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This strategy should be used in conjunction with aerial photography and field reconnaissance during 
incidents and the development of incident action plans. 

These data are not guaranteed to be free from error or omission. The NSW National Parks and Wildlife and its employees 
disclaim liability for any act done on the information in the data and any consequences of such acts or omissions. 

This document is copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of study, research criticism or review, as 
permitted under the copyright Act, no part may be reproduced by any process without written permission. 
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Broad Vegetation Types

Alluvial woodland

Derived grassland

Dry floodplain woodland

Floodplain woodland

Additional notes 
• The reserve’s fire trail system will be finalised after negotiations with landholders on various land management 

issues. When these have been finalised, this fire management strategy will be updated. 

 

Available only 
ephemeral 
conditions 

This area is generally 
has NIL or LOW OFH, 
except during seasons 
producing continuous 
ground cover  

Unavailable for 
prescribed 

burning 

This area is unavailable 
for prescribed burning, 
due to NIL or LOW OFH, 
or ecological 
requirements. 

Availability for burning must be referenced with 
the Status of Biodiversity Thresholds. 

 

Communications Information 
Service Channel Location and Comments 

NPWS VHF   Unavailable 

RFS  P025 
P031 

 Come-by-Chance 
 Walgett 

UHF - CB   Small fires - Channel 10 
 Large fires - determined by IMT 

Aviation 126.7  CTAF 

Cellphone  
 Telstra 3G available to the immediate west of both 

reserves, in open country 
 Satphone use should be considered  

 

Fire Season Information 

Wildfires 
The critical wildfire season is likely to occur: 

• after a prolonged period of above average rainfall, leading to prolific grass growth;  
• during the period November to February when there is a higher incidence of lightning.  

Prescribed 
Burning 

Prescribed burning is unlikely to be effective for most areas of the reserve. This is due to the NIL – LOW surface fuel hazard 
for most vegetation types. 
Areas of derived grassland will produce continuous grass cover during ephemeral seasons. Their availability for burning is 
limited by requirements to encourage regeneration. 

 
Operational Guidelines 

General Guidelines 

Aerial operations 
 

• Aerial operations will be managed by trained and competent personnel. This includes directing aerial bombing and aerial 
ignition operations 

• The use of bombing aircraft without the support of ground based suppression crews should be limited to very specific 
circumstances. 

• All aerial ignition operations require the consent of the NPWS Regional Manager or the Section 44 Appointee.  
Backburning 

 
• All personnel must be fully briefed before back burning operations begin. 
• Backburning in areas of Low – Moderate OFH will require the use of wind, or low humidity to maximise effectiveness. 

Command & 
Control 

 

• The first combatant agency on site may assume control of the fire, but then must ensure the relevant land management 
agency is notified promptly.  

• On the arrival of other combatant agencies, the initial Incident Controller will consult with regard to the ongoing command, 
control and incident management team requirements as per the relevant BFMC Plan of Operations. 

Containment 
Lines 

 

• New containment lines require the prior consent of a senior NPWS officer. 
• Construction of new containment lines should be avoided, where practicable, except where they can be constructed with 

minimal environmental impact. 
• Containment line construction will be excluded in areas with a high potential of Aboriginal sites. 
• All personal involved in containment line construction should be briefed on, and must consider both natural and cultural 

heritage sites in the location. 
• All containment lines not required for other purposes should be closed immediately at the cessation of the incident. 

Earthmoving 
Equipment 

• Graders may only be used with the prior consent of a senior NPWS Officer.  
• Graders must always be guided and supervised by an experienced officer, and accompanied by a support vehicle. When 

engaged in direct or parallel attack, this vehicle must be a fire fighting vehicle. 
• Graders must not work in machinery exclusion areas. 
• Graders must be washed down, where practicable, prior to it entering NPWS estate and again on exiting NPWS estate.  

Fire Suppression 
Chemicals 

• The use of foam, gels and retardants will be permitted on the reserve 
• Fire suppression chemicals are not to be applied within 50m of water courses and dams.   
• The use of retardants requires the approval of the Regional Manager or delegate. 

Rehabilitation • Where practicable, containment lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of the wildfire suppression operation. 

Watering points • Consider deployment of a bulk water carrier to support fire operations. 
Smoke 

Management • Potential smoke impacts and mitigation tactics will be assessed during the planning of fire operations. 

Visitor 
Management 

• The area is generally closed to the public. No guided activities will be permitted during periods of Severe+ Fire Danger, or 
during fire operations. 

 
Operational Guidelines - Heritage 

Resource Guidelines 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 
Site Management 

Modified trees (AS1), including scarred trees 
• Protect the site from fire, clear base of litter and shrubs, 

exclude site tree from fire where possible 
• Foam may be used to protect the tree, or to extinguish fire 
• Do not cut trees 

 
Ground based sites (AS2), including camp sites and artefacts 
• Protect site from any ground disturbance, including the use of earth-moving equipment and vehicles 

 
Precautionary machinery exclusion areas have been designated for sand ridge areas and areas adjacent to 
Black Box woodlands. There is a high likelihood of camp sites and burials in these areas. The surface fuel 
hazard is NIL – LOW. 

Historic Heritage 
Site Management 

Coupe trees  
• Protect the site from fire, clear base of litter and shrubs, 

exclude site tree from fire where possible 
• Foam may be used to protect the tree, or to extinguish fire 
• Do not cut trees 

Threatened Species 
Management • Protective actions are incorporated in the Operational Guidelines 

 

Related documents 
• Department of Environment, Climate Change and 

Water (2010) Fire Management Manual 

 

 
Suppression Strategies 

Conditions & forecast Guidelines 
BKDI < 100, or  

 BKDI >100+  and outside critical fire season
Stable conditions forecast 

• A broad containment strategy using existing tracks, low fuel areas, open areas and recently 
burnt areas. 

BKDI >100  &  
within critical fire season, or 

Severe+ FDI forecast 

• Consider a strategy that uses a combination of ground crews, machinery and fire units to 
contain the fire. 

 

 
 
 

Below 
minimum 
frequency 
threshold 

Fire thresholds have been 
exceeded. Species may 
become extinct due to 
insufficient time to mature 
and reproduce, and for 
habitats to develop. 
Protect from fire as far as 
possible. 

Within 
Frequency 
threshold  

Within the threshold for 
vegetation in this area. 
Species have had 
sufficient time to mature 
and reproduce, and for 
habitats to develop. 
A fire event is neither 
required or to be avoided.  

Above 
maximum 
frequency 
threshold 

There is an excessive time 
since the last fire. Species 
may be become extinct. 
A fire event will be 
ecologically 
advantageous. Consider 
allowing unplanned fires to 
burn. Manage some areas 
for interval >50 years. 

No thresholds 
applied 

Areas of regenerating 
vegetation, with fire 
intervals to be defined by 
revegetation plans. 

 

Vegetation Community Vegetation management guidelines Fire Behaviour 
Floodplain Woodlands  

 
Bimble Box  / Belah tall woodland  

 
Black Box woodland 

• Avoid two fire events in a period of less than 10 years 
• Exclude fire events during extended periods of low soil 

moisture 
• Prescribed burning only during late winter – early 

spring 

• Potential rates of spread is low during 
most conditions due to LOW  OFH 

• Ephemeral seasons produce may 
continuous grass cover, increasing 
potential rate of spread. 

 Dry Floodplain Woodlands  
 

Bimble Box woodland with tall semi-
arid shrubs 

 

• Avoid two fire events in a period of less than 10 years 

• Potential rates of spread is low during 
most conditions due to LOW  OFH 

• Ephemeral seasons produce limited grass 
cover 

Alluvial Woodlands 
 

White Pine / Bimble Box  
 

• Avoid two fire events in a period of less than 10 years 
• Exclude fire events during extended periods of low soil 

moisture 

• Potential rates of spread is generally low 
due to NIL - LOW OFH  

• Ephemeral seasons do not produce 
continuous grass cover  

Derived grassland 
• Avoid prescribed burning, especially during and after 

ephemeral conditions, which may provide a 
germination and regeneration trigger. 

• Dry seasons - potential rates of spread is 
low during due to NIL - LOW  OFH 

• Ephemeral seasons –potential rate of 
spread is significant in cured grass  

OFH – Overall fuel hazard - A rating system that includes leaf litter, grasses, shrubs, bark type and bark condition. Consists of ratings for surface 
fuel, near-surface fuel, elevated fuel and bark. 

 

"

"Carinda
Gungalman

Cumber
do

on
 W

ay
 

M
erri M

e rri Road 

To
 W

al
ge

tt

B
og

ew

ong Road 

G
un

ga
lman Road 

Carinda Road To Coonam

ble

Binghi Road 

Nilm
a Road 

Gi
lwa

rne
y R

dGilwarny NR

Wingadee NR

Locality

0 2010 km

Vegetation

Prescribed burn availability

 
 
 

Land 
Management 

Zones 

The objective of this zone 
is to conserve biodiversity 
and protect cultural 
heritage by applying 
biodiversity thresholds 
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Map Details 
Datum: Geocentric Datum
of Australia 1994 GDA 94
Projection: Map Grid 
Australia Zone 55 

Data: ADS40 Imagery 2009. 
1:50k Topographic Map: 
CARINDA 8437 
Scale: Noted scales are true 
when printed on A1 size paper 

 

Contact Information 
Agency Position / Location Phone 

Duty Officer (24 hour) 6842 3041 National Parks 
& Wildlife Service Coonabarabran Area Office (bus. hours) 6842 1311 

NSW RFS North West Bill Britt (Zone Manager) 
Duty Officer 

0427 253 299 
6822 4422 

RFS Rural Fire Brigades Carinda Rural – Vic Weber 
Carinda Village – Michael Barton  

6823 2346 
6823 2215 

NSW Fire Brigade Katoomba 4782 6077 
Emergency Services Police, Fire, Ambulance 000 

SES  13 2500 
Police Carinda 6823 2244 

Council Walgett Shire 
Coonamble Shire 

6828 1399 
6822 1333 

Carinda Landing Ground Walgett Shire (permission required) 
Local contact – Roy White 

6828 1399 
6828 6127 
0419 995 062 
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