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Category Name Guidelines for interpreting fire regime threshold status 

Too Freq uently Burnt 
Co n sec utive fire in tervals 
sho rter than  rec o m m en ded 
m in im um  in terval 

T hese areas have experien c ed sustain ed (two  o r m o re) c o n sec utive in tervals b etween  fires sho rter 
than  the rec o m m en ded m in im um  in terval fo r this vegetatio n  type.  An y Rain fo rest / Man gro ve / fire 
exc lusio n  vegetatio n  that has b een  b urn t will b e in  this c atego ry.  

Areas of vegetation that are repeatedly burnt at intervals shorter than recommended for the 
vegetation type may experience a decline in the abundance of plant species sensitive to frequent 
fire. If inter- fire intervals shorter than the recommended minimum continue, these sensitive 
species are at risk of local extinction. Attempts should be made to minimise fire occurrence in 
these areas.  

Vulnerable to Freq uent 
Fire 
Mo st rec en t fire in terval 
sho rter than  rec o m m en ded 
m in im um  in terval 

T hese areas have already experien c ed o n e in ter-fire in terval less than  the m in im um  in terval 
rec o m m en ded fo r this vegetatio n  type an d/o r the c urren t tim e-sin c e-fire is less than  the m in im um  
rec o m m en ded in terval. All un b urn t Rain fo rest / Man gro ve / fire exc lusio n  vegetatio n  is in  this 
c atego ry.  

Within Threshold 

T he tim e-sin c e-fire age o f the vegetatio n  is greater than  the m in im um  rec o m m en ded in ter-fire 
in terval an d less than  the m axim um  rec o m m en ded in ter-fire in terval. If a fire o c c urs b efo re the 
n um b er o f years spec ified as the m in im um  in terval has b een  rea c hed it will m o ve in to  the 
‘Vuln era b le to  Frequen t Fire’ c atego ry. If three o r m o re fires o c c ur in  c lo se suc c essio n  the area 
will m o ve in to  the ‘T o o  Frequen tly Burn t’ c atego ry. 

Long Unburnt 
On e o r m o re fire in tervals 
lo n ger than  lo n gest suggested 
in terval 

T he po st-fire age o f the vegetatio n  is greater than  the rec o m m en ded m axim um  in ter-fire in terval 
fo r this vegetatio n  type. 

If fire continues to be absent from the vegetation for a prolonged time, it is anticipated that plant 
species that require fire to stimulate flowering or seed production (and their seed banks) may 
begin to senescence. Long unburnt areas in some vegetation types are very rare and therefore 
significant. Long unburnt vegetation may also have other ecological values that make it important 
habitat for certain species in a given area. Careful consideration should be given before burning 
these areas, and wherever possible the decision should be based on a scientific assessment and/or 
recommendation prior to burning. 

Unknow n 
T here has b een  n o  fire m apped fo r this area an d the m axim um  rec o m m en ded fire in terval fo r the 
vegetatio n  type is lo n ger than  the len gth o f tim e fo r whic h fire rec o rds are availa b le in  the study 
area. It is n o t po ssib le to  determ in e if the vegetatio n  is in  the ‘Within  T hresho ld’ o r ‘Lo n g 
U n b urn t’ c atego ry. 

No Fire Regime Areas whic h do  n o t have rec o m m en ded fire in tervals assign ed to  them , e.g. c leared la n d, ro c k etc . 

 

Strategy Information
Fire Season Information

Wildfires  Ha ve b een  kn o wn  to  start as early as late August, b ut
usually the po ten tial fo r a large fire even t is greatest
b etween  Oc to b er an d Dec em b er.  T his perio d m a y
exten d in to  J an uary in  m o re severe yea rs.

Presc ribed Burning
(NPWS Fire Man agem en t Man ual 4.7)

 Gen eral seaso n  is Autum n  to  late Win ter.  Burn in g is
po ssib le in  early Sprin g b ut n o t desirab le o n  a regular
b asis fro m  an  ec o lo gic al o r to urism  po in t o f view.

Suppression Strategies
Current FDR Forec ast FDR

Lo w - Mo d Lo w - Mo d  U n dertake direc t, parallel o r in direc t attac k alo n g
existin g c o n tain m en t lin es.

 Where pra c tic ab le c o n sider m axim isin g the fire area in
ac c o rdan c e with the requirem en ts o f an y pro po sed
presc rib ed b urn s.

Lo w - Mo d = > High  In  o rder to  m in im ise the fire area an d sec ure the flan ks
as so o n  as po ssib le, un dertake direc t, parallel o r in direc t
attac k alo n g the c lo sest c o n tain m en t lin es.

 Pay partic ular atten tio n  to  the flan k o n  the n ext
predic ted do wn  win d side.

High All  U n dertake in direc t attac k alo n g existin g o r n ewly
c o n struc ted c o n tain m en t lin es.

 Sec ure an d deepen  c o n tain m en t lin es alo n g the n ext
predic ted do wn win d side o f the fire.

 If applic ab le c o n sider b ro ader than  n o rm al c o n tain m en t
strategies to  a vo id wasted effo rt an d high risk o f failure.

All All  En sure there is suffic ien t tim e to  sec ure c o n tain m en t
lin es prio r to  the fire im pac tin g upo n  them ; o therwise
fall b ac k to  the n ext po ten tial lin e.

Ind e x Le ge nd

! Aeria l Pho to s 1997 o r 2005
25k/50k Ma psheet Index
L o c a l Go vernm ent Area
Binga ra  SCA
Other Na tio na l Pa rk
Sta te Fo rest

1:75,000

As s et Protec tion 
Zones

Strategic  Fire 
Advantage Zones

Land Management 
Zones

Fire Management Zones
T he o b jec tive o f APZs is the pro tec tio n  o f hum an  life an d pro perty.  T his will have prec eden c e o ver 
guidelin es fo r the m an agem en t o f b io diversity.  Main tain  Overall Fuel Hazard at Mo derate o r b elo w.
T he o b jec tive o f SFAZs is to  reduc e fire in ten sity ac ro ss larger areas.   Main tain  Overall Fuel Hazard at 
High o r b elo w, ho wever adheren c e to  guidelin es fo r b io diversity will take prec eden c e where prac tic al.  
T he o b jec tive o f LMZs is to  c o n serve b io diversity an d pro tec t c ultural heritage.   Man age fire 
c o n sisten t with fire thresho lds.     

1:75,000

1:75,000

1:150,000

Contac t Information 
Agenc y Position / Loc ation Phone 
DEC - NPWS Regio n al Duty Offic er 0428 345 789 
 Area Man ager 0428 613 073 

02 6738 9117 
02 6738 9140 (fax) 

 Fire Man agem en t Offic er 0429 220 613 
02 6776 0014 
02 6771 1894 (fax) 

 Regio n al Operatio n s Co o rdin ato r 0427 977 519 
02 6776 0007 
02 6771 1894 (fax) 

 Arm idale Area Offic e 02 6738 9100 
02 6738 9140 (fax) 

 Regio n al Offic e 02 6776 0000 
02 6771 1894 (fax) 

 Ab o rigin al Heritage Cultural Offic er - Arm idale 02 6776 0038 
Rural Fire Servic e Em ergen c y 000  
 Bin gara Fire Co n tro l Cen tre 02 6724 1911 

02 6724 1743 (fax)  
NSW Fire Brigade Em ergen c y 000 
 Bin gara Statio n  02 6724 1200 
SES Em ergen c y 000 
 Bin gara U n it 02 6724 1491 
Polic e Em ergen c y 000 
 Bin gara Statio n  02 6724 1144 
Ambulanc e Em ergen c y 000 
 Bin gara Statio n  131 233 
Hospital Bin gara 02 6728 0100 
DNR In verell 02 6721 9800 
DPI – Forests NSW In verell 02 6722 4200 

0429 915 442 (ah) 
02 6722 5428 (fax) 

Counc il Gwydir 02 6724 2000 
02 6724 1771 (fax) 

Loc al Aboriginal 
Land Counc il  
 
Aboriginal Heritage 
Conservation Offic er 

An aiwa n /T in gha 
No rthern  Z o n e 
 
Arm idale 

02 6723 3022 
02 6659 1200 
 
02 6776 0038 

 

Operational Guidelines 
Refer to Strategy for Fire Management 2003 and Fire Management Manual 2007. 

Brief all perso n n el in vo lved in  suppressio n  o peratio n s o n  the fo llo win g issues: 
Resourc e Guidelines 
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage  
Site Management 
(NPWS FMM 4.11) 

 Brief all perso n n el in vo lved in  c o n tain m en t lin e c o n struc tio n  &/o r vehic le b ased fire 
suppressio n  o peratio n s, o n  site lo c atio n s an d the required m a n agem en t strategies 
appro priate to  the site type. 

 En sure c lo se liaiso n  with the releva n t Sites Offic er in  o rder to  c hec k fo r &/o r 
iden tify n ew sites. 

Historic  Heritage Management 
(NPWS FMM 4.12) 

No  kn o wn  sites in  reserve.  If n ew sites are lo c ated c o n sult with a sen io r NPWS o ffic er. 

Threatened Fauna Management 
(NPWS FMM 4.12 & 5.2) 

No  kn o wn  sites in  reserve.  If n ew sites are lo c ated c o n sult with a sen io r NPWS o ffic er. 

Threatened Flora Management 
(NPWS FMM 4.12 & 5.1) 

 Brief all perso n n el in vo lved in  fire suppressio n  o peratio n s, o n  site lo c atio n  an d the 
required m a n agem en t strategies appro priate to  the site type. 

 Where prac tic a b le pro tec t po pulatio n s o r in dividuals fro m  fire if the fire thresho ld 
has b een  exc eeded, o r if the spec ies is an  o b ligate seeder, o r if the fire thresho ld 
an d/o r the fire respo n se c atego ry is un kn o wn . 

Threatened Property  Where po ssib le pro perty o wn ers with assets at risk fro m  a wildfire even t sho uld b e 
kept in fo rm ed regardin g the pro gress o f the fire; an d asked fo r assessm en t o f their 
c urren t level o f asset pro tec tio n  preparedn ess.  

General Guidelines 
Aerial Water Bombing 
(NPWS FMM 4.5 & 5.1 / NSW Fire 
Agen c ies Aviatio n  SOPs O2 / 
NPWS Guidelin es fo r Effec tive 
Airc raft Man agem en t) 

 T he use o f b o m b in g airc raft sho uld suppo rt c o n tain m en t o peratio n s b y aggressively 
attac kin g ho tspo ts an d spo t-o vers. 

 T he use o f b o m b in g airc raft witho ut the suppo rt o f gro un d b ased suppressio n  c rews 
sho uld b e lim ited to  very spec ific  c irc um stan c es. 

 Where prac tic a b le fo am  sho uld b e used to  in c rease the effec tiven ess o f the water. 
 Gro un d c rews m ust b e alerted to  water b o m b in g o peratio n s. 

Aerial Ignition 
(NPWS FMM 4.8 & 4.5 & 2.12 / 
NSW Fire Agen c ies Aviatio n  SOPs 
O2-4 / NPWS Guidelin es fo r 
Effec tive Airc raft Man agem en t) 

 Aerial ign itio n  m ay b e used durin g b a c k-b urn in g o r fuel reduc tio n  o peratio n s where 
prac tic a b le, b ut o n ly with the prio r c o n sen t o f a sen io r NPWS o ffic er.  

 U tilise in c en diaries to  rapidly pro gress b a c k-b urn s do wn  slo pe where required. 

Bac kburning 
(NPWS FMM 4.8) 

 T em perature an d hum idity tren ds m ust b e m o n ito red c arefully to  determ in e the 
safest tim es to  im plem en t b a c k-b urn s.  Gen erally, when  the FDI is Very High o r 
greater, b a c kb urn in g sho uld c o m m en c e when  the hum idity b egin s to  rise in  the late 
aftern o o n  o r early even in g.  With a lo wer FDI b ac kb urn in g m ay b e safely 
un dertaken  durin g the day. 

 Where prac tic a b le, c lear a 1m  radius aro un d dead an d fib ro us b arked trees adja c en t 
to  c o n tain m en t lin es prio r to  b a c kb urn in g, o r wet do wn  these trees as part o f the 
b a c kb urn  ign itio n . 

 Avo id ign itio n  o f b a c kb urn s at the b o tto m  o f slo pes where a lo n g a n d in ten se up 
slo pe b urn  is likely.  

Command & Control 
(NPWS FMM 4.3) 

 T he first c o m b atan t agen c y o n  site m ay assum e c o n tro l o f the fire, b ut then  m ust 
en sure the releva n t la n d m a n agem en t agen c y is n o tified pro m ptly. 

 On  the arrival o f o ther c o m b atan t agen c ies, the in itial in c iden t c o n tro ller will c o n sult 
with regard to  the o n go in g c o m m a n d, c o n tro l an d in c iden t m an agem en t team  
requirem en ts as per the releva n t BFMC Plan  o f Operatio n s. Containment Lines 

(NPWS FMM 2.3 & 4.9) 
 Co n struc tio n  o f n ew c o n tain m en t lin es sho uld b e avo ided, where prac tic a b le, exc ept 

where they c a n  b e c o n struc ted with m in im al en viro n m en tal im pac t.  New 
c o n tain m en t lin es require the prio r c o n sen t o f a sen io r NPWS o ffic er. 

 Where prac tic a b le, c o n tain m en t lin es sho uld b e stab ilised an d reha b ilitated as part o f 
the wildfire suppressio n  o peratio n . 

 All c o n tain m en t lin es n o t required fo r o ther purpo ses sho uld b e c lo sed at the 
c essatio n  o f the in c iden t. 

 All perso n al in vo lved in  c o n tain m en t lin e c o n struc tio n  sho uld b e b riefed o n  b o th 
n atural a n d c ultural heritage sites in  the lo c atio n . 

Earthmoving Eq uipment 
(NPWS FMM 4.4 & 2.3) 

 Earthm o vin g equipm en t m ay o n ly b e used with the prio r c o n sen t o f a sen io r NPWS 
o ffic er, an d then  o n ly if the pro b a b ility o f its suc c ess is high. 

 Earthm o vin g equipm en t m ust b e always guided an d supervised b y an  experien c ed 
o ffic er, an d ac c o m pa n ied b y a suppo rt vehic le.  When  en gaged in  direc t o r parallel 
attac k this vehic le m ust b e a firefightin g vehic le. 

 Co n tain m en t lin es c o n struc ted b y earthm o vin g equipm en t sho uld c o n sider the 
pro tec tio n  o f drain age features, o b serve the T hreaten ed Spec ies an d Cultural 
Heritage Operatio n al Guidelin es, an d b e surveyed, where po ssib le, to  iden tify 
un kn o wn  c ultural heritage sites. 

 Earthm o vin g equipm en t sho uld b e washed do wn , where prac tic a b le, prio r to  it 
en terin g NPWS estate. 

Fire Advantage Rec ording  All fire adva n tages used durin g wildfire suppressio n  o peratio n s m ust b e m apped an d 
where releva n t added to  the datab ase. 

Fire Suppression Chemic als  
(NPWS FMM 4.5 & 4.10) 

 Wettin g a n d fo am in g agen ts (surfa c ta n ts) are perm itted fo r use in  wildfire 
suppressio n . 

 T he use o f fire retarda n t is o n ly perm itted with the prio r c o n sen t o f the sen io r NPWS 
o ffic er, an d sho uld b e avo ided where reaso n a b le altern atives are availa b le. 

 Exc lude the use o f surfa c ta n ts an d retarda n ts within  50m  o f rain fo rest, waterc o urses, 
dam s an d swam ps. 

 Areas where fire suppressio n  c hem ic als are used m ust b e m apped an d the used 
pro duc t’s n am e rec o rded. 

 T he T hreaten ed Spec ies Operatio n al Guidelin es are to  b e o b served. 
Rehabilitation 
(NPWS FMM 5.1) 

 Where prac tic a b le, c o n tain m en t lin es sho uld b e stab ilised an d reha b ilitated as part o f 
the wildfire suppressio n  o peratio n . 

Smoke Management 
(NPWS FMM 2.10) 

 T he po ten tial im pac ts o f sm o ke an d po ssib le m itigatio n  tac tic s m ust b e c o n sidered 
when  plan n in g fo r wildfire suppressio n  an d presc rib ed b urn in g o peratio n s. 

 If sm o ke b ec o m es a hazard o n  lo c al ro ads o r highways, the po lic e an d releva n t 
m edia m ust b e n o tified. 

 Sm o ke m a n agem en t m ust b e in  ac c o rda n c e with releva n t RT A traffic  m a n agem en t 
guidelin es. 

Visitor Management 
(NPWS FMM 2.13 & 3.4) 

 T he reserve m ay b e c lo sed to  the pub lic  durin g perio ds o f extrem e fire dan ger o r 
durin g wildfire suppressio n  o peratio n s. 

 

 

Bingara SCA (CCAZ3) 
Fire  Manage m e nt Strate gy 

2008    Ma psheet 1 o f 2     
 

Th is strate gy sh ould  be  use d  in conjunction w ith  ae rial ph otograph y and  fie ld  re connaissance  d uring incid e nts and  th e  d e ve lopm e nt of 
incid e nt action plans.  
These da ta  a re no t gua ra nteed to  b e free fro m  erro r o r o m issio n. The NSW Na tio na l Pa rks a nd Wildlife a nd its em plo yees disc la im  lia b ility fo r a ny a c t do ne o n the info rm a tio n in 
the da ta  a nd a ny c o nsequenc es o f suc h a c ts o r o m issio ns. This do c um ent is c o pyright. Apa rt fro m  a ny fa ir dea ling fo r the purpo se o f study, resea rc h c ritic ism , o r 
review, a s perm itted under the c o pyright Ac t, no  pa rt m a y b e repro duc ed b y a ny pro c ess witho ut written perm issio n. 

Th is strate gy is a re le vant Plan und e r Se ction 38 (4) and  Se ction 44 (3) of Rural Fire s Act 1997. 
The NSW Na tio na l Pa rks a nd Wildlife Servic e is pa rt o f the Offic e o f Enviro nm ent a nd Herita ge. 

Pub lished b y the Offic e o f Enviro nm ent a nd Herita ge (NSW), Ma rc h 2011 (Last U pd ate d  22/3/2013) 
Co nta c t: No rthern Ta b lela nds Regio n, P.O Bo x 402 Arm ida le NSW 2350. Ph 6776 0000 

ISBN: 978 1 74122 701 7 DECCW No . 2008/18 Date  Approve d : 26-6-2008 

Datum : GDA 94     Proje ction: U TM   Grid : MGA Z o ne 56 No ted sc a les a re true when this m a p is repro duc ed o n A0 size pa per 

Assum e  all gate s lock e d  Contour Inte rval 10 m e tre s 
 

Locality Le ge nd

! To wns & L o c a lities
Ro a ds
Binga ra  SCA
Other Na tio na l Pa rk
Sta te Fo rest

1:450,000

First Re sponse  Com m unications Plan – Bingara SCA 
Se rvice  Ch anne l Incid e nt Location and  Com m e nts 
NPWS - V HF 336 IMT to  Div Co m  Binga ra  Bo ra  
NPWS - V HF 636 Firegro und Ca r to  Ca r c ha nnel (a ll c la sses) 
NPWS - V HF (Po rta b le 
Repea ter) 

24 Firegro und Sto red a t Glen Innes(Tra nspo rta b le).  So urc e a nd 
deplo y a s required. 

RFS - PMR - U HF       IMT to  Div Co m        
Fo rests NSW  - V HF       Firegro und       
CB - U HF 15 Firegro und Cha nnel a s a ppro pria te.  (Div Co m , CL  to  Co ntra c to rs) 
Airc ra ft - V HF 119.10 IMT - Airc ra ft       
Mo b ile Pho ne – Next G Yes IMT – Div Co m  On high gro und 
Sa tellite Pho ne 0147162100 IMT – Div Co m  Sto red a t Glen Innes 
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This strategy should be used in conjunction with aerial photography and field reconnaissance during incidents and the  development of 
incident action plans. 

These data are not guaranteed to be free from error or omission. The NSW National Parks and Wildlife and its employees discla im liability for any act done on the 
information in the data and any consequences of such acts or omissions. 

This document is copyright. Apart from any fair dealing for the purpose of study, research criticism or review, as permitted under the copyright Act, 
no part may be reproduced by any process without written permission.  

This strategy is a relevant Plan under Section  38 (4) and Section 44 (3) of Rural Fires Act 1997.  
The NSW National Parks and Wildlife Service is part of the Office of Environment and Heritage. 
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