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Endorsed by:  Date: / /  
       Director Coastal, Parks & Wildlife Group  

 
 
 
 

Fire Season Information 

Wildfires 

 The statutory wildfire season occurs 
between 1 October and 31 March. This 
m ay be extended if weather conditions 
lead to increased fire danger outside of 
this period.  Fire history indicates that fires of 
greater intensity & control difficulty 
occur between late spring and early 
autum n, though periods of drought m ay 
extend this from  late August to June. 

Prescribed 
Burning 

 

 P rescribed burning in this area is 
norm ally undertak en in autum n through 
to spring. 

 Burning m ay tak e place outside these 
periods for specific operational and 
biodiversity m anagem ent objectives. 
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Recent Fire History 

Resource Guidelines 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage 

Site Management 
NOTE: There are no recorded Aboriginal or Historic 

Heritage sites in the reserve.   
IS1 

 As far as possible protect site from  fire  Do not cut down trees 
 Use of foam s, wetting agents & retardant is acceptable 

IS2 
 As far as possible protect site from  fire. 
 Avoid ground disturbance including handtools, doz ers.  Avoid water bom bing which m ay cause ground disturbance. 

IS3 
 Avoid ground disturbance including handtools, doz ers. 
 Avoid water bom bing which m ay cause ground disturbance.  S ite m ay be burnt by wildfire, back burn, prescribed burn. 

Threatened Property 
 W here possible, property owners with assets at risk  from  a 

wildfire event should be k ept inform ed regarding the 
progress of the fire; and ask ed for an assessm ent of their 
current level of asset protection preparedness. 

 

Suppression Strategies 
 In developing wildfire suppression strategies, the protection of life including firefighter 

safety is the utm ost im portance.  
 Depending on current and forecast Fire Danger Index, fuel and resources, undertak e 

appropriate fire control strategies (indirect, parallel or direct attack ).   Identify and survey control lines including fallback  options. 
 Ensure there is sufficient tim e to secure control lines before the fire gets to them . If there is 

insufficient tim e to secure control lines, fall back  to the next potential control line.  S ecure control lines along the predicted downwind side of the fire. 
 As far as possible, im plem ent threatened species and cultural heritage m anagem ent 

guidelines. 
 

 
Threatened Fauna Fire Ecology 

 
WILDFIRE - W here possible, apply the following prescriptions if wildfire will im pact locations 
where the following threatened fauna species are recorded – see Operations Map.  These 
species have either been recorded in the reserve or within close proxim ity. 
 
PRESCRIBED FIRE – W hen determ ining prescriptions to apply, refer to R FS  Bushfire 
Environm ental Assessm ent Code prescriptions as well as the latest research on the species.  
 

Label Name Fire Ecology 

 

Callocephalon fimbriatum 
Gang-gang Cock atoo 

(Vulnerable) 
 Maxim ise protection of hollow bearing trees by not 

allowing to burn out base, by aerial water buck eting 
and tank er water suppression. 

 Avoid felling hollow bearing trees during m op-up and 
control line construction. 

Petaurus australia  
Y ellow-bellied Glider 

(Vulnerable) 

 
Calyptorhynchus lathami 
Glossy Black -Cock atoo 

(Vulnerable) 
 Maxim ise protection of Allocasuarina thick ets. 
 Maxim ise protection of hollow bearing trees.  

 

Chthonicola sagittata 
S peck led W arbler 

(Vulnerable) 

 Minim ise extent of intense wildfire 
 Maxim ise protection of coarse woody debris and stags 

by ground attack  and m op-up with support heli attack  
buck eting.  

Daphoenositta chrysoptera 
V aried S ittella (Vulnerable) 

Petroica boodang  
S carlet R obin (Vulnerable) 

Petroica phoenicea  
Flam e R obin (Vulnerable) 

 Phascolarctos cinereus 
Koala (Vulnerable) 

 Minim ise extent of intense wildfire 
 All observations of Koalas are to be reported to NP W S  

Div Com m  & recorded  Injured and distressed anim als to be rem oved and 
tak en to veterinary treatm ent if safe to do so. 

 
 

 
Threatened Flora Fire Ecology 

Note: There are no Threatened Flora species or EECs identified within this reserve. 
 
WILDFIRE - W here possible, apply the following prescriptions if wildfire will im pact locations 
where the following threatened flora species is recorded – see Operations Map. This species 
has been recorded within close proxim ity but not within the reserve.  
 
PRESCRIBED FIRE – W hen determ ining prescriptions to apply, refer to R FS  Bushfire 
Environm ental Assessm ent Code prescriptions as well as the latest research on the species. 
  
 
Label Name Fire Ecology 

 
Leucochrysum 

albicans var. tricolor 
Hoary S unray 

(Endangered under 
EP BC Act) 

 No ground disturbance (grading, rak ehoeing or driving 
onto verge vegetation) where this species occurs.  In areas of k nown occurrences, exclusion sites for 
m achinery should be flagged by NP W S  staff fam iliar with 
the species.  

 
W hite Box Y ellow Box 

Blak ely’s R ed Gum  
W oodland EEC 

 No slashing, trittering or tree rem oval, m inim ise ground 
disturbance. 

 
 

Vegetation Communities and Biodiversity Thresholds 
Vegetation Community Biodiversity Thresholds 

Freshwater W etland  Avoid successive fires at intervals of < 10 years. 
 Avoid fire exclusion for a period of > 35 years. 

Grassy W oodland  Avoid successive fires at intervals of < 8 years. 
 Avoid fire exclusion for a period of > 40 years. 

S hrubby Dry S clerophyll Forest  Avoid successive fires at intervals of < 10 years. 
 Avoid fire exclusion for a period of > 30 years. 

Grassy Dry S clerophyll Forest  Avoid successive fires at intervals of < 8 years. 
 Avoid fire exclusion for a period of > 50 years. 

W et S clerophyll Forest  Avoid successive fires at intervals of < 25 years.  Avoid fire exclusion for a period of > 60 years. 
Cleared/Exotics/Disturbed 

S and/R ock /Bare/Ground/W ater  Not applicable. 
 
 

Fire Response & Management Strategies 
General Strategy 

Fire Detection 

 NP W S  m aintains & contributes to cooperative fire detection and response 
arrangem ents across the S outhern Tablelands Fire Z one, including 
look outs, surveillance flights, lightning detection & com m unications.   

 During periods of higher fire danger, restrictions m ay be placed on visitor 
access and the use of fire.  These will be notified via the local m edia and 
NP W S  website. 

Fire Response 
 As a NS W  fire authority, NP W S  prepares & m aintains personnel & 

equipm ent and undertak es fire m anagem ent & response within this 
reserve. 

Fire 
Suppression 

 Fire suppression tactics in all areas will prim arily consider im m ediate 
visitor & firefighter safety, m inim ising unnecessary disturbance & will be in 
accordance with Operational Guidelines detailed in this docum ent.  

Fire 
Management 

Access  
(including Fire 

Trails) 

 NP W S  m aintains a network  of vehicle trails in this reserve for 
m anagem ent purposes, including bushfire risk  m itigation. S om e of these 
trails are designated ‘fire trails’ & are identified on the m ap and are listed 
on the local BFMC fire trail register.  

 NP W S  will review these fire trails prior to each fire season & will m aintain 
to specific standards.   Other m anagem ent trails will be m aintained as required for m anagem ent 
operations or to lim it environm ental im pacts.  

 All trails should be assessed before being used for fire operations.   
Arson 

 R eport ALL fires of unk nown cause or suspected arson to P olice via Fire 
Control. P rotect lik ely ignition point/s or evidence.  R eport any suspicious 
activity on or near the fireground. 
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Fire Management Zones  
Asset Protection 

Zones 

The objective of APZs is the protection of hum an life and property. This will have precedence over guidelines for the 
m anagem ent of biodiversity. Maintain Overall Fuel Haz ard at Moderate or below  

No AP Z s have been identified for this R eserve. 

Strategic Fire 
Advantage Zones 

The objective of SFAZs is to reduce fire intensity across larger areas. Maintain Overall Fuel Haz ard at High or below, however 
adherence to guidelines for biodiversity will tak e precedence where practical. 

No areas of S FAZ  have been identified for this R eserve. 

Land 
Management Zone 

The objective of LMZs is to conserve biodiversity and protect cultural and historic heritage. 
Manage fire consistent with fire thresholds. 

Zone Name Action Responsibility 
Tarlo Gap North LMZ  (t1) 
Tarlo Gap S outh LMZ  (t2) 

Cook bundoon North LMZ  (t3) 
Macquarie LMZ  (t4) 

Cook bundoon S outh LMZ  (t5) 
Escarpm ent S outh East LMZ  (t6) 

Escarpm ent S outh LMZ  (t7) 
Norrong S outh LMZ  (t8) 

 Maintain fire regim e specific to vegetation 
com m unities detailed in the V egetation 
Com m unities and Biodiversity Thresholds table.  Im plem ent the threatened species m anagem ent 
strategies specified in the Operational Guidelines 
table as required.  Im plem ent the cultural and historic heritage 
m anagem ent strategies specified in the Operational 
Guidelines table as required. 

 
NP W S  

 

For fire m anagem ent purposes, this reserve has been divided into m anagem ent units. These units can be used to treat prescribed fire or potentially as 
control units in the event of wildfire and generally follow trails or creek  lines.  These m anagem ent units are identified on the m ap with an alpha num erical 
label e.g. s2.  

 
 

Vegetation

Fire Thresholds 
Too 

Frequently 
Burnt 

Fire thresholds have been 
exceeded. 
· Protect from fire as far as 
possible. 

Vulnerable to 
Frequent Fire 

The area will be too frequently 
burnt if it burns this year. 
· Protect from fire as far as 
possible. 

Within 
Threshold 

Fire history is within the threshold 
for vegetation in this area. 
· A burn is neither required nor 
should one necessarily be 
avoided. 

Long Unburnt 
Fire frequency is below fire 
thresholds in the area. 
· A prescribed burn may be 
advantageous. Consider allowing 
unplanned fires to burn. 

Unknown Insufficient data to determ ine fire 
threshold ie no fires m apped. 

No Regime 
Assigned 

Areas which do not have 
recom m ended fire intervals 
assigned to them  eg. cleared 
land, rock . 

NB. Fire thresholds are defined for vegetation communities to conserve biodiversity 
 

Contact Information  
Agency Position / Location Phone 

National Parks 
& Wildlife Service 

R egional Duty Officer (24 hour) 0428 040 584 
Highlands Area Manager 4887 8244 

0419 285 453 
Fire Managem ent Officer 4422 2343 

0428 428 395 
Highlands Area Office 
 
Bungonia Office 

4887 8244 
4887 7372 (fax) 
4827 4700 
4827 4750 (fax) 

S outh Coast R egional Office 4423 2170 
4422 7041 (fax) 

Southern Tablelands Zone  
 NSW Rural Fire Service 24 Hours 6226 3100 

SES Em ergency Assistance 
Goulburn 

132 500 
4822 1800 

Police 
Em ergency 
Goulburn 
Goulburn LAC 

000 
4824 0799 
4823 0399 

Ambulance Em ergency 
Book ings 

000 
131 233 

Hospital Goulburn Base 
Goulburn Em ergency Dept 

4827 3111 
4827 3203 

Council Goulburn Mulwaree City Council 4823 4444 
4822 1080 

Upper Lachlan Council 4832 1988 
Essential Energy 24hr em ergencies 13 20 80 
Wildlife Rescue W IR ES  Goulburn  4822 3888 

Aircraft Fuel Supply Hill & Co (Mobil) Goulburn (drum  stock ) 
S k yfuel (S hell) Bank stown (bulk  & drum ) 

4821 3252 
9791 0053 

 
 

Related Documents  
 National P ark s and W ildlife  S ervice Fire Managem ent 

Manual.  The Cook bundoon P lan of Managem ent (draft) 
 S outh Coast R egion Incident P rocedures and Contact 

Lists.  S outhern Tablelands Bush Fire Managem ent Com m ittee 
R isk  and Operations P lans. 

 National P ark s and W ildlife S ervice Threatened S pecies 
inform ation http://www.environm ent.nsw.gov.au/threatenedspecies/ 

 Keith D.A. (2004) From  Ocean S hores to Desert Dunes: 
the V egetation of NS W  & the ACT, D.E.C. NS W  

 

Communications Information 
Service Channel Location and Comments 

NP W S  - V HF 
240 
241 
243 
244 

 S outh Coast R egion V ote Group 
 Ellsm ore repeater – P atchy coverage 
 R ed R ock s repeater – P atchy coverage  Budawang repeater – P atchy coverage 

NP W S  – V HF (fire ground 
com m s) 11-17  Line of sight ie short distance  

 5 W att V HF 
NP W S  – V HF (portable 

repeater) 21 & 22 & 23  S tored at NP W S  Bungonia 

R FS  Fireground Channels 41 to 60 
 These NP W S  channels correspond to 

R FS  channels 1 to 20  Line of sight ie short distance  
Mobile P hone  -  Moderate coverage on upper slopes, 

poor coverage elsewhere. 
S atellite P hone -  Moderate coverage 

 

Operations Map - Bushfire Risk Management Strategies
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Operational Guidelines 
Brief all personnel involved in suppression operations on the following issues: 

General Guidelines 

Aerial 
Operations & 

Water Bombing 
 

 Aerial operators should be briefed on the location of transm ission lines. 
There are no powerlines located on the reserve but num erous feeder 
lines are located on private property.  Consider safety im plications where aircraft will operate over adjacent 
dwellings, or operate from  publicly accessible fireground sites.  

 The use of bom bing aircraft should support containm ent operations by 
aggressively attack ing hotspots & spotovers. 

 The use of bom bing aircraft without the support of ground based 
suppression crews should be lim ited to very specific circum stances.  Ground crews m ust be alerted to water bom bing operations. 

Aerial Ignition 
 

 Aerial ignition m ay be used during back -burning or fuel reduction 
operations where practicable, but only with the prior consent of NP W S  
R egional Manager or S ection 44 delegate.   Utilise incendiaries to rapidly progress back burns down slope where 
required. 

Backburning 
 

 Tem perature & hum idity trends m ust be m onitored carefully to determ ine 
the safest tim es to im plem ent back -burns. Generally, when the FDI is 
V ery High or greater, back burning should com m ence when the hum idity 
begins to rise in the late afternoon or early evening. W ith a lower FDI 
back burning m ay be safely undertak en during the day. 

 Avoid ignition of back burns at the bottom  of slopes where a long & 
intense up slope burn is lik ely.  

Command & 
Control 

 

 The NP W S  is responsible for fire m anagem ent within the reserve.    The first com batant agency on site m ay assum e control of the fire, but 
then m ust ensure the local NP W S  office is notified prom ptly.  On the arrival of other com batant agencies, the initial incident controller 
will consult with regard to the ongoing com m and, control & incident 
m anagem ent team  requirem ents as per the relevant BFMC P lan of 
Operations. 

Containment 
Lines 

 

 Construction of new containm ent lines should be avoided, where 
practicable, except where they can be constructed with m inim al 
environm ental im pact.  New containm ent lines require the prior consent 
of the NP W S  Area Manager. 

 P reference should be given to the use of the existing trails before 
construction of new containm ent lines.  Containm ent lines should be stabilised & rehabilitated as part of the 
wildfire suppression operation. 

 All containm ent lines not required for other purposes will be closed at the 
cessation of the incident. 

 All personal involved in containm ent line construction should be briefed 
on both natural & cultural heritage sites in the location.  

Earthmoving 
Equipment 

 

 Earthm oving equipm ent m ay only be used with prior consent of a senior 
NP W S  officer, & then only if the probability of containm ent is high. 

 Earthm oving equipm ent m ust be always guided & supervised by an 
experienced officer & accom panied by a support vehicle. W hen engaged 
in direct or parallel attack  this vehicle m ust be a firefighting vehicle. 

 Containm ent lines constructed by earthm oving equipm ent should 
consider the protection of drainage features, observe the Threatened 
S pecies & Cultural Heritage Operational Guidelines, & be surveyed, 
where possible, to identify unk nown cultural heritage sites.  Earthm oving equipm ent should be washed down, where practicable, 
prior to entering NP W S  estate to avoid the transport of weeds. 

Fire Advantage 
Recording 

 All fire advantages used during wildfire suppression operations m ust be 
m apped & where relevant added to the database. 

Fire 
Suppression 
Chemicals 

 

 W etting & foam ing agents are perm itted for use in wildfire suppression. 
 Exclude the use of surfactants & retardants within 50m  of watercourses 

and dam s. 
 The use of fire retardant is only perm itted with the prior consent of the 

senior NP W S  officer, & should be avoided where reasonable alternatives 
are available. 

 Areas where fire suppression chem icals are used m ust be m apped & the 
used product’s nam e recorded.  Unless under em ergency conditions always obtain perm ission before 
using rural water supplies / sources.  Tak e care when tank er filling not to 
contam inate water sources.  The Threatened S pecies Operational Guidelines are to be observed. 

Rehabilitation 
 

 Containm ent lines should be stabilised & rehabilitated as part of the 
wildfire suppression operation. 

Smoke 
Management 

 

 If sm ok e becom es a haz ard on local roads or highways, the P olice, R MS  
& relevant m edia m ust be notified.  S m ok e m anagem ent m ust be in accordance with relevant R MS  traffic 
m anagem ent guidelines. 

Gates 

 Any NP W S  lock ed gates within the reserves are fitted with standard k ey 
k ept in fire tank ers and available from  Fire Control. 

 During fire operations, gates m ay be left in closed position but not 
lock ed.  All NP W S  gates m ust be closed and lock ed at the com pletion of 
fire operations. 

 S urrounding farm  gates should be left opened or closed as found. 
Visitor 

Management 
 

 This reserve receives m inim al visitation.  
 Consider public safety within initial response operations (i.e., , warnings 

and inform ation, closures or evacuation where instructed by P olice). 
 The reserve will be closed to the public during periods of Catastrophic 

fire danger & during wildfire suppression operations. 
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