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FOREWORD

The Gibraltar Range Group of Parks includes Barool, Capoompeta, Gibraltar
Range, Nymboida and Washpool National Parks and Nymboida and Washpool
State Conservation Areas. These five national parks and two state conservation
areas are located on the Gibraltar Range half way between Glen Innes and
Grafton, and are transected by the Gwydir Highway. They are considered
together in this plan because they are largely contiguous and have similar
management issues.

The Gibraltar Range Group of Parks encompasses some of the most diverse and
least disturbed forested country in New South Wales. The Parks contain a
stunning landscape of granite boulders, expansive rainforests, tall trees, steep
gorges, clear waters and magnificent scenery over wilderness forests.
Approximately one third of the area is included on the World Heritage list as part
of the Central Eastern Rainforest Reserves of Australia (CERRA).

The Gibraltar Range Group of Parks provides a large range of nature-based
recreational opportunities. Large sections have been declared as wilderness;
other sections provide opportunities for walking on formed tracks, car touring,
camping and picnicking.

A draft plan of management for Gibraltar Range Group of Parks was placed on
public exhibition from 27 July 2002 until 13 January 2003. The exhibition of the
plan of management attracted 14 submissions which raised 17 issues. All
submissions received were carefully considered before adopting this plan of
management.

This plan of management establishes the scheme of operations for Barool,
Capoompeta, Gibraltar Range, Nymboida and Washpool National Parks and
Nymboida and Washpool State Conservation Areas. It replaces the 1981 plan of
management for Gibraltar Range National Park. In accordance with sections 75
and 75A of the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974, this plan of management is
hereby adopted.

BOB DEBUS
MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
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1.  INTRODUCTION

1.1  THE PLAN AND PLANNING PROCESS

A plan of management outlines how an area will be managed during the life of
this plan. The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act) requires that a
plan of management be prepared for each national park in NSW. A plan of
management prepared for a national park under the NPW Act is a legal document
that provides a scheme of operations for the park. Most of the operations
proposed for a park will be undertaken by or on behalf of the NSW National Parks
and Wildlife Service (NPWS). Some activities however, such as bee keeping and
guided tours, can be approved by the NPWS to be undertaken by other
authorised individuals or organisations.

A plan of management, and the proposed operations, must be consistent with the
purpose and objectives of the NPW Act. It is prepared within the context of
existing legislation and NPWS policies as well as the values, condition and
proposed future use of each park. A plan of management guides the NPWS and
informs the community about management directions for a park.

Once the Minister has adopted a plan of management, only operations that are
consistent with the plan may be undertaken within the planning area. This plan
will also apply to any future additions to the parks and reserves that comprise the
planning area. Where management strategies or works are proposed for the
planning area or any additions to the planning area that are not consistent with
this plan, an amendment to the plan will be required.

1.2 THE PLANNING AREA

The Gibraltar Range Group of Parks are located on the Gibraltar Range half way
between Glen Innes and Grafton, and bisected by the Gwydir Highway. The
planning area totals approximately 150,620 hectares and extends from the Great
Dividing Range and the New England Tablelands in the west, across the Demon
Fault to the base of the Great Escarpment in the east. Altitudes range from
approximately 200 to 1,490 metres above sea level. The parks are located within
Tenterfield, Severn, Copmanhurst and Pristine Waters local government areas.

The Gibraltar Range Group of Parks comprises the following national parks
declared under the NPW Act:

- Barool National Park;

- Capoompeta National Park;

- Gibraltar Range National Park;

- Nymboida National Park;

- Washpool National Park;

- Nymboida State Conservation Area; and

- Washpool State Conservation Area.




Map 1: The planning area’s national parks and state conservation areas.
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In addition, the planning area includes roads vested in the name of the Minister
for the Environment (referred to as ‘Ministerial roads’).

Collectively, these lands are referred to as the “planning area” in this document
and are shown on map 1.

Under section 72A of the NPW Act, a single plan may be prepared for a
combination of related protected areas. The five national parks and two state
conservation areas are considered together in this plan because they are largely
contiguous and have similar management issues.

The planning area encompasses some of the most diverse and least disturbed
forested country in New South Wales. The planning area contains a stunning
landscape of granite boulders, expansive rainforests, tall trees, steep gorges,
clear waters and magnificent scenery over wilderness forests.

Approximately 109,105 hectares (72% of the planning area) is declared as
wilderness. In addition, 45,200 hectares (30% of the planning area) within
Washpool and Gibraltar Range National Parks is included on the World Heritage
list as part of the Central Eastern Rainforest Reserves of Australia (CERRA).

The parks within the planning area provide a large range of nature-based
recreational opportunities. Large sections of the planning area have been
declared as wilderness; other sections provide opportunities for track-based
walking, car touring, camping and picnicking.

1.3 PARK DEDICATION

Gibraltar Range National Park was proposed following the opening of the
Gwydir Highway in 1960, with the park being reserved in 1963. Recent additions
occurred in 1999 as part of the Regional Forest Agreement (RFA) process (see
below), when the Visitor Information Centre on the Gwydir Highway and adjoining
former highway depot were added to the Park. In 2003 the Boundary Creek Falls
area (61 hectares) of Moogem State Forest was incorporated into Gibraltar
Range National Park.

Washpool National Park was initially reserved in 1983. The section of the park
west of the Timbarra (Rocky) River, referred to as “west Washpool” in this plan,
was initially reserved in 1997 with subsequent additions. Further lands that link

these two areas have been purchased but not yet gazetted as park.

Nymboida National Park was declared in 1980. The wilderness core of the park
along the Mann River was added in 1990. Recent RFA additions include the
Nymboida River camping area which was formerly state forest, and leasehold
land on the Mann River and Cunglebung Creek areas.

Barool and Capoompeta National Parks were formerly state forest declared as
national parks in 1999 as an outcome of the RFA.

Nymboida State Conservation Area was reserved on 1% January 2003 through
the CRA process. It has an area of 528 hectares.

Washpool State Conservation Area was reserved on 1% January 2003 through
the CRA process. It has an area of 246 hectares.



Regional Forest Agreements

The North East NSW Regional Forest Agreement covers the region from the
Queensland border to the Hunter Valley, thereby including the planning area. The
process leading up to the RFA provided for major additions to the reserve
system, including establishment of Barool and Capoompeta National Parks and
additions to other parks in the planning area.

RFAs are one of the principle means of implementing the National Forest Policy
Statement of 1992. Under this Statement Commonwealth, State and Territory
governments agreed to work towards a shared vision for Australia’s forests. This
aimed to maintain native forest estate, manage it in an ecologically sustainable
manner and develop sustainable forest-based industries. The Statement provided
for joint comprehensive assessments of the natural, cultural, economic and social
values of forests. These assessments formed the basis for negotiation of RFAs
that provide, amongst other things, for Ecologically Sustainable Forest
Management.

1.4 LANDSCAPE CONTEXT

Natural and cultural heritage and on-going use are strongly inter-related and
together form the landscape of an area. Much of the Australian environment has
been influenced by past Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal land use practices, and
the activities of modern day Australians continue to influence bushland through
recreational use, cultural practices, the presence of introduced plants and
animals and in some cases air and water pollution.

Both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people place cultural values on natural areas,
including aesthetic, social, spiritual, recreational and other values. Cultural
values may be attached to the landscape as a whole or to individual components,
for example to plant and animal species used by Aboriginal people. This plan of
management aims to conserve both natural and cultural values. For reasons of
clarity and document usefulness natural and cultural heritage, non-human threats
and on-going use are dealt with individually, but their inter-relationships are
recognised.

1.5 PREVIOUS PLANS IN THIS AREA

This plan replaces the 1981 plan of management for Gibraltar Range National
Park. This is the only plan that has been adopted under the NPW Act for the
planning area.

A draft plan of management for Gibraltar Range and Washpool National Parks
was placed on exhibition in early 1990, generating 24 submissions. The previous
draft plan of management and the public submissions it generated were
considered in the preparation of this new draft plan.



2. MANAGEMENT CONTEXT

21 WORLD HERITAGE

Australia ratified the International Convention for the Protection of World Cultural
and Natural Heritage (the World Heritage Convention) in 1974. As part of its
framework for international cooperation in the protection of cultural and natural
heritage, the Convention provides for the listing of properties of outstanding
universal value. Arising from the World Heritage Convention are management
principles that apply to the management of those sections of the planning area
that are World Heritage listed (refer to appendix 4).

Approximately 45,200 hectares of the planning area has been included on the
World Heritage list as part of the Central Eastern Rainforest Reserves of Australia
(CERRA) World Heritage Area (refer to map 2). CERRA comprises over 40
separate reserves including Barrington Tops, Oxley Wild Rivers, Werrikimbe,
New England, Dorrigo, Border Ranges, Mt Warning, Lamington and Springbrook
National Parks.

The CERRA World Heritage Area was inscribed on the World Heritage list in
1986 because of its ancient and isolated refugia of rainforest communities with a
great variety of plant and animal species. It satisfies three of the four criteria for
natural values of outstanding universal significance:

e arecord of the Earth’s evolutionary history (criterion 1);

e outstanding examples of ongoing geological and biological processes
(criterion Il); and

¢ significant areas for the conservation of biodiversity, including threatened
plants and animals (criterion 1V).

Under the World Heritage Convention, Australia has obligations to ensure the
identification, protection, conservation and presentation of its areas of
outstanding universal value, so that these areas can be appreciated by future
generations. Management principles, based on World Heritage Convention are
regulated under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).

In order to provide a management overview for the fragmented CERRA property,
a strategic planning document has been prepared jointly by the NSW NPWS,
Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service and the Commonwealth Environment
Australia. This document, a “Strategic Overview for Management of World
Heritage CERRA” (CERRA, 2000) will guide management of the planning area at
a strategic level.




Map 2: Declared wilderness and World Heritage areas in the planning area.
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2.2 NATIONAL PARK OBJECTIVES

National parks are reserved under the NPW Act to protect and conserve areas
containing outstanding or representative ecosystems, natural or cultural features
or landscapes or phenomena that provide opportunities for public appreciation
and inspiration and sustainable visitor use.

Under the Act, national parks are managed to:

e conserve biodiversity, maintain ecosystem functions, protect geological and
geomorphological features and natural phenomena and maintain natural
landscapes;

e conserve places, objects, features and landscapes of cultural value;

e protect the ecological integrity of one or more ecosystems for present and
future generations;

e promote public appreciation and understanding of the park’s natural and
cultural values;

e provide for sustainable visitor use and enjoyment that is compatible with
conservation of natural and cultural values;

e provide for sustainable use (including adaptive reuse) of any buildings or
structures or modified natural areas having regard to conservation of natural
and cultural values; and

e provide for appropriate research and monitoring.

2.3 STATE CONSERVATION AREA OBJECTIVES

State conservation areas are reserved under the NPW Act to protect and
conserve areas that contain significant or representative ecosystems, landforms
or natural phenomena or places of cultural significance; that are capable of
providing opportunities for sustainable visitor use and enjoyment, the sustainable
use of buildings and structures or research; and that are capable of providing
opportunities for uses permitted under other provisions of the Act.

Under the Act, state conservation areas are managed to:

e conserve biodiversity, maintain ecosystem functions, protect natural
phenomena and maintain natural landscapes;

e conserve places, objects and features of cultural value;

e provide for the undertaking of uses permitted under other provisions of the
NPW Act (including uses permitted under section 47J such as mineral
exploration and mining), having regard to the conservation of the natural and
cultural values of the state conservation area;

e provide for sustainable visitor use and enjoyment that is compatible with
conservation of the area’s natural and cultural values and with uses permitted
in the area;

e provide for sustainable use (including adaptive reuse) of any buildings or
structures or modified natural areas having regard to conservation of the
area’s natural and cultural values and with other uses permitted in the area;
and

e provide for appropriate research and monitoring.



The NPW Act also requires review of the classification of state conservation
areas every 5 years to determine whether they should receive either a national
park or nature reserve classification. The classification review for state
conservation areas is described in section 47M of the NPW Act and is undertaken
in consultation with the Minister administering the Mining Act 1992.

2.4 WILDERNESS MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES

Wilderness identification and management principles are determined by the
Wilderness Act 1987. A wilderness area is defined as an area where:

e Plant and animal communities are in a substantially unmodified state, or can
be restored to such a state;

e |tis of sufficient size to make its maintenance in such a state feasible; and
o |t offers opportunities for solitude and appropriate self-reliant recreation.

In accordance with section 9 of the Wilderness Act, wilderness areas will be
managed according to the following wilderness management principles:

e to restore (if applicable) and to protect the unmodified state of the area and its
plant and animal communities;

e to preserve the capacity of the area to evolve in the absence of significant
human interference; and

e to permit opportunities for solitude and appropriate self-reliant recreation.

Three small wilderness areas were declared in the planning area in 1982. These
were among the first wilderness areas legally protected in NSW. Two of these
wilderness areas (Dandahra and Cooraldooral) within Gibraltar Range National
Park now form part of the much larger Bindery-Mann Wilderness, which also
includes most of Nymboida National Park. The third (Haystack) forms part of the
Washpool Wilderness, which encompasses much of the Washpool National Park.
Separated by the Gwydir Highway, the Bindery-Mann and Washpool Wilderness
cover 93,100 hectares of the planning area (see map 2).

24 SPECIFIC MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES FOR THE GIBRALTAR
RANGE GROUP OF PARKS

e To integrate management and to promote the planning area as a single
management unit;

e To identify, protect, conserve, present and, where appropriate, rehabilitate the
World Heritage values of the Gibraltar Range Group of Parks.

e To pass on the heritage and wilderness values to future generations in as
good or better condition than at present.

e To maintain or restore natural diversity and processes in the rainforests, and
significant species and vegetation communities (refer to lists in appendices
1 and 2).

e To maintain or enhance water quality and aquatic habitats in the catchment of
all rivers, dry escarpment creeks and tributaries of the Mann River valley.

¢ To minimise disturbance of highly erodible granitic soils and maintain or
enhance landscape quality.



To liaise and work in partnership with the Aboriginal community to protect and
conserve Aboriginal objects and places of significance.

To assist visitors to appreciate and enjoy the planning area by providing a
range of ecologically sustainable, nature-based recreation settings.

To encourage and facilitate research into biodiversity, and control of
threatening processes within the planning area.

To present the parks in ways that foster community understanding and
appreciation of its values.

To initiate and maintain close liaison, education and participation with park
neighbours regarding fire, pest, cultural heritage and boundary management.



3. CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF
NATURAL HERITAGE

3.1 WORLD HERITAGE
Background information

The planning area forms a major component of CERRA which contains the
largest remaining stand of coachwood dominated warm temperate rainforest and
a unique mosaic of eucalypt and rainforest communities, much of which is in a
wilderness state (refer to section 2.1 and appendix 4).

The following value statements identified for this World Heritage property are
directly relevant to the planning area (Hunter 1999).

e CERRA rainforests are an outstanding example of ecosystems and taxa from
which modern biota are derived. These rainforests are exceptionally rich in
primitive and relict species, many are similar to fossils from Gondwana.

The planning area contains examples of many major plant evolutionary strands.
Good examples of warm temperate rainforest indicate the important refugial
nature of the area. The planning area provides significant habitat for threatened
species, such as the rufous scrub-bird, parma wallaby and spotted-tailed quoll,
which are considered Gondwana relic species.

e CERRA includes an outstanding range of ecosystems and taxa, which
demonstrate the origins and rise to dominance of cold adapted/dry adapted
flora.

The unusual mosaic pattern of rainforest, sclerophyll forests, heathlands and their
ecotones support the thesis that sclerophyll species and the ancestors of
eucalypts are believed to have first arisen in rainforests.

e CERRA contains significant centres of endemism where ongoing evolution of
flora and fauna species is taking place.

The planning area constitutes an important centre of endemism for plant and
animal species. The rocky outcrops, heathlands and shrubby forests within the
planning area contain 14 endemic plant species such as the waratah (Telopea
aspera) and several grevilleas. In the rainforests, endemic species of fauna
include the local sphagnum frog (Philoria sp. nov. B), velvet worm and spiny cray.

e CERRA includes the principal habitats of a large number of threatened
species of plants and animals. These species are of outstanding universal
value from the point of view of science and conservation, including relict and
primitive taxa.

A list of rare and threatened flora and fauna species is included in appendices 1
and 2. The planning area provides the principal or major habitat for several of
these, including the parma wallaby, spotted-tailed quoll, stuttering frog, rufous
scrub-bird and powerful owl.
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Desired outcome

The World Heritage areas of the planning area are identified, protected,
conserved, presented and, where necessary, rehabilitated in accordance with
the principles of the World Heritage convention.

Management strategies

Identification

In consultation with the World Heritage Branch of Environment Australia,
assess the whole planning area to ascertain its suitability for nomination on
the World Heritage list on the basis of both the rainforest and eucalypt
themes.

Facilitate appropriate research that adds to the knowledge of World Heritage
values in the planning area (refer to section 5.3).

Maintain data bases on plant and animal records, including invertebrates, and
incorporate new location information in a systematic and timely manner (refer
to sections 4.3 and 4.4).

Protection

Ensure that the management of the World Heritage listed component of the
planning area is managed in a manner consistent with the World Heritage
Management Principles (refer to appendix 4) and the strategic planning
document “Strategic Overview for Management of World Heritage CERRA”
(CERRA, 2000).

Ensure the environmental assessment of proposals addresses the potential
impacts on World Heritage values.

Consult with local Councils on impacts of developments proposed for adjacent
lands to ensure World Heritage values are not threatened by these proposals.

Liaise with the RTA and Severn Shire Council to ensure roadside
management of the Gwydir Highway corridor enhances and contributes to the
presentation of World Heritage values (refer to sections 3.5 and 3.9).

Conservation

Promote the conservation of World Heritage values in the preparation and
implementation of the following management programs:

Recovery Plans and Threat Abatement Plans for threatened species (refer to
sections 4.3 and 4.4);

Fire Management Strategies, promoting the exclusion of fire from rainforest
(refer to section 4.6); and

Pest Management Strategies, particularly to prepare Restoration and
Rehabilitation Plans for rainforest communities including the targeted control
of invasive rainforest weeds (refer to section 4.7).

Develop a program to assess the condition of World Heritage values.

Provide training opportunities for NPWS staff to improve understanding of
World Heritage values and corresponding threatening processes.

11



Rehabilitation
e Promote the rehabilitation of World Heritage values in through the following:

e Restoration and rehabilitation of degraded plant communities (refer to section
4.7);

e Rehabilitation of disturbed sites and former logging tracks (refer to section
4.2);

e Control of pest animals (refer to section 4.8).

Presentation

e Promote and provide information and education on CERRA including the
following:

e Emphasise the World Heritage theme for interpretation of CERRA (refer to
section 5.2);

e World Heritage status and values of all areas that are part of the World
Heritage CERRA via signage and brochures at a level commensurate with
their use ie high promotion for day use/ camping areas (refer to section 5.2);

e Promote the parks of the CERRA as a single entity through consistent
information and design of signage;

¢ Information to the tourism industry and tour operators to assist in presenting
the World Heritage values of the area (refer to section 5.1.8).

3.2 LANDSCAPE AND GEOLOGY
Background information

The planning area includes a dramatic landscape of steep-sided valleys, broad
ridges and escarpments covered with natural vegetation. The altitude in the
planning area ranges from less than 200 metres in the Nymboida River valley to
1490 metres along the Great Dividing Range in Capoompeta and west Washpool
National Parks. Numerous lookouts are located in the parks of the planning area,
including Raspberry, Granites, Vinegar Hill, Four Mile Trig and Billyrimbra
Lookouts, and offer extensive views over the surrounding parks.

The dominant landform features of the planning area are:
e a series of high ridges and plateaux which form the Gibraltar Range;

e the Demon Fault which intersects the planning area and forms the main
course of the Timbarra (or Rocky) and Mann Rivers, and Boundary,
Raspberry and Cooraldooral Creeks;

e the Great Eastern Escarpment;

o steep-sided valleys and steeply inclined creek courses, dissecting and
draining the planning area;

e cascades, clear running streams and waterfalls, including the Dandahra Falls,
Little Dandahra Creek and Coombadjha Creek;

e dramatic granitic rock formations, including outcrops and balancing tors; and
e the “Morven monument” which is a volcanic dyke.

The landforms of the planning area are a legacy of ancient volcanic activity,
followed by faulting and uplift. The ancient igneous complex east of the Demon

12



Fault is in stark contrast with the even older underlying meta-sedimentary rocks
that dominate the western half of the planning area. The Demon Fault marks
sharp boundaries between geologies. Although now inactive, slippage along the
fault in the Triassic era is thought to have been approximately 20 kilometres
(McPhie & Ferguson 1983).

Most of the igneous units date from the late Permian (approximately 250 million
years ago) and include the following broad groupings of rock (Fox 1983, Barnes
et al. 1995):

e andesite and rhyodacites which underlie much of the eastern half of Washpool
National Park;

¢ an intrusion of adamellite in the south-east of Washpool National Park;
e granites, which cover the Dandahra Plateau of the Gibraltar Range; and

e Emmaville volcanics occurring in isolated peaks in the western section of
Washpool National Park and Barool National Park.

The tors, which are major features of the landscape of Gibraltar Range National
Park, arise from granite, rhyodacite and adamellite. The most spectacular have
been weathered from the Dandahra Creek granites.

Desired outcomes

e The integrity of landscape and geological values in the planning area are
preserved.

e Disturbed sites are rehabilitated.

Management strategies

e Locate and design management infrastructure and visitor facilities to minimise
their visual impact from locations within and outside the planning area.

¢ |dentify any significant areas of disturbance and where practicable and in
consultation with relevant agencies implement measures to stabilise
disturbance.

e Encourage research into the geology and geological features of the planning
area.

3.3 NATIVE VEGETATION
Background information

The planning area is one of the most important and floristically diverse areas in
NSW. This is due to a range of factors including the natural isolation of the area,
the variation in geology and the large range of elevation, topography and soil
types.

Detailed floristic surveys have been conducted in the planning area over the past
20 years (Fox 1983, Floyd 1990, Hunter 1998 & 2000, Sheringham & Hunter
2002, Benwell and Kooyman 2000). A total of 61 Rare or Threatened Australian
Plant Species (ROTAPs) have been recorded in the planning area. This includes
9 species listed as either endangered or vulnerable under the TSC Act and 14
species endemic to the planning area and adjacent lands (refer to appendix 1 for
ROTAP flora list). Over 30 different plant communities have been identified in the
planning area, several of which only occur within or immediately adjacent to the
parks.
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The complex mosaic distribution of rainforests and wet sclerophyll forests in the
planning area are of global significance (Adam 1987). The major areas of
rainforest are in the eastern section of Washpool National Park. Rainforest also
occurs in Gibraltar Range, Nymboida and Barool National Parks. Some of the
rainforest in Gibraltar Range National Park was logged before the park’s
dedication. Small but important refugial stands of rainforest are also found in the
western section of Washpool National Park. Despite the high altitudes no cool
temperate rainforest is known to occur in the planning area, though some
characteristic species are present and the area is likely to be important for bird
migration between the cool temperate rainforests of the Border Ranges and
Dorrigo Plateau.

The warm temperate rainforests in the planning area include the Willowie Scrub
in Washpool National Park which is the largest coachwood forest remaining in the
world. Stands of lowland subtropical rainforest are located along Coombadjha
Creek below 400 metres. Cool subtropical rainforest is restricted to moist aspects
of gully heads with deep soils or as islands within the warm temperate rainforest.
Dry rainforest is also very limited, with stands located in the middle and lower
reaches of Washpool Creek. These forests contain the best remaining example of
a stand of large red cedars in NSW.

Tall open forest is another major feature of the planning area. These forests can
have a well-developed rainforest understorey or a more open, grassy understorey
featuring grass-trees and/or tree-ferns and, in some places, cabbage-tree palms.
Dominant canopy species include New England blackbutt (Eucalyptus andrewsii),
tallowwood (E. microcorys), Sydney blue gum (E. saligna) and brush box
(Lophostemon conferta). Dry sclerophyll forest with a heathy understorey also
occurs. Six rare or threatened species of eucalypt have been recorded, two of
which are endemic to the planning area. Several eucalypt species, such as
coastal blackbutt (E. pilularis) and needlebark stringybark (E. plachaniana) are at
distributional or altitudinal limits.

Vegetation communities on rock outcrops, wet and dry perched heathlands and
grasslands are particularly important as they contain the greatest concentration of
significant species including rare, threatened or geographically restricted species,
or species found in the planning area at the limits of their distribution. These
communities are among the most northerly examples of sub-alpine vegetation in
Australia. Restricted to islands of shallow soils in rocky areas, heathlands tend to
be a continuation of the shrubby understorey in surrounding dry forests. They are
species rich and spectacularly colourful during the flowering season. The local
species of waratah (Telopea aspera) is a feature of the dry forests and
heathlands in late spring/early summer.

Desired outcomes

e Conservation of native plant species and communities.

e Vegetation structural diversity and habitat values are conserved.

¢ Increased ecological knowledge of rare plants and communities.

¢ Increased knowledge of fire ecology requirements for vegetation communities.
Management strategies

¢ |dentify and map sensitive vegetation communities and locations of rare or
threatened plant species.
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e Develop a program to monitor selected sample sites within each community
for species composition and abundance and response to fire.

e Promote research into the ecology of significant species and their response to
fire and other potential threats (refer to section 5.3).

3.4 NATIVE ANIMALS
Background information

The planning area is significant for its faunal biodiversity and is at the junction of
three biogeographic regions (Smith et. al. 1992). The parks provide habitat for
331 vertebrate species, including 179 species of birds and 10 species of fish.
This is more than half of the species which are known to occur in north-east NSW
(RACAC 1996). A total of 34 threatened species, and 29 species of conservation
concern have been recorded in the planning area (refer to appendix 2).

A recent report has been prepared for the invertebrate fauna of the CERRA
(Williams 2002). Endemic species of velvet worm (Nodocapitus inornatus type
locality Gibraltar Range) and spiny cray (Euastachus suttoni) have been
previously described from the planning area.

The Nymboida and Mann Rivers within Nymboida National Park contain part of
the only remaining wild breeding population of the critically endangered eastern
freshwater cod (Muccullochella ikei). Cod are restricted to clear flowing streams
with gravel or rocky substrate, and prefer deeper parts of the river with large
amounts of in-stream cover such as snags, rocky islands and large boulders
(Rowland 1993, 1996).

The rufous scrub-bird (Atrichornis rufescens) is found in the warm temperate
rainforests and ecotones of the planning area, with records from Gibraltar Range
and Barool National Parks. This species is a member of an endemic relict family
of songbird (Atrichornidae sp.) which arose at the time of Gondwana. Populations
have been declining over the past 200 years and the planning area is now a
stronghold for this vulnerable species. The records from the Gibraltar Range form
a large proportion of the total known remaining population of the species.

The endangered Hastings River mouse (Pseudomys oralis) is known to inhabit
open sclerophyll forest in Washpool National Park. This species has recently
been re-recorded in the western section of Washpool National Park following an
absence of 16 years. This absence was triggered by a severe wildfire event that
occurred in 1986. Another population of Hastings River mice is known to be
secure in a recent addition to the north-eastern section of Washpool National
Park.

Records of common wombats (Vombatus ursinus) from the planning area and
nearby Butterleaf National Park and State Forest are considered highly
significant. This population represents the most northerly distribution of the
common wombat in Australia. Sarcoptic mange has been identified as a serious
threat to wombats and is likely to be adversely affecting the population in the
planning area.

The locally endemic species of sphagnum frog (Philoria sp.nov.B), is currently
being formally described and named. It has been recorded from all parks in the
planning area except Capoompeta National Park and is found in rainforests and
wet open forest, near streams and seepage lines. The planning area also
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contains populations of the pouched frog (Assa darlingtoni), a curious rainforest-
dependent species whose tadpoles are raised under skin flaps on the males’
thighs.

Two high order predators found in the planning area, and considered to be at
possible risk of extinction, include the powerful owl (Ninox strenua) and spotted-
tailed quoll (Dasyurus maculatus). Both require large territories. The powerful owl
has been recorded throughout the planning area. The extensive areas of tall open
forest, with their abundance of hollow-bearing trees, are considered optimal
habitat. The spotted-tailed quoll has been widely recorded through much of the
planning area except Capoompeta National Park, with a relatively large
concentration in Washpool and Gibraltar Range National Parks. Further research
is required to determine the status of this species in the planning area.

The planning area is also important for the protection of small to medium-sized
marsupials, such as the rufous bettong (Aepyprymnus rufescens), long-nosed
potoroo (Potorous tridactylus) and parma wallaby (Macropus parma). Considered
extinct in the wild until its rediscovery in 1960, the parma wallabies in Washpool,
Gibraltar Range and Barool National Parks constitute a significant percentage of
current known populations of the species. The rocky outcrops and escarpment
cliffs provide important habitat for brush-tailed rock wallabies (Petrogale
penicillata), which are widespread throughout the planning area.

The NPWS has an obligation to prepare recovery plans for threatened species
and endangered populations listed on the TSC Act. To date, no recovery plans
have been adopted for any threatened species that occur in the planning area,
however, plans for 24 of the species within the planning area are currently in
preparation (refer to appendix 2). A recovery plan is also in preparation for the
eastern freshwater cod under the Fisheries Management Act 1994.

Monitoring of threatened species is required to ensure recovery actions are
assisting the recovery of the species. Monitoring programs are currently in place
within the planning area for the rufous scrub-bird, Hastings River mouse and
giant barred frog (Mixophyes iteratus).

The planning area includes lands identified as containing high quality dingo
habitat. Although unprotected under Schedule 11 of the NPW Act, the dingo is a
native animal and is regarded as an integral part of the planning area’s natural
systems. The continued survival of the dingo is endangered by cross breeding
with feral dogs as well as eradication by humans.

Wild dogs, including feral dogs, dingoes and their hybrids, are declared pest
animals under the Rural Lands Protection Act 1998 (RLP Act) throughout NSW.
Hence, the NPWS has a statutory obligation to control wild dogs on its estate, “to
the extent necessary to minimise the risk of the pest causing damage on any
land”. Under the RLP Act public lands which are identified as significant habitat
for dingoes in Schedule 2 of the Wild Dog Control Order will be managed with the
dual objectives of managing wild dogs while at the same time conserving dingoes
in core areas.

The planning area contains areas which are Schedule 2 areas, requiring public
land managers, such as the NPWS, to assist in the preparation of a local wild dog
management plan in accordance with the RLP Act. These plans are to identify
methods for the control of wild dogs and the conservation of dingoes in core
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areas of the (park or reserve). Before adoption and implementation the plans
require the approval of all parties, including the NPWS.

In working with planning area neighbours in protecting their stock from attack by
either wild dogs or dingoes, the NPWS will focus on reducing the numbers of wild
dogs or dingoes in the vicinity of stock, especially sheep, thereby reducing the
chances of attack. The NPWS will not attempt to eliminate the dingo from its core
conservation areas within the planning area.

The number of pied currawongs (Strepera graculina) scavenging for food at the
Mulligans visitor area and Bellbird camping area have escalated in recent years.
The currawong is also known to predate on other species of birds. NPWS has
erected signage to discourage feeding of the birds.

Desired outcomes
e The diversity of native animal species in the planning area is conserved.

e The habitat and populations of all threatened fauna species and significant
species, including endemic invertebrate species, are protected and
maintained.

¢ Increased knowledge of the ecology and distribution of species including
understanding effects of fire on small mammals and the impact of weeds.

e Reduction in currawongs scavenging in visitor areas and therefore an
expected reduction in impacts on other bird species.

e Sustainable management of dingos in Dingo Management Areas.

Management strategies

e Maintain current monitoring programs and promote research into the
distribution, relative abundance, population dynamics, genetics and habitat
requirements of significant fauna, or those likely to suffer population decline
and/or potential threats, in the planning area (refer to section 5.3).

e Maintain appropriate signage to discourage visitors from feeding currawongs
and other native wildlife.

e Encourage community awareness of the significance of the local common
wombat population.

e Promote research into strategies to control and limit the effect of sarcoptic
mange in common wombats.

e Liaise with NSW Fisheries and local fishing clubs about installing interpretive
signs at the Nymboida River camping area and other strategic locations along
the Nymboida and Mann Rivers about the significance of, and legislative
protection afforded to, the eastern freshwater cod (refer section 5.2).

e Support NSW Fisheries in their implementation of regulations aimed at
protecting the eastern freshwater cod, such as seasonal fishing closures and
other restrictions.

¢ |dentify core conservation areas for dingos and prepare the necessary
strategy under the Rural Lands Protection Act to protect pure breed dingos
whilst managing potential impacts from wild dogs on neighbouring agricultural
lands (refer to section 5.3).
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e In the proposed MOU with the RTA and Severn Shire for the Gwydir Highway
corridor, address fauna protection devices and wildlife warning signage (refer
to section 3.9).

¢ Promote research into the genetics, movement, population dynamics and
distribution of dingos so as to define core Dingo Management Area
boundaries.

3.5 CATCHMENT AND RIVER PROTECTION
Background information

The natural vegetation and undisturbed nature of much of the planning area
contributes to the maintenance of high water quality. The high water quality and
catchment values of the planning area are reflected in the importance of the area
as habitat for a diversity of frog species and the endangered eastern cod.
Downstream of the parks, rural communities also rely on this clean water for
domestic and stock use.

Most of the planning area is at the head of the catchment with the exception of
the Timbarra (Rocky) and Mann Rivers which flow into and through the planning
area. Almost all of the planning area drains into the Clarence River system,
mostly via the Timbarra River, the Mann River or Washpool Creek. The western
extremities of the planning area lie to the west of the Great Dividing Range and
drain into the Deepwater River being part of the Murray-Darling catchment

The planning area is also important for the maintenance of rivers which, together
with their sub catchments, have significant scenic, nature conservation,
recreation and scientific values (Helman 1981, Hughes 1981, Cameron-
McNamara 1987). Washpool Creek is the largest and longest watercourse in
north-east NSW with an essentially undisturbed catchment and a riparian corridor
dominated by rainforest vegetation (Hughes 1981). In addition to Washpool
Creek, the Timbarra, Mann and Nymboida Rivers and Coombadjha Creeks have
been identified as having wild river values.

Lantana is a significant threat in terms of obstructing river and creek valleys at the
lower elevations and displacing native vegetation understorey (refer section 4.7).

Desired outcomes

e The parks’ catchment values are maintained and the water quality and health
of park streams is as high as possible.

e The wild river values in the planning area are protected, and investigation of
the declaration of wild rivers is pursued.

Management strategies

o Seek the development of a MOU with the RTA and Severn Shire Council for
the maintenance of drainage and incident management (accidents with the
potential to contaminate the parks) of the Gwydir Highway (refer to section
3.9).

e Assist in maintaining water quality in the adjoining Nymboida River by
managing the impact of visitor use and infrastructure at the Nymboida River
camping and day use area.
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e Improve the effectiveness and quality of catchment values through pest
control programs that target invasive flora and fauna that degrade ecosystem
and stream functions.

e Ensure park management activities minimise impacts on the water quality in
the streams of the planning area.

e The investigation of wild rivers in the planning area, pursuant to Section 61 of
the NPW Act, will be undertaken. The highest priority for investigation are
Washpool and Coombadjha Creeks.

3.6 FIRE MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION
Background information

Fire is regarded as a natural phenomenon and one of the physical factors of the
Australian environment essential for maintaining some native flora, fauna and
habitat diversity. NPWS recognises that protection of life and property and
prevention of native plant and animal extinction is also dependent on effective fire
management.

Fire frequency, intensity, season of occurrence and the subsequent path of fire,
are major factors influencing distribution and composition of plant and animal
communities. Development of appropriate fire regimes requires an understanding
of the fire ecology of native flora and fauna species. An inappropriate regime
could threaten the parks’ natural and cultural values. Fire has the potential to
threaten human life and damage park recreational facilities and neighbouring
property.

Available fire history records for the period 1964/65 to 1997/98 show escapes
from burning off activities and arson are the main causes of wildfire, with
occasional fires caused by lightning.

Large areas within the parks have a history of high fire frequency. Historically,
areas used for grazing were burnt on a regular basis to encourage growth of
young grasses for cattle production. In the past 10 years, 35% of moist forests
have experienced high fire frequency and the boundaries of rainforests within the
parks have been burnt. Frequent fires may have also caused a decline in species
diversity within the planning area.

Primary NPWS objectives in fire management are to:

¢ Reduce the bushfire threat to human life and property both within and
immediately adjacent to areas where the NPWS has a statutory responsibility;

o Effectively manage bushfires in order to maintain species and habitat
diversity, and to conserve the natural, cultural and recreational features of
NPWS areas; and

e Cooperate with other organisations in fire management planning and
suppression within any given area.

Under the Rural Fires Act 1997, NPWS is a recognised fire authority and is
responsible for the control and suppression of all fires on NPWS estate. This
responsibility extends to the implementation of fuel management programs
designed to protect life and property, as well as the natural and cultural heritage
of its reserves. NPWS may also assist with the control and suppression of fires
adjacent to or threatening its reserves.
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An important part of NPWS fire management is its participation as a member of
the local bush fire management committees. These committees are responsible
for the preparation of operation plans and bush fire risk management plans under
section 52 of the Rural Fires Act.

The NPWS also prepares fire management strategies for the parks it manages.
North Coast Region has prepared draft fire management strategies for the
eastern section of Nymboida National Park. Northern Tablelands Region is
currently preparing draft fire management strategies for the remainder of the
planning area.

Desired outcomes
¢ Protection of human life and property within and adjacent to the planning area.

e Maintenance of species habitat and diversity to avoid local extinction of native
flora and fauna species, with priority given to rare and threatened native
species.

e Protection of cultural values.
e Protection of catchment values.

Management strategies

¢ Finalise and implement fire management strategies for the planning area with
a focus on fire protection along park boundaries and cooperative management
with neighbours and the conservation of biodiversity, wilderness, World
Heritage and catchment values.

e Develop fire protection strategies for the Mulligans visitor area to ensure there
is adequate fuel reduction and fire breaks to protect visitors to the area.
These strategies will provide for the evacuation of visitors in the event of
wildfire or other emergency situations.

¢ |n order to complete the protection of Mulligans visitor area, a short section of
trail will be constructed between Mulligans Drive and Little Dandahra Creek so
as to complete the loop fire trail surrounding the visitor facility area.

¢ Avoid all rainforest communities and habitats of endangered flora and fauna
species known to be fire sensitive (such as granite refugia and alpine
woodlands) in prescribed burning and wildfire operations.

e Maintain records of fire occurrence, with particular emphasis on mapping and
recording the area, frequency, seasonality and intensity of fire events.

e Prescribed burning and/or mechanical methods used to reduce fuel loads may
be used where necessary to reduce fuel to protect assets and/or protect
neighbouring properties. Prescribed burning may also be used to maintain
appropriate fire regimes for vegetation communities and species diversity.

e Maintain a system of fire trails where necessary for protection and prescribed
fire purposes as identified in the Fire Management Strategies (refer to
sections 5.1.4 and 6).

e Promote increased community awareness about management of fire within
the planning area through park information and interpretation material as
appropriate (refer to section 5.2).

e Undertake research that can enhance fire management in the planning area
(refer to section 5.3).
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e Undertake fire management and control to ensure minimal environmental
impact.

¢ Rehabilitate any areas disturbed by machinery following suppression of fires.

¢ In order to minimise weed invasion following fire, undertake post fire

monitoring and implement appropriate weed control strategies and
rehabilitation using plant species indigenous to the area.

3.7 INTRODUCED PLANTS

Background information

Introduced plants, commonly referred to as weeds, are species that are not native
to an area. These species have a range of impacts on natural and cultural values
and can reduce the economic viability of agricultural enterprises on adjoining
properties.

Introduced plants are considered to be only a minor problem in much of the
planning area. The low number of weeds is related to the largely undisturbed
nature of the planning area. Most exotic species are associated with disturbance
such as the Gwydir Highway corridor, tracks, recent logging, old stockyards and
other sites of increased nutrients.

Table 1 lists weed species known to occur within or immediately adjacent to the
planning area while table 2 indicates the control priority, locality and noxious
weeds category for each species (based on the shire in which it occurs).

Table 1 — Priority weed species in the planning area
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Key to table 1:
° Significant pest subject to control
o] Minor pest limited or no control

- Absent or not recorded in the reserve
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Table 2 — Priority control and noxious weed categories for the planning area

] NPWS Noxious Weeds Shire/Municipality
Weed Species Priority Category (refer to
appendix 5)
Blackberry 1 W3 S, T
Blackberry 1 W2 P,C
Lantana (red flowered) 1 W2 P,C,S, T
Giant Par. Grass 1 W2 S, T
Giant Par. Grass 1 W3 P, C
Whisky Grass 3 Not declared
Bathurst Burr W2 P,C,S, T
. 2

Xanthium spp.
Willows W4g P,C

) 2
Salix spp
Coolatai Grass 1 Not declared
Crofton Weed 2 W2 P,C,S, T
African Love Grass 1 Not declared
Honey Locust 2 W2 P,C

Key to table 2: Priorities — 1 = High, 2 = Medium, 3 = Low
Shire/Municipality - P - Pristine Waters

C - Copmanhurst

S - Severn

T - Tenterfield

Lantana is the most significant weed threat in the planning area (Taws 1996) and
occurs at lower elevations in the planning area. It diverts and can arrest natural
succession of the forest following disturbance. It physically chokes access along
the bottom of river and creek valleys. It also changes the structure, fire dynamics
and nutrient cycles of forests and other ecosystems. Crofton weed occurs in
similar habitats to lantana, but its recorded distribution is much smaller.

Blackberry is also a significant weed, and is mainly located along the edges of the
Mann River in Nymboida National Park and on former grazing properties in west
Washpool National Park. Blackberries can be difficult to eradicate from an area
and, once established, harbour feral animals.

Giant Parramatta grass is a serious perennial weed, with the ability to persist and
invade native grasslands. This plant produces a large number of seeds that are
easily spread by vehicles and machinery, and remain viable in the soil for several
years.

Honey locust is a woody weed that poses a serious threat to catchment areas
and riparian communities. It is currently located in Barool National Park and
Nymboida National Park, where it is confined to the verges of the Mann River. A
serious infestation is located at the Wytaliba community on the Mann River, and
the downstream effects of this infestation pose a serious threat to vegetation
communities on the Mann River.

Weeping willow is another woody weed located along river systems, and is
located on the Mann River. This weed is not as aggressive as other willow
species, but control is warranted to prevent further spread.

In 1983 a 20 hectare remote trial plantation of Pinus species was established
adjacent to the Old Mill site in what is now west Washpool National Park. This
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plantation, along with the Mt Mitchell pine plantation could be a source of pinus
wildings that spread into the parks.

An assessment of plantations in the Northern Directorate is currently being
undertaken to determine appropriate removal and rehabilitation programs for
plantations in parks and reserves. This will include time frames and methods for
rehabilitation.

Other weeds of importance in the planning area are all annuals and their
distribution is closely linked to the floodlines of major waterways and areas of
disturbance.

The main problem areas for weeds within the planning area are:

e along the lower reaches of Washpool, Coombadijha, Desert, Oorooroo and
Willowie Creeks in Washpool National Park;

¢ in the Middle Creek basin of Gibraltar Range National Park;

e along the Mann River valley and on the slopes of Mt Gundahl in Nymboida
National Park;

e along the margins of the Gwydir Highway; and

¢ in the lower valleys along the Timbarra River.

Following fire there is the potential for the invasion and establishment of weeds.
There are also concerns about the potential spread of weeds in the dry

escarpment creeks of west Washpool National Park, either through vehicle
crossings or downstream travel of weeds from neighbouring properties.

The Noxious Weeds Act 1993 provides for the declaration of weeds by local
government. The NPWS is required to control all noxious weeds to the extent
necessary to prevent their spread to adjoining lands.

Desired outcomes

e Reduced threat to natural, cultural and catchment values from introduced
plants.

¢ Introduced plants are controlled and where practicable eradicated.
e Disturbed areas are restored.

Management strategies

e Prepare and implement a plan for the control of introduced plants giving
priority to those species listed in table 2 that:

- are declared noxious;

- have a significant environmental impact, including damage to wilderness
and World Heritage values;

- may affect neighbouring lands;
- are new isolated occurrences;
- have the potential to be spread through internal access systems; and
- that block access routes such as fire tracks and river valleys.
e Map the distribution of priority weed species.
e Use weed control techniques that have minimal environmental impact.
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¢ Introduce management techniques, such as washing down plant and
equipment before moving to new areas, to reduce the spread of weeds.

e Encourage neighbours to prevent introduction of weeds into new areas and to
become involved in cooperative weed control programs on a broader scale
basis.

e Develop a riparian rehabilitation program for lantana infested areas adjacent
to the Nymboida River camping area and Ringers hut.

e Liaise with the RTA and Severn Shire Council regarding roadside
management of the Gwydir Highway and other public roads within the
planning area to limit weed spread into the parks (refer to sections 2.1, 3.5
and 3.9).

e Removal and rehabilitation of the pine plantation in Washpool National Park
will be in accordance with the NPWS Northern Directorate strategy for the
management of plantations, which is currently in preparation. A time frame for
the removal of the pine plantation should assess the feasibility of
commercially harvesting the pines while ensuring optimal conditions for
regeneration of native vegetation (including seed bank viability at the site).

e Monitor the spread of pines from adjacent forestry plantations and remove any
seedlings that germinate within the planning area.

e Remove the willow trees at Four Bull in Washpool National Park.

e Undertake post fire monitoring and implement appropriate weed control
strategies and rehabilitation using locally indigenous species as required.

e Pursue cooperative management arrangements with community groups and
government agencies for the control of aggressive weed species that are
currently outside the planning area, such as cats claw creeper and honey
locust, that have the potential to significantly impact on the planning area.

3.8 PEST ANIMALS

The most significant pest animal species known to occur in the planning area are
listed in table 3.

Table 3 — Priority pest animal species within the planning area
Reserve . " . o
5 |5 215 |8 |5+
2 15 |g [ |0 [© |2%
S5 (5 |5 |2 |5 [5%8
L (e (L (o |2 |uU |meo
Control priority 1 1 2 3 1 2 3 2
Barool NP - - o o] ° - - -
Capoompeta NP ° - ° o} ° - o] °
Gibraltar Range NP - - o] ° ° - o] -
Nymboida NP - - o] o] o] - - -
Washpool NP ° ° o] o} ° o] o] o
Key: ° Significant pest subject to control
o] Minor pest limited or no control

- Not applicable
* Declared noxious under the RLP Act
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Within the planning area exist wild dog populations comprising pure dingoes
(considered native - refer to section 3.4), and mixed breed feral dogs. Feral dogs
are a problem because hybridisation with dingoes and possible impacts on native
species.

Wild dogs, including dingoes, have been declared as pest animals under the
Rural Lands Protection Act 1998 (RLP Act) throughout NSW. Hence, the NPWS
has a statutory obligation to control wild dogs on its estate. Under the RLP Act,
however, public lands which are identified as significant habitat for dingoes in
Schedule 2 of the Wild Dog Control Order will be managed with the dual
objectives of managing wild dogs while at the same time conserving dingoes.
The parks comprising the planning area are Schedule 2 areas requiring public
land managers, such as the NPWS, to assist in the preparation of a local wild dog
management plan in accordance with the RLP Act. These plans are to identify
methods for the control of wild dogs and the conservation of dingoes and are to
be approved by the local Rural Lands Protection Boards (RLPB).

Feral pigs have been increasing in distribution and density on a statewide basis
and are now established in several areas in the planning area as well as on
neighbouring properties. Feral pigs are also a potentially significant vector of
exotic agricultural disease. Strategies need to be implemented to minimise new
incursions of pigs, and to reduce the impacts and density levels of this pest.

Feral goats occur in isolated pockets in the planning area, competing with native
animals such as the brush-tailed rock-wallaby for food and habitat resources. The
browsing nature of feral goats can also alter the composition of vegetation
towards more perennial species. In addition, goats act as a vector for exotic
diseases. Feral goats have been recorded within the park mainly around the
Morven Creek area in west Washpool National Park.

Feral fallow deer populations are increasing in the planning area. The control of
this species is difficult due to its extremely wary nature. Deer have the potential to
impact on native vegetation and have the potential to spread exotic diseases.

Foxes are absent from most of the planning area and in low numbers where they
do occur. Smith et al. (1992) suggests that this low population level may be
related to active exclusion by dingoes, low numbers of rabbits and the presence
of dense forest cover. Foxes are more likely to occur on cleared land adjoining
the planning area where sheep are grazed.

Feral cats occur throughout the planning area and prey upon native fauna
species including small and medium sized mammals, reptiles and birds.

Rabbits have been sighted in several locations in the planning area, but their
numbers are currently low.

Desired outcome

e The threat to natural ecosystems, native fauna populations, catchment values
and neighbouring properties and livestock from pest animals is minimised.

Management strategies
e Prepare a pest species management plan for the control of pest animals.

e Monitor the occurrence and undertake control programs for wild dogs, feral
pigs, goats, deer, foxes, cats and rabbits.
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e Assist in the preparation and implementation of a local wild dog management
plan in accordance with the RLP Act.

3.9 DISTURBED AREAS
Background information

Soils in the planning area, especially those derived from granites, are highly
erodible and highly erosive torrential rainfall is common in summer. When
influenced by cyclonic activity, these episodes can last several days, resulting in
rapid creek level rises erosion of unsealed roads and movement of sediment.
These rainfall events may also trigger mass movement and landslides usually
confined to the Gwydir Highway road reserve.

Although small in total area, a range of clearings and bare earth sites occur within
the planning area. These include numerous gravel dumps adjacent to the Gwydir
Highway; disused quarries; old logging dumps; and the on-park road and trail
system. Mapping and rationalisation of the number of gravel storage sites is
required along the Gwydir Highway within the planning area.

Desired outcomes

e Park maintenance and works do not impact on the natural rates and
magnitudes of soil erosion and sedimentation in the planning area.

e All redundant bare earth sites are revegetated.

e Vegetation structural diversity and habitat values are conserved and
regenerated where affected by past logging and grazing.

Management strategies

e Assess all areas where operations are proposed for their soil erosion hazard
prior to undertaking works and ensure management activities are carried out
in a manner that minimises soil erosion, siltation and water pollution.

e Undertake appropriate erosion prevention and sedimentation control in
association with all developments and road maintenance works.

e Liaise with the RTA and Severn Shire Council to develop a MOU for the
Gwydir Highway where it traverses the planning area. The MOU should
consider environmental impacts and rehabilitation requirements; hazardous
substance spills and incident procedures; requirements for gravel dumps,
equipment storage sites and other clearings, and aesthetic considerations.

¢ |dentify the extent of each disturbed area along roads and trails in the
planning area (many being former gravel pits or dumps) and determine the
future management requirements for these sites or revegetation requirements
for those sites no longer required. Install barriers where necessary to limit use
of, or expansion to, disturbed sites.

e Review the former gravel pit near the Gibraltar Range workshop, retaining
only a minimal area for storage of essential materials (refer to section 6).

e Undertake research to determine the most effective methods of assisted
regeneration and, where possible, assist natural revegetation of modified
landscapes.

e Only plants indigenous to the local area are to be used for landscaping or
rehabilitation.
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4. CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT OF
CULTURAL HERITAGE

41 ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE
Background information

The planning area encompasses parts of the former countries of the Bundjalung
and Jukumbal tribes of the Bundjalung, the Ngarrabul and the Gumbaingirri
people (RACAC 1996).

The planning area falls within four Local Aboriginal Land Councils: Glen Innes;
Grafton-Ngerrie; Baryugil; and Tenterfield. The planning area lies within the
Northern NSW Regional Land Council. In addition to the above there are also
Elders’ Groups and Aboriginal Cooperatives in these areas.

The mountainous sections within the planning area were rarely occupied for long
periods at a time due to the rugged and harsh nature of the terrain. The area was
primarily used for ceremonial or sacred purposes and as a route between the
coast and tablelands. At particular times of the year, the area was used as a
place to gather a range of resources such as rainforest fruits (Longdin 2000).

With displacement of Aboriginal people following European occupation, the
rugged country of the Gibraltar Range became important as a refuge and resulted
in intermingling of different tribes.

Local Aboriginal people maintain strong links with the land. NPWS acknowledges
the importance of the planning area to local Aboriginal communities, and the
wealth of information they retain about the area.

Evidence of past occupation include open campsites in the lower, flatter sections
of the planning area such as along the Mann and Nymboida River terraces, axe-
grinding grooves, scarred trees, rock shelters and stone artefact sites.

To the Aboriginal people, the landscape has a spiritual quality. The Bundjalung
used the area for thousands of years for ceremonial purposes. There is a
mystical significance of the forests, mountains and other landscape features,
such as the Sugarloaf and Waratah. Two Aboriginal places, Sugarloaf (‘Gwydir’)
and Waratah Trig, nominated by traditional owners and a local Aboriginal
Cooperative (Riebe 2000), have been declared under the NPW Act. The
traditional owners and the Collum Collum Aboriginal Cooperative will be involved
in the management of these Aboriginal places.

A concentration of cultural areas occurs in the northern section of Washpool
National Park. The NPWS has recommended the area be declared as Goagun
Aboriginal Place under the NPW Act (NPWS 1990a, 1990).

Three Native Title Claims have been registered for sections of the planning area.
The claims are registered to: Malera Bandjalan (NC 97/31); Buryulgil Bundjalung
(NC 96/8), and Gumbaingirri People (NC 97/34).

Desired outcomes

e Conservation and interpretation of Aboriginal heritage within the planning
area.
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¢ Involvement of local Aboriginal people in the Aboriginal cultural heritage
management of the planning area.

e Development of guidelines by Aboriginal people for the management of
Aboriginal places and other locations of importance to Aboriginal people.

Management strategies

e Work in collaboration with the appropriate Aboriginal Land Councils, Native
Title claimants, Elders Groups and relevant interested individuals regarding
Aboriginal cultural heritage issues in the planning area.

e Undertake cultural heritage surveys and where appropriate the recording of
oral histories in collaboration with relevant Aboriginal communities and
individuals.

e Collaborate with the appropriate Aboriginal people about interpretation of
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage.

e Prepare guidelines for the cooperative management of Sugarloaf (‘Gwydir’)
and Waratah Trig Aboriginal places in collaboration with the traditional owners
(refer to section 5.1.1).

e Pursue declaration of Goagun Aboriginal Place in consultation with
appropriate Aboriginal people.

4.2 HISTORIC CULTURAL HERITAGE
Background information

The extremely rugged terrain and low productivity soils limited use of the majority
of the area by European settlers for farming purposes. However, past forestry,
grazing, mining and the construction of the Gwydir Highway have impacted on
the planning area.

Forestry commenced in the area with cedar cutting in the 19" and early 20"
centuries. The first state forests in the area were created in 1917. Most
accessible sections of the western part of the planning area had been logged for
hardwood by the 1970s. General purpose rainforest logging occurred in the
former Gibraltar Range State Forest in the 1940s, 1950s and 1970s and in the
former Cangai State Forests between 1973 and 1982. Evidence of forestry
activity within the planning area consists mainly of old stumps, trails, log dumps,
saw mill sites and structural vegetation changes within parts of the forest. Wade’s
Mill at Boundary Creek was one of the major bush sawmills of the district, until its
closure in 1968. A number of pieces of machinery, tools and other relics of the
sawmill remain at the site. A trial pine plantation is also located in the western
section of Washpool National Park (refer to section 4.7).

Grazing of cattle occurred in the forests on the more fertile and accessible areas
in the Capoompeta and west Washpool National Parks, as well as in the
Timbarra, Cooraldooral, Mann and Nymboida Rivers. Generations of families
undertook seasonal mustering of these large, rugged bush blocks, sometimes
camping in huts. Some of the huts used for mustering in west Washpool and
Cooraldoral Gorge were still in use up until the time of the recent additions to the
parks. The condition and historical value of the huts vary.

Mining, mainly for tin and gold, was undertaken in areas to the west of Gibraltar
Range National Park, in the extreme north east of Washpool National Park (part
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of the Timbarra goldfield) and along the Mann River valley in Nymboida National
Park (part of the Nymboida and Chambigne Creek Goldfield). Gold leases and
prospecting licences were issued up to 1986, however no intensive mining
activity was carried out during the 20" century.

In the 1920’s Bill Mulligan proposed a hydro-electric scheme to rework mine
tailings. In the 1920s, Mulligan studied water flows on both branches of Dandahra
Creek and designed a network of pipes to supply water to a power station located
at the base of the escarpment. He also built a hut and stables on the travelling
stock route linking Cangai and Glen Elgin, the only route over the range at that
time. The Government did not give approval for the scheme and it did not prove
to be economically viable.

The creation of Gibraltar Range National Park in 1963 is linked to the increased
access to the area as a result of the opening of the Gwydir Highway in 1960. The
highway has historical interest because it was the first road in New South Wales
surveyed using aerial photographic interpretation and it marked a significant
achievement in road building.

A cultural heritage assessment was completed for Washpool and Gibraltar Range
National Parks (NPWS 1998). Approximately 100 historic places have been
recorded in the planning area, including:

e The Old Mill (also known as Mangleson’s Mill) on Spirabo Trail in west
Washpool National Park. Two steam boilers, various pieces of machinery and
tools, and a few exotic trees remain. The buildings were relocated to
Tenterfield following the mill closure.

e Wade’s Mill at Boundary Creek, which was one of the major bush sawmills of
the district until its closure in 1968. A number of pieces of machinery, tools
and other relics of the sawmill remain.

e Evidence of past mining, such as water races, a tunnel and boilers at Grassy
and Pheasants Creek in Gibraltar Range National Park, as well as a tunnel
and boilers at Cherry Tree Creek in Nymboida National Park.

e Mulligan’s weirs and hut/stables in Gibraltar Range National Park. The
hut/stables were largely rebuilt following fire damage in 1967 and a fireplace
was added. Little of the original structure remains, although restoration works
following the 1967 fire mimicked building techniques and materials used in its
original construction.

e The highway workers’ huts and exotic cypress pines in front of the Gibraltar
Range National Park visitor centre. The RTA huts were built as temporary
accommodation, initially for highway workers and then later used to house
staff employed at Gibraltar Range National Park. These huts are now unused,
in a state of disrepair and are not required for management purposes. The
cypress pines were planted by highway workers and are a prominent entry
point to Gibraltar Range National Park The pines are on the Gwydir Highway
road reserve, not the park.

e Slab huts previously built and used by stockmen are located in Nymboida
National Park, Cooraldooral Gorge and the western section of Washpool
National Park.
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Desired outcomes

Historic heritage resources are recorded and assessed, and where
appropriate protected, conserved and interpreted.

Further investigation is undertaken into the history of the planning area.

Management strategies

Liaise with the RTA to retain the cypress pines adjacent to the Gibraltar
Range Park Information Centre only for as long as they remain healthy and
safe. When they become senescent and/or unsafe, the pines should be
replaced with indigenous species.

Develop and implement conservation plans to protect and, where appropriate,
interpret Nymboida, Cooraldooral and west Washpool huts.

The RTA huts adjacent to the Information Centre in Gibraltar Range National
Park are considered to be of local historic significance (Austral Archaeology
2003). However, due to their dilapidated condition, limited significance, public
safety considerations and costs associated with their retention, it is
recommended that the RTA huts be recorded and demolished. The
cookhouse could be retained because it is a more stable structure, although
minimum ongoing maintenance would be provided. Prior to any works being
undertaken, a Statement of Heritage Impact and Conservation Plan will be
prepared.

Subject to the outcome of the above assessment, huts not considered worthy
of conserving may be recorded and removed.

Encourage the involvement of local historians, historical societies and
interested members of the community in the identification and assessment of
historic items within the planning area.

Provide interpretive and educative material on historic items (refer to section
5.2).
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5. PARK USE

5.1 RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES
Background information

The planning area’s location between the New England Tablelands and NSW
North Coast and its bisection by a major highway make it highly accessible for
recreation. Current visitation is concentrated at five sites with visitor facilities
close to the Gwydir Highway, co-named the “World Heritage Way” tourist drive
(see maps 4 and 5). The camping grounds, picnic areas, walking tracks and
lookouts offer outstanding opportunities for outdoor and nature-based recreation.
Several developed lookouts provide opportunities for visitors to enjoy the
spectacular landscape values of the planning area.

Visitor surveys, covering seasonal patterns, were undertaken during 1999 — 2000
(Griffin and Archer 2001). Surveys of the planning area indicate that most visitors
to the planning area come to undertake passive recreation activities such as
nature observation, scenic driving, and for short walks on the graded walking
track system. Levels of visitor satisfaction were very high. Any alteration to visitor
facilities should be cognisant of not changing recreational settings to the point
that existing visitors become dissatisfied or displaced from the planning area. The
planning area, however, is large enough to provide for a wide range of recreation
settings and, in turn, diverse recreation opportunities.

Any new visitor infrastructure development undertaken in the planning area will
be subject to appropriate environmental assessment and must comply with
NPWS Northern Directorate infrastructure guidelines. The management of visitor
facilities will be in accordance with relevant NPWS policies and guidelines (eg.
Guidelines for assessment and maintenance for trees).

Desired outcomes

e A range of visitor facilities are provided that are safe, accessible and
contribute to a positive visitor experience.

e Existing recreation settings are protected as far as practicable.

¢ A range of nature based appropriate recreation opportunities are provided in
the planning area with minimal impact on the natural and cultural values.

o Visitor facilities are developed in accordance with appendix 3.

Management strategies

e Visitor facilities and infrastructure will not be developed in declared wilderness
areas.

e Visitor use is regularly monitored, especially vehicle numbers using the main
park roads.

¢ Risk assessment of visitor facilities shall be ongoing. Checks shall be made of
all visitor facility sites and preventative action taken to maintain visitor safety.
Frequency of the inspections will depend upon the perceived level of, and
exposure to, risk. Preventative actions may include the de-limbing or removal
of trees at high-risk sites, or the modification to, or exclusion of, use by
visitors.
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¢ Where new sites are to be planned for possible future visitor use or

development that are not included in appendix 3, an amendment will be

required to this plan before works can be undertaken.

5.1.1 Bushwalking

Due to the proximity of the planning area to regional centres such as Grafton and
Glen Innes, as well as the growing population of the Gold Coast and Bris