregated to allow graz-
ing to become the major land usage. To-
day there is very little wheat grown in this
area.

In the eastern areas of New South Wales,
Davies has referred to many millions of acres
of marginal land which mav be made highly
productive under intensive grassland im-
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provement practice. These lands are mainly
in the podsol belt, between the 25-inch and
50-inch isohyets. The improvement is en-
visaged by the use of fertilizers, trace
elements, lime, legumes, rhizobium and high
quality grasses.

A third group of lands, miuch of which
is or was marginal on the abovementioned
standard, is now described, namely the
gully-eroded lands within the western slopes
of New South Wales, mainly red-brown
earths between the 16-inch and 23-inch
isohyets.

EROSION SURVEY.

The Erosion Survey of New South Wales,
carried out by the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice during 1941-43, indicates the follow-
ing position :—

Area of land within western slopes of
New South Wales, 52,000,000 acres.

Area of land affected by gully erosion,
16,000,000 acres.

ACQUISITION OF SOIL CONSERVATION
RESEARCH STATIONS.

In order to study and devise measures
to remedy this position, the Soil Conserva-
tion Service acquired five Research Stations
within the wheat belt during 1940/1946, at
WWagga, Cowra, Wellington, Gunnedah and
Inverell. Some of the activities on these
are now used to illustrate methods of re-
clamation of marginal lands within the New
South Wales wheat belt.
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