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A Bibliography of Oral Histories on the Australian Alps

Sue Hodges for the Australian Alps Liaison Committee

Entry 30

Interviewee Bell, Charlie

Interviewer Kosciusko National Park

Record Locations Klaus Hueneke  Tape 1 of 2

Index/Transcripts Transcript 7pp no summary

Date 9.10.1970

Abstract

This interview contains the history of the ex-fisheries inspector Charlie Bell, including details of his

schooling and his memories of gold-mining, prospecting and grazing. Bell was at Kiandra between

1914 and 1922, returning briefly in 1930 and visiting frequently in subsequent years.  The construc-

tion of the Three Mile Dam is covered.  Bell’s father was a gold miner and Bell himself worked for

the Snowy Mountains Authority at Eaglehawk.  He also recalls some of the residents of Kianda

including Chinese people, bullock teams carting provisions from Adaminaby and Tumut to Kiandra,

and criminals of Kiandra.  He finished by talking about the establishment of the road between

Adaminaby and Talbingo in the late 1880s.

Major Descriptors

Grazing; Mines and Mining; Gold; Bullock teams; Roads; Chinese; Immigration; Dams; Homesteads;

Coolamine Homestead; Currango Homestead; Alpine Areas

Entry 32

Interviewee Charlie Bell

Interviewer Nev Gare

Record Locations Tape Lost

Index/Transcripts Transcript 14 pp, no summary

Date 9.10.1970

Abstract

Bell discusses his background, gold mining in Kiandra, his family history, working as a miner, working

for the Snowy Mountains Authority, Chinese residents at Kiandra, social life in the 1930s, the 1939

fires, the road from Adaminaby to Talbingo, and the rescue of ‘Old Mick’ Shanley.

Major Descriptors

Mines and mining, gold, dams, roads, skiing, tunnels, electricity, trade unions, fishing, bullock teams,

Chinese; immigration; police; bushfires; farms; Coolamine Homestead; Sheep, grazing, cattle, home-

steads, alpine
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Entry 95

Interviewee Bill Cotter

Interviewer Danny McEvoy

Record Locations Klaus Heuneke

Index/Transcripts 11 pp  no summary

Date 20/8/1981

Abstract

…sheep and cattle runs, snow leases and early mountain tracks…

Major Descriptors

…Coolamine Homestead…

Entry 113

Interviewee Phyllis Dowling  (on tape of Yan, Tom)

Interviewer Klaus Heuneke

Record Locations NLA ORAL TRC 594/21-23

Index/Transcripts Not dated

Abstract

Dowling talks about the KHA’s work at Coolamine Homestead and elsewhere

Major Descriptors

Huts, Homesteads, Coolamine Homestead, farms, Alpine Areas

Entry 134

Interviewee Fred Fletcher

Interviewer Klaus Heuneke

Record Locations NLA ORAL TRC 594/35-36    90 minute

Index/Transcripts 36 pp summary 3p

Date 15/6/1980

Abstract

Fletcher is associated with the Alpine and Snowy Plain grazing leases…

Major Descriptors

Huts, Grazing, Sheep, Tourism, Coolamine Homestead, Immigration, Homesteads…
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Entry 148

Interviewee Mark and Sheila Garner

Interviewer Ruth Lane

Record Locations Ruth Lane, 037 and 038 Cassettes

Index/Transcripts Transcript no summary

Date 11/10/1992

Abstract

Mark Garner is a member of one of the first settler families in the Tumorrama area and used to

graze cattle in the alpine pastures.  He has an extensive knowledge of timber and timber crafts

and has worked on the restoration of the Coolamine Homestead with the NPWS .  Both Gar-

ners regret the spread of pines in the area.

Major Descriptors

Coolamine Homestead

Entry 170

Interviewee Hain Herbert

Interviewer Edie Swift

Record Locations Klaus Heuneke   60 cassette

Index/Transcripts 17 pp no summary

Date 6/2/1991

Abstract

Hain’s father owned  the Cooma Store and, as a young man, Hain went with his father to the

various properties…

Major Descriptors

…Huts

 Coolamine plains
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Entry 173

Interviewee Irene Harris

Interviewer Klaus Heuneke

Record Locations NLA ORAL TRC 594/24-25  60 MINS  reel

Index/Transcripts 8 pp no summary

Date 2/5/1978

Abstract

Harris, a sister of Tom Taylor lived at Coolamine Homestead for many years and later at Blue

Waterholes House.  She describes living in huts and gives a history of Coolamine

Major Descriptors

Homesteads, Coolamine Homestead, Huts, Caves, National Parks, Alpines Area

Coolamine, Blue Waterholes House

Entry 190

Interviewee Leo Hoad [cave guide]

Interviewer Greg Middleton

Record Locations Klaus Heuneke   90 minutes

Index/Transcripts 5 pp no summary

Date 27/8/1970

Abstract

Hoad, an ex-cave guide, recounts the discovery of Yarrangobilly Caves by Bowman, the history of

early cave exploration, the layout of caves and how the caves were named.

Major Descriptors

Caves, Alpine Areas, National Parks

Coolamon Caves
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Entry 209

Interviewee Peter Ingram

Interviewer Mathew Higgins

Record Locations State Library of Victoria  Australian Manuscripts Collection 2 cassettes  75 mins

Index/Transcripts no transcript summary 5 pp

Date x

Abstract

Ingram began working as a ranger in the KNP in 1968.  he discusses the reaction of the locals to

the cessation of grazing in the park, the Soil Conservation Authority’s work, the demolition of

Kiandra, high country huts, and the impact of humans and the Snowy Mountains Scheme on the

park…

Major Descriptors

National Parks, Grazing, Erosion, Flora, Skiing, Hydrologym Fires, Bushfires, Fire Control, Horses,

Wilderness, Cultural Conservation, Historic Sites, Alpine Areas

Coolamine Homestead, Nungar Plain,  Long Plain Hut, Blue Waterhole &c

Entry 276

Interviewee George Martin

Interviewer Sue Wesson

Record Locations SLVIC Australian Manuscripts Collection 1 cassette

Index/Transcripts no transcript, summary 4pp

Date x

Abstract

This interview examines George Martin’s knowledge of the Aboriginal inhabitants of the

Tumbarumba area and the surrounding region, and the relationship between Aborigines and

Europeans in the area.  Martin discusses the Snowy Mountains Scheme, rock art sites and the

changing relationships on the land due to the scheme.  He finishes by commenting on the paucity

of Aboriginal history, moth hunting and the fears held by Aboriginals about disclosing their

aboriginality.

Major Descriptors

Aborigines, Aboriginal Art, Aboriginal Camp Sites….

Coolamon, Mannus Creek &c
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Entry 272

Interviewee Maxwell, Lach and Audrey

Interviewer Mathew Higgins

Record Locations Mathew Higgins, Hand written notes, no tapes as the Maxwells declined to be

interviewed on tape.

Index/Transcripts 4pp no summary

Date 25/6/1990

Abstract

Lach Maxwell is one of the sons of the Cotter Catchment ranger jack Maxwell and remembers

living in Brindabella Homestead…

Father mustering with Aboriginal stockmen…

At the end of the interview the Maxwell’s discuss Cotter History, Cotter House, snow leases and

local identities

Major Descriptors

Grazing, Sheep, Cattle, Women, Huts, Homesteads, Forestry, Horses, Aborigines, Skiing, Historic

Sites, Climate, Skiing, Alpine Areas, National parks.

Long Plain, Coolamine, Yaouk, Bimberi, Little Peppercorn Hut &c

Entry 322

Interviewee Max Oldfield

Interviewer Mathew Higgins

Record Locations NLA ORAL TRC 2572/14/1-4

Index/Transcripts 4 pp no summary

Date 28/6/1990

Abstract

Oldfield discusses his family history, how his father was manager of the Naas homestead, his work

as shepherd in the snow country and in the Cotter (before the Catchment), rabbit trapping, hunt-

ing, his schooling, and brumby-running.  He then talks about Cotter House, snow leases, huts and

the routes and routines of droving trips from Naas through Orroral and the Cotter to the snow

leases in the KNP.  The last part of the interview is mainly concernced with the leases and huts on

the Booth range, and Oldfield’s move to the Young area after his land was resumed when the Park

“locked up” grazing land.

Major Descriptors

National Parks, Alpines Areas, Homesteads, Coolamine Homestead, Sheep, Grazing, Rabbits,

Schools, Horses, Huts

Naas homestead, de Salis hut, Long Plain, Coolamine, Yaouk, Blue Waterholes, Orroral Home-

stead
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Entry 332

Interviewee Fanny Pattison

Interviewer Klaus Heuneke

Record Locations NLA ORAL TRC 594/37-38     270 mins

Index/Transcripts 54 pp  no summary

Date 1/7/1982

Abstract

Pattison discusses her family history.  Her mother lived in Old Adaminaby and ran the boarding

house and her grandfather was a blacksmith.  Pattison herself attended Old Adaminaby Public

School and spoke of class differences in Old Adaminaby, special celebrations for Anzac Day,

Empire Day and May day, school games, the Gould league of Bird Lovers and how domestic

chores in her family were shared.  Her father worked in the Post Office and would take her family

walking.  Pattison goes on to describe conditions in Old Adaminaby, her move to Kiandra when

she marries, housing in the 1930s, hawkers, women’s clothing, medicine and religion.  She claims

the local Chinese and the Indian hawker were accepted by the community and finishes by speaking

of her hostility to the National Park

Major Descriptors

Schools, Ceremonies and Celebrations, Caves, Trade Unions, rabbits, Coolamine Homestead,

Mines and Mining, Social Structure, Women, Homosexuality, Politics, Huts, Grazing, Chinese,

Immigration, Indians, Greeks, National Parks, Alpine Areas

Coolamine included.  There is a second interview but no mention of Coolamine

Entry 336

Interviewee Dave Predergast

Neen  Predergast (nee Kidman)

Interviewer Klaus Heuneke

Record Locations NLA ORAL TRC 594/43   90 mins

Index/Transcripts 31 pp no summary

Date 21/10.1981

Abstract

Neen Predergast (nee Kidman) and Dave Predergast both came from large Monaro families.  The

interview covers the Pedergast family history, mountain cattle mine, mining at Tin Mine and dingo

trapping

Major Descriptors

Grazing, Sheep, Roads, Huts, Coolamine Homestead, Mines and Mining, Gold, Gardens, Loggins,

Sawmills, Cattle National Parks      includes Coolamine
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Entry 358

Interviewee Jack Reid

Interviewer Mathew Higgins

Record Locations NLA ORAL TRC 2572/19/1-2

Index/Transcripts 3 pp no summary

Date 15/8/1990

Abstract

Reid describes his memories of the Cotter catchment ranger Jack Maxwell and his family, his own first

brumby-running trips to the Cotter in 1933 and 1934, and Cotter House. He discusses the place

names and the importance of summer leases, taking stock to Leura and the Stock Route, the Leura

Snow Lease, the impact of climate, the alluvial gold mine established by his grandfather William Reid

at the southern end of the Brindabella Valley in the late Nineteenth century.  He finishes by discussing

the Reid’s moves from Quenbeyan to Canberra and Tidbinbilla in 1928, Orroral Homestead and his

opinion of the National Park.  He died a few months after this interview was recorded.

Major Descriptors

National parks, Grazing, Sheep, Cattle, Forestry, Horses, Stock Routes, Mines and Mining, Gold,

Place Names, Climate, Huts, Coolamine Homestead, Alpine Areas

Entry 359

Interviewee Harold Rial

Interviewer Klaus Heuneke

Record Locations NLA ORAL TRC 594/70

Index/Transcripts 25 pp no summary

Date 22/4/1984

Abstract

Rial was born in 1900 and recounts his family history, including details of the bullock teams and huts.

His mother was the first woman to ride astride down the main street of Old Adaminaby, leading

residents to describe her as a hussy. Rial also talks of how Charlie Bell brought sheep from Cobar to

the mountains because of the drought in the Riverina, the Snowy Mountains attitude to huts, his trips

to the Snowy and fishing camps.  He makes some interesting comments on changes to the treeline

and the view from the top of Youngal and has a negative attitude to rangers and the NPWS.  He

finishes the interviewby remarking on Chinese gold miners, skiing before WWI and mustering during

the winter

Major Descriptors

Huts, Homesteads, Gold, Mines and Mining, Bullock Teams, Grazing, Sheep, Dingoes, dams, Elec-

tricity, Fishing, National Parks, Chinese, Skiing, Fire regimes, Caves, Forestry, Alpine Areas



361OTTO CSERHALMI + PARTNERS P/L
06042_Coolamine\800_document\802 Aug 2007\CoolamineH_APP.p65

KOSCIUSZKO  NATIONAL PARK

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT PLAN

COOLAMINE HOMESTEAD APPENDICES

August 2007

DRAFT FINAL

Entry 374

Interviewee Leo Russell

Interviewer Klaus Heuneke

Record Locations NLA ORAL TRC 594/55  180 MINS  reels

Index/Transcripts 41 pp no summary

Date 15/2/1982

Abstract

The Russell family had a long association with the mountains.  Leo Russell begins by discussing the

cattle doffing, the superior condition of ‘cold country’ cattle, hut building, mustering, and the history

of mining.  He continues with a discussion of how the Russell’s ran cattle in the mountains after

grazing ceased….

Major Descriptors

Grazing, cattle, sheep,, dams, mines & mining, Hydrology, rabbits, huts, dingoews, sawmills,

Coolamine Homestead, Logging, National Parks, Alpine Areas, Sense of Place

[index lists people and places also]  Yaouk, Coolamine…..

Entry 412

Interviewee Mollie Taylor

Interviewer Klaus Heuneke

Record Locations NLA ORAL TRC 2404/4844 270 minutes

Index/Transcripts transcript 56 pages summary 2pp

Date 24/8/1982

Abstract

Taylor was a foundation member of the Sydney Bushwalkers. She begins by discussing her family

background and working life, her marriage to Tom Taylor, and life at Coolamine homestead. She goes

on to talk about family life at Coolamine, the isolation of the bush in the 1940s, her move to Spencer’s

Hut, and Tom Taylor’s role in child rearing.  The interview also covers Tom’s life as a grazier, Italian

migrant workers, patterns of travel to Sydney and Tumut, the Indian hawker at Coolamine, and

Adaminaby before the dam.  Taylor finishes by discussing how she taught Aborigines at Dandaloo and

sking at Perisher

Major Descriptors

Bushwalking,Recreational Equipment, Coolamine Homestead, Women, Indians, Caves, Graxing,

Dams, cattle, Immigration, Aborigines, Italians, Alpine areas

Paddy Pallin, Milo Dunphy
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Entry 413

Interviewee Tom & Molly Taylor

Interviewer Klaus Heuneke

Record Locations NLA ORAL TRC 594/10  450 MINS  reels

Index/Transcripts 96 pp Summary 3pp partial index

Date 24/8/1978

Abstract

The Taylors recount their family history and the history of the Coolamine Homestead, together

with discussing the building of Tantandara Dam and how the National Park has “locked” things

away.

Major Descriptors

National parks, mines and mining, sense of place, Coolamine Homestead, Environmental Groups,

Huts, Logging, Caves, Alpine Areas

including SouthwellS

Entry 463

Interviewee Tom Yan [storekeeper]

Interviewer Klaus Heuneke

Record Locations NLA ORAL TRC 594/21-23  120 MINS

Index/Transcripts 35 pp summary 3pp

Date 2/5/1978

Abstract

Yan, who died in 1979, was from an old Kiandra family of shopkeepers and worked as a timber

getter, bullocky, rabbiter, shopkeeper and rouseabout…

Major Descriptors

…huts…homesteads…bullock teams, Alpine areas

[index lists people and places also] including Coolamine
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Klaus Hueneke Collection

No. of  Interviews 78

Year Surveyed 1973

Main Subjects of Interviews  Huts, cattle and sheep grazing on the high plains, bushwalking, skiing,

sense of place, farming, mining, family history, historical sites.

Collection location

Klaus Hueneke holds all of the interviews and transcripts, the National Library and the National

Museum of Australia hold some of the interviews and transcripts and the Kosciusko Huts Association

holds the remaining material.
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