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Vegetation Fire Season Information
e The critical wildfire season generally occurs during November and December.
Wildfir o During periods of strong negative Southern Oscillation Indices (El Nino events), this period may commence
. s late September and extend into the first half of January. 19
Broad Veg etation types e The end of the critical fire season is often marked by wet storm activity.
Valley Woodlands o Effective prescribed burning may need to be conducted once the “critical fire season” and thunderstorm
y Prescribed Burning season is over. This is due to the LOW - MODERATE Overall Fuel Hazard for most vegetation types.
Shrubby sandstone woodlands Prescribed burning attempted after autumn rain is unlikely to be effective. e A
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] ) o Aerial operations will be managed by trained and competent personnel. = f
Aerial operations e The use of bombing aircraft should be supported of ground based suppression crews should be limited to very 7 ; = T
specific circumstances. SN e
o All aerial ignition operations require the consent of the NPWS Regional Manager or the Section 44 Appointee. 5 e Ry 4
o Aerial operations will be managed by trained and competent personnel. This includes directing aerial bombing _,' N
Aerial operations and aerial ignition operations 17— P r*_ “x, S
o The use of bombing aircraft without the support of ground based suppression crews should be limited to very e gt
specific circumstances. gk :
o All aerial ignition operations require the consent of the NPWS Regional Manager or the Section 44 Appointee.
Backburning o All personnel must be fully briefed before back burning operations begin.
e Backburning in areas of Low — Moderate OFH will require the use of wind, slope or low humidity to maximise r #
effectiveness. .J:L.
¢ The first combatant agency on site may assume control of the fire, but then must ensure the relevant land 16 ki ;
Command & Control management agency is notified promptly. F
* On the arrival of other combatant agencies, the initial Incident Controller will consult with regard to the ongoing 5 H &
command, control and incident management team requirements as per the relevant BEFMC Plan of Operations. . o : : e 5 A
« New containment lines require the prior consent of a senior NPWS officer. ; B s i Gl j‘}: i Y A ',. z
« Construction of new containment lines should be avoided, where practicable, except where they can be o e i d ; ‘
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shoﬂer thgn the recommended vehicle. When engaged in direct or parallel attack, this vehicle must be a fire fighting vehicle. 14 3 208 Ssng — e o im o mm o 2 - W B 14
minimum interval. Earthmoving Equipment e Containment lines running along valley areas should be constructed at 20 — 50 metres from the gullyline to 7 g 5= =j| ; Sk ' o
The time-since-fire is greater avoid severe erosion. LA 5 B A ; R N
Within threshold than the recommended e Plant must be washed down, where practicable, prior to it entering NPWS estate and again on exiting NPWS 4 2 G N e
minimum, and less than the estate. 5 i g T e
recommended maximum. e The use of foam, gels and retardants will NOT be permitted within 50 metres of dams and i = : i 5 N / o
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Rehabilitation . Where_ practicable, containment lines should be stabilised and rehabilitated as part of the wildfire suppression . i‘ 1
operation. i hi
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Watering points e Consider deployment of a bulk water carrier to support fire operations. S Fo = = : : ot
Smoke Management * Potential smoke impacts and mitigation tactics will be assessed during the planning of fire operations. ; i e R
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Visitor Management o This reserve will be closed to visitors during fire danger periods rated Severe or higher 12 _"':T.- i 4 A & (i 5 i tetieg 12
e Bogging Hazards — Fire trails have sections susceptible to sub-soil saturation, leading to o . i ", : ) 3 wo
WARNINGS vehicles breaking through the surface into quick sand. e 40 2 T il 0
Markers for these areas are: Red Gum, Bulloak and Teatree. el i £ ’}‘I'T,., ; i
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Modified trees (AS1), including scarred trees 1 : A s === : i i : big 4 ) ht it 3
e Protect the site from fire, clear base of litter and shrubs, 3 o = - == - ; L, Nl
- - - exclude site tree from fire where possible ; i ] » / 2 i i e
Bushfire Risk Man agem ent Strateg Ies Aboriginal Cultural Heritage | ¢ Foam may be used to protect the tree, or to extinguish fire ' ) 4 : o - ¥ A ¢ OST 1, k ; o
Site Management e Do not cut trees iy A § Sy A 2 S = AN hé - " f
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to reduce fire intensity in Ground based sites (AS2), including: artefacts e
Strategic Fire locations to assist e Protect site from any ground disturbance, including the use of earth-moving equipment and vehicles 6510 —<—16510
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Community Vegetation management guidelines Fire Behaviour =y i
» Potential rates of spread highly variable. 1% 3B,
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Valley Woodlands e Aninterval between fire events less than 10 years  Low / Moderate elevated fuel hazard will have El : :
should be avoided moderate spread. oL A
Blakelys Red G oudbaked | o A high intensity fire may be permitted after a fire » High/ Very High elevated fuel hazard will have high AT
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¢ Potential for intense short distance spotting for areas _-'?_;;_3?:' 2 &
of long unburnt Apple. i i 7
OFH — Overall fuel hazard - A rating system that includes leaf litter, grasses, shrubs, bark type and bark condition. Consists of ratings for surface _.I
fuel, near-surface fuel, elevated fuel and bark. . ?;
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Prescribed burn availability Suppression Strategies o6 5 I
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This area is available for ) ) N
prescribed burning, subject to e Consider a broad containment strategy using existing trails and roads, recently burnt areas or vegetation with e — -
fuel levels and ecological . LOW OFH.
Years with saturated
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- . soils and sub-soils NOTES:
_ _ This area is generally has This is necessary due to the high risk of vehicles and machines bogging. zZ zZ
Available only during | LOW or MODERATE OFH, Access on trails may be restricted to quads. = E
VERY HIGH FDI prescribed burning effective 8 S
only under VERY HIGH FDI ) o Consider a broad containment strategy using existing trails, allowing long-term management requirements for B T
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Availability for burning must be referenced with the LOW - HIGH 8 ¥ ©
Status of Biodiversity Thresholds. « Direct and parallel attack may be applied with earthmoving machinery and fire units.
o Fallback to existing trails and roads and recently burnt areas when fire runs exceed control line construction !
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o Consider falling-back to cleared country
e Secure and deepen control lines on the next predicted downwind side of the fire Legend
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