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Bushfire Risk Ma na gem ent Stra tegies

 Co ura d d a  N a tio na l Pa rk 
Co m m unity Co nserva tio n Area  Zo ne 1 

Fire Ma na gem ent Stra tegy 
2015-2020 

  
This stra tegy sho uld  b e used  with a eria l pho to gra phy a nd  field  rec o nna issa nc e. 
This is a  releva nt Pla n und er Sec tio n 38 (4) a nd  Sec tio n 44 (3) o f Rura l Fires Ac t 

1997. 
T hese d a ta  a re no t gua ra nteed  to  b e free fro m  erro r o r o m issio n. T he NSW Na tio na l Pa rks a nd  Wild life a nd  its 

em plo yees d isc la im  lia b ility fo r a ny a c t d o ne o n the info rm a tio n in the d a ta  a nd  a ny c o nsequenc es o f suc h a c ts o r 
o m issio ns. 

T his d o c um ent is c o pyright. Apa rt fro m  a ny fa ir d ea ling fo r the purpo se o f stud y, resea rc h c ritic ism  o r 
review, a s perm itted  und er the c o pyright Ac t, no  pa rt m a y b e repro d uc ed  b y a ny pro c ess witho ut 

written perm issio n. 
T he NSW Na tio na l Pa rks a nd  Wild life Servic e is pa rt o f the Offic e o f Enviro nm ent a nd  Herita ge. 

Pub lished  b y: Offic e o f Enviro nm ent a nd  Herita ge (NSW). 
Co nta c t: NPWS No rthern Pla ins Regio n, 

PO Bo x 848 Na rra b ri NSW 2390. Ph 6792 7350 
ISBN :  978-1-76039-201-7 OEH2015 / 0836  Da te Appro ved : 18 Dec em b er 2015 
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Opera tio na l Guid elines Co ntinued  
Reso urc e Guid elines 

Ab o rigina l Cultura l Herita ge 
Site Ma na gem ent 

 No  sites ha ve b een id entified  in the reserve to  d a te 
 Ea rthm o ving m a c hinery sho uld  no t wo rk o ff existing tra c ks in 

a rea s sho wn a s m a c hinery exc lusio n. 
 

Threa tened  Fa una  a nd  Flo ra  
Ma na gem ent 

 Ma c hinery sho uld  b e exc lud ed  fro m  a rea s with C6 Mya ll 
wo o d la nd . 

 T he pro tec tive a c tio ns fo r threa tened  fa una  ha ve b een 
inc o rpo ra ted  into  the Opera tio na l Guid elines 

 
Suppressio n Stra tegies 

Co nd itio ns & fo rec a st Guid elines 
Fire d a nger ra ting 

LOW  - HIGH 
 A b ro a d  c o nta inm ent stra tegy using existing ro a d s, tra c ks, 

ro c ky a rea s a nd  rec ently b urnt a rea s. 
Fire d a nger ra ting 

VERY HIGH - EX TREME 
 Co nsid er d irec t o r pa ra llel a tta c k with pla nt a nd  fire units. 
 Sec ure fla nk a s so o n a s po ssib le o n the next pred ic ted  

d o wnwind  sid e. 
Ca ta stro phic   Revert to  pro perty pro tec tio n. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Vegeta tio n Co m m unities a nd  Bio d iversity 
Thresho ld s 

 
 Flo o d pla in 

fo rest a nd  
wo o d la nd  

 
Co m m unities 

C2 & C5  

 An interva l b etween fire 
events less tha n 20 yea rs 
sho uld  b e a vo id ed  

 No  presc rib ed  b urning to  b e 
c o nd uc ted  

 Exc lud e use o f m a c hinery 
fro m  C5 Mya ll wo o d la nd  

 Po tentia l ra tes o f 
sprea d  is lo w d ue to  
Lo w – Mo d era te OFH 

 

White Pine / 
Iro nb a rk / Bo x 

Wo o d la nd  
 

Co m m unity C1 

 An interva l b etween fire 
events less tha n 20yea rs 
sho uld  b e a vo id ed  

 A high intensity fire m a y b e 
perm itted  a fter a  fire free 
perio d  30 – 50 yea rs 

 

 Po tentia l ra tes o f 
sprea d  is lo w d ue to  
Lo w – Mo d era te OFH 

 L o c a lised  a rea s o f  
High OFH m a y pro d uc e 
restric ted  a rea s o f 
higher fire intensity 

Mo therrum a h / 
Red  Gum  
Wo o d la nd   

 
Co m m unities 

C3 & C4 

 An interva l b etween fire 
events less tha n 15 yea rs 
a nd  grea ter 40 yea rs 
sho uld  b e a vo id ed  

 A high intensity fire m a y b e 
perm itted  a fter a  fire free 
perio d  25 yea rs 

 Po tentia l ra te o f sprea d  
is highest in a rea s o f 
Ango pho ra  with High 
OFH 

OFH – Overa ll fuel ha za rd  - A ra ting system  tha t inc lud es lea f litter, gra sses, 
shrub s, b a rk type a nd  b a rk c o nd itio n 

Sta tus o f Bio d iversity Thresho ld s
Eva lua tio n o f Bio d iversity 

Thresho ld s 
Belo w 

Minim um  
Frequenc y 
Thresho ld  

Fire thresho ld s ha ve 
b een exc eed ed . Spec ies 
m a y b ec o m e extinc t d ue 
to  insuffic ient tim e to  
m a ture a nd  repro d uc e 
· Protect from fire as far 
as possible. 

W ithin 
Frequenc y 
Thresho ld  

Within the thresho ld  fo r 
vegeta tio n in this a rea . 
Spec ies ha ve ha d  
suffic ient tim e to  m a ture 
a nd  repro d uc e, a nd  fo r 
ha b ita ts to  d evelo p. 
· A fire event is neither 
required or to be avoided 

Ab o ve 
Ma xim um  
Frequenc y 
Thresho ld  

U nd erb urnt, exc essive 
tim e sinc e la st fire. 
Spec ies m a y b ec o m e 
extinc t. 
· A fire event will be 
ecologically 
advantageous. Consider 
allowing unplanned fires 
to burn 

Unkno wn Insuffic ient d a ta  to  
d eterm ine fire thresho ld . 

NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to 
conserve biodiversity 
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Rela ted  Do c um ents 
Na tio na l Pa rks a nd  Wild life Servic e Fire Ma na gem ent Ma nua l, 2015. 
J. T . Hunter, 2008, V egeta tio n & Flo ristic s o f Mo em a  na tio na l Pa rk. 

 

 
 

Ma p Deta ils 
Da tum : Austra lia n Geo d ec tic  Da tum  o f 
Austra lia  (AGD) 1994 
Pro jec tio n: Austra lia n Ma p Grid  (AMG) 
Zo ne 55 
U T M Grid  1000 m etres 
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Lo c a lityCo nta c t Info rm a tio n  

Agenc y Po sitio n / Lo c a tio n  Pho ne 
Duty Offic er (24 ho ur) 6792 4680 National Parks 

& Wildlife Service Na rra b ri Area  Offic e (b us. ho urs) 6792 7300 
Mic ha el Bro o ks 0427 101 124 
Duty Offic er 6799 6707 
Zo ne Offic e 6799 6707 
Gra tta i Briga d e – Nigel Guest 6793 8627 / 0429938627 

N SW  Rura l Fire Servic e  
N a m o i Zo ne 

Bro o klyn Briga d e – Phillip O’Rega n 0429 938 643 
N SW  Fire Briga d e Newc a stle Co m m s Centre 4929 7177 

Em ergenc y Servic es Po lic e, Fire, Am b ula nc e 000 
SES  13 2500 

Po lic e Na rra b ri 6792 7199 
Co unc il Na rra b ri 6799 6866 

 

 
 
 

Asset Pro tec tio n Zo ne 
T he o b jec tive o f this zo ne is 
to  pro tec t histo ric  struc tures 
b y m a inta ining the Overa ll 
Fuel Ha za rd  a t L OW. 

Stra tegic  Fire 
Ad va nta ge Zo nes 

T he o b jec tive o f this zo ne is 
to  red uc e fire intensity in 
lo c a tio ns to  a ssist 
c o nta inm ent o f wild fires, b y 
m a inta ining the Overa ll Fuel 
Ha za rd  less tha n HIGH  

La nd  Ma na gem ent 
Zo nes 

T he o b jec tive o f this zo ne is 
to  c o nserve b io d iversity a nd  
pro tec t c ultura l herita ge b y 
a pplying b io d iversity 
thresho ld s 

 

Co m m unic a tio ns Info rm a tio n 
Servic e Cha nnel Lo c a tio n a nd  Co m m ents 

NPWS Repea ters 29 
30 

 T he T o ps 
 T he Go verno r 

RFS  86 / P069  T he Go verno r 
RFS Stra tnet 128 / S12ST N  T he Go verno r 

U HF - CB   Sm a ll fires c ha nnel 10, la rge fires d eterm ined  b y IMT  
Pa rks Ra d io  11-17  NPWS Firegro und  c ha nnels 1-7 

Avia tio n - CT AF 126.7  
Mo b ile pho ne   T elstra  – a va ila b le in m o st a rea s 
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Opera tio na l Guid elines 
Genera l Guid elines 

Aeria l o pera tio ns 
 

 Aeria l o pera tio ns will b e m a na ged  b y tra ined  a nd  c o m petent perso nnel. T his inc lud es d irec ting a eria l 
b o m b ing a nd  a eria l ignitio n o pera tio ns 

 T he use o f b o m b ing a irc ra ft witho ut the suppo rt o f gro und  b a sed  suppressio n c rews sho uld  b e lim ited  to  
very spec ific  c irc um sta nc es. 

 All a eria l ignitio n o pera tio ns require the c o nsent o f the NPWS Regio na l Ma na ger o r the Sec tio n 44 
Appo intee.  

Ba c kb urning 
 

 All perso nnel m ust b e fully b riefed  b efo re b a c k b urning o pera tio ns b egin. 
 Ba c kb urning in a rea s o f L o w – Mo d era te OFH will require the use o f wind , o r lo w hum id ity to  m a xim ise 

effec tiveness. 
 Where pra c tic a b le to  m o p-up effo rts, c lea r a  1m  ra d ius a ro und  d ea d  a nd  fib ro us b a rked  trees a d ja c ent 

to  c o nta inm ent lines prio r to  b a c kb urning, o r wet d o wn these trees d uring the ignitio n. 

Co m m a nd  & Co ntro l 
 

 T he first c o m b a ta nt a genc y o n site m a y a ssum e c o ntro l o f the fire, b ut then m ust ensure the releva nt 
la nd  m a na gem ent a genc y is no tified  pro m ptly.  

 On the a rriva l o f o ther c o m b a ta nt a genc ies, the initia l Inc id ent Co ntro ller will lia ise with the RFS to  
ensure tha t the a genc y in c o m m a nd  a nd  c o ntro l is d eterm ined  a nd  a n Inc id ent Co ntro ller is a ppo inted . 

Co nta inm ent Lines 
 

 New c o nta inm ent lines require the prio r c o nsent o f a  senio r NPWS o ffic er. 
 Co nstruc tio n o f new c o nta inm ent lines sho uld  b e a vo id ed , where pra c tic a b le, exc ept where they c a n b e 

c o nstruc ted  with m inim a l enviro nm enta l im pa c t. 
 Co nta inm ent lines running a lo ng va lley a rea s sho uld  b e c o nstruc ted  a t 20 – 50 m etres fro m  the 

gullyline to  a vo id  severe ero sio n. 
 No  c o nta inm ent lines to  b e c o nstruc ted  in the Mya ll vegeta tio n c o m m unity o r in tha t a rea  m a rked  a s 

m a c hinery exc lusio n d ue to  the pro b a b ility o f c ultura l sites o c c urring. 
 All perso na l invo lved  in c o nta inm ent line c o nstruc tio n sho uld  b e b riefed  o n, a nd  m ust c o nsid er b o th 

na tura l a nd  c ultura l herita ge sites in the lo c a tio n. 

Ea rthm o ving 
Equipm ent 

 Ea rthm o ving equipm ent m a y o nly b e used  with the prio r c o nsent o f a  senio r NPWS Offic er.  
 L ight b la d ing tec hniques sho uld  b e used  to  m inim ise so il d isturb a nc e a nd  so il ero sio n po tentia l. Where 

po ssib le, stic k ra kes sho uld  b e fitted . 
 Ea rthm o ving m a c hinery sho uld  no t wo rk o ff existing tra cks in m a c hinery exc lusio n a rea s d ue to  

threa tened  spec ies a nd /o r the likeliho o d  o f c ultura l sites b eing im pa c ted . 
 Ea rthm o ving equipm ent m ust a lwa ys b e guid ed  a nd  supervised  b y a n experienc ed  o ffic er, a nd  

a c c o m pa nied  b y a  suppo rt vehic le. When enga ged  in d irec t o r pa ra llel a tta c k, this vehic le m ust b e a  fire 
fighting vehic le. 

 Ea rthm o ving equipm ent m ust b e wa shed  d o wn, where pra c tic a b le, prio r to  it entering NPWS esta te a nd  
a ga in o n exiting NPWS esta te.  

Fire Suppressio n 
Chem ic a ls 

 T he use o f fo a m , wetting a gents a nd  reta rd a nts will b e perm itted  o n the reserve 
 Fire suppressio n c hem ic a ls a re no t to  b e a pplied  within 50m  o f wa ter c o urses, d a m s a nd  swa m ps.   
 T he use o f reta rd a nts requires the a ppro va l o f the Regio na l Ma na ger o r d elega te 

Reha b ilita tio n  Where pra c tic a b le, c o nta inm ent lines sho uld  b e sta b ilised  a nd  reha b ilita ted  a s pa rt o f the wild fire 
suppressio n o pera tio n. 

W a tering po ints  Co nsid er d eplo ym ent o f a  b ulk wa ter c a rrier fo r fire o pera tio ns. 
Sm o ke Ma na gem ent  Po tentia l sm o ke im pa c ts a nd  m itiga tio n ta c tic s will b e a ssessed  d uring the pla nning o f fire o pera tio ns. 
Visito r Ma na gem ent  T he reserve m a y b e c lo sed  to  the pub lic  d uring perio d s o f extrem e fire d a nger o r d uring fire o pera tio ns. 

 

Fire Sea so n Info rm a tio n  

W ild fires 
T he c ritic a l wild fire sea so n o c c urs d uring No vem b er a nd  Dec em b er. T his perio d  m a y extend  
into  the first ha lf o f Ja nua ry. Pa rtic ula r c a re is required  d uring perio d s o f nega tive So uthern 
Osc illa tio n Ind ic es. T he end  o f the c ritic a l fire sea so n is o ften m a rked  b y wet sto rm  a c tivity. 
 

Presc rib ed  
Burning 

 

Presc rib ed  b urning sho uld  b e und erta ken b efo re a utum n ra in o c c urs to  m a xim ise 
effec tiveness. Burning m a y a lso  b e c o nsid ered  d uring la te winter a nd  ea rly spring d epend ent 
o n sea so na l fa c to rs. Presc rib ed  b urning und erta ken nea r the c o m m enc em ent o f the sta tuto ry 
b ushfire sea so n sho uld  b e fully c o nta ined . 

 

Co ura d d a  Na tio na l Pa rk  CCA Zo ne 1
362 Hec ta res

Bro a d  Vegeta tio n Co m m unities
COMMUN ITY

C1: White Pine - Po pla r Bo x
C2: Bela h
C3: Mo therum b a h - Dwyeri's Gum
C4: Sm o o th-b a rked  Apple - White Pine
C5: Mya ll
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