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How to access plant community type 
lineage transformation data from BioNet 

As the NSW plant community type (PCT) classification improves, old PCTs may be 
Decommissioned, and new PCT may be added. Relationships between old PCTs and 
new PCTs are documented and referred to as PCT Lineage. PCT Lineage data can 
be viewed or downloaded from the BioNet Vegetation Classification application. 

For each relationship, the old PCTs are termed ‘Parent PCTs’ while the replacement 
PCTs are termed ‘Offspring PCTs’. 

PCT Lineage data are not yet available in the BioNet Web Service but are expected 
to be added in late 2023. 

View data on-screen for individual plant community types 
1. Log into the BioNet Vegetation Classification application. 
2. Go to the ‘PCT DATA’ menu to search for and open a PCT using the ‘View a PCT’ or 

‘Filter PCTs’ functionality (for detailed instructions, refer to the BioNet Vegetation 
Classification User Manual). 

3. Go to the ‘Status, Lineage history’ tab to view PCT lineage transformation data. 
4. The ‘Transformation details’ field contains a short summary of the relationship 

between the Decommissioned ‘Parent’ PCTs and the new Approved ‘Offspring’ PCTs. 
 
For the Eastern NSW PCT Classification, the statement also indicates whether the 
relationship is strong or weak, and the relative importance of each Offspring PCTID. 
The statement lists the Offspring PCT IDs and PCT Names in descending order of 
relationship strength. 
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Figure 1 Plant community type lineage transformation data are visible in the ‘Lineage’ 

section for each Parent and Offspring PCT 

Bulk download of all plant community type lineage 
transformation data 
1. Log into the BioNet Vegetation Classification application. 
2. Go to ‘PCT DATA’ menu > ‘Export Bulk Data’ tab, then at the bottom of the list of 

reports/exports click on ‘PCT Lineage History data’ and open the .CSV file. 
3. Filters can be used to select particular PCTs, PCT authorities, transformation types 

etc., e.g., ‘Offspring PCT Authority’ can be filtered for particular vegetation 
classifications, e.g., ‘Eastern NSW PCT Classification’. 

4. Note, the data from the ‘Transformation details’ field in the BioNet Vegetation 
Classification application is displayed in the ‘PCT-specific lineage transformation 
notes’ field in the CSV export. This is important data that will help with 
understanding and interpretation of the PCT relationships.  
 
For the Eastern NSW PCT Classification, this spreadsheet only contains new 
quantitative PCTs that have a relationship to one or more old PCT. These 144 
quantitative PCTs that are not related to any old PCT – these PCTs are constructed 
from recently collected plots that were not available to previous classification 
projects. 
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Figure 2 Plant community type lineage history data CSV bulk data export 
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More information 
• BioNet Vegetation Classification 
• BioNet Vegetation Classification application 
• BioNet Vegetation Classification User Manual 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/nsw-bionet/about-bionet-vegetation-classification
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/animals-and-plants/biodiversity/nsw-bionet/about-bionet-vegetation-classification
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NSWVCA20PRapp/LoginPR.aspx
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/research-and-publications/publications-search/bionet-vegetation-classification-user-manual-public-and-edit-applications
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